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Matthew

Introduction

Structure of the Four Gospels (see next page)

12 Tribes of Israel

Actually 13 tribes as Jacob adopts Ephraim and Manasseh ashisown
sons (vs. grandsons); can use Joseph and/or his sons.

20listsof “12tribes’—all dightly different. Sometimesdo not want
to list the tribe of Levi (as Levi does not go to war) yet still list 12!

(For anin-depth study of the 12 tribes, seeour Expositional Commen-
tary on the Book of Joshua, Val. 2.)

The Camp of Israel

In Numbers Chapter 1 we encounter the numbering of the people.
Why? Why didtheHoly Spirit want you to know thislist of numbers?
What hidden insight lies behind them?

Of course, there are valid historical reasons for the inclusion of this
detail intheTorah (thefivebooksof Moses). Butif weexaminethese
details more closely, some remarkabl e insights emerge.

The Tabernacle

When Moses received the Ten Commandments on Mt Sinai, he also
received detailed specifications and instructions for the building of
the Tabernacle, or tent of Meeting.! The purpose of this unusual
facility was to provide a place for God to dwell among His people.
(For anin-depth study of the Tabernacle, see Mystery of the Lost Ark
Briefing Package.)

The Tabernaclewas always set up at the center of the Camp of Isragl.

Thetribe of Levi wasassigned to carefor it, and encamped around it.
Moses, Aaron, and the priests camped on the east side next to the
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Design Structure of the Four Gospels

Mark * Luke John

Matthew

Synoptic Gospels

Son of God
Eagle
Dan
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Man

Servant

Ox

Messiah
Lion
Judah
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Presents as

Face:

Reuben
South
Adam

Ephraim
West

Ensign:

North

Camp Site

Eternity
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(Legal)
Said
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Genealogy:
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Q
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Church

Greek

Roman

Water into Wine

Demon expelled
Promise: Spirit

(Acts)

Demon expelled

Ascension

Leper cleansed
Resurrection

1st Miracle:

Promise: Return
(Revelation)

Ends with

Supernatural Review
Verily, Verily (24X)

Snapshot Narrative
247X

Groupings

Style

It came to pass (40X)

88X

Eutheos (42X)

13X

Fulfilled (38X)
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Key Word:

Jesus:
Facts

Holy of Holies (Outer)

Divine

Holy Place (Outer)

Human

Quter Court (Outer)

Human

Whole Camp (Outer)

Human

Aspects:

Judean

Galilean

* Mark may have been Peter' s amanuensis (secretary)

Galilean

Galilean

Ministry

entrance. Thethreefamiliesof thetribeof Levi (Merari, Kohath, and
Gershon) camped on the north, south, and west side, respectively.

Theremaining twelvetribesweregroupedintofour campsaroundthe
Levites.

A Baker’'s Dozen

Itishelpful torealizethat therewerereally 13tribes, notjust “twelve.”
This can be confusing to the uninitiated reader.

Jacob had twelve sons, each becoming the founder of one of the
twelve tribes. However, Joseph was sold into slavery and subse-
guently emerged as the prime minister of Egypt.2 In Egypt, Joseph
married Asenath and had two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. When
Jacob and the rest of the family ultimately came to Egypt, Jacob
adopted histwo grandsonsashisown.® Withthetribeof Josephintwo
parts, we have an “alphabet” of 13 to chose from.

The Twelvetribesof Isragl (Jacob) arelisted twenty timesinthe Old
Testament.* They are listed by their mother (Leah, Rachel, Zilhah,
and Bilhah), their numeration, their encampment, their order of
march, their geographical relations, etc. Eachtime, they arelistedin
adifferent order.

The Levites were exempt from military duties. When the order of
military march is given, there are still 12 listed, excluding Levi, by
dividing Joseph into two: Ephraim and Manasseh. (Levi is thus
omitted on four occasions. In asimilar manner, Dan is omitted on
three occasions, the most notable one in Revelation 7.)

The Four “Camps”

The twelve remaining tribes, excluding the Levites, were clustered
into four “camps.”® Each of these groups, of threetribes each, wasto
rally around the tribal standard of the lead tribe.

Judah'’ stribal standard was, of course, thelion. Reuben’sensignwas

a man; Ephraim’s the ox; Dan’s, ultimately, the eagle. (These are
detailed in the diagram on the next page.)

Page 5



THE CAMP OF ISRAEL
w
Benjamin Ephraim Manasseh
(Gemini) {Taurus)
35,400 40,500 32,200
Simeon Naphtali
(Pisces) s (Capricornus)
59,300 Gershonites 53,400
s Reuben i Dan N
(Man) Kohwthites Moraries. (Eagle*)
46,500 62,700
Gad e aaon Asher
(Aries) * (Sagittarius)
45,600 41,500
{ssachar Judah Zebulon
Cancer) (Leo) (virgo)
4,400 74,600 57,400
E
{* aiso, Scorpio}

The Mazzeroth

It may come as a surprise to many to learn that each of the 12 tribes
were associated with one of the constellations of the mazzeroth (the
Hebrew zodiac). We know these by their post-Babel names after
being corrupted by pagan traditions. By learning the Hebrew names,
andthenamesof theprincipal starsintheorder of their magnitude, we
discover they portray the entire redemptive plan of God—from the
virgin birth (Virgo) to the triumph of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah
(Leo). (A full discussion of this has been included in our briefing
package, Sgnsin the Heavens.)

The Four Faces

It isinteresting to note that these four primary tribal standards—the
lion, the man, the ox, and the eagle—are the sasme asthe four faces of
the cherubim. Each time we encounter aview of the throne of God,®
wenoticethesestrangeliving creatures, somehow associated withthe
protection of His throne, His holiness, etc.

It would seem that the camp of Israel - with the tabernacle in the
middle- seemsto beamodel of thethrone of God: Hispresenceinthe
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center, represented by the tabernacle, encircled by the four faces, all
surrounded by His people.

By there's even more. Why the specific numbers?

The Numbering

The numbering of thetribesis detailed in Numbers Chapter 1. The
actual population represented is obviously somewhat larger than
these enumerations, since only men over twenty, able to go to war,
were counted. Most analysts assume that women, children, and the
elderly would multiply the count factor: 3 or whatever. The total
camp would thus appear to approximate two million.

While the numbers of each tribe may not seem very revealing, the
totals for each of the four camps are.

Cardinal Compass Points

Each of the camps, of three tribes each, was to encamp on one of the
cardinal compassdirections (N, S, E, or W) with respect to the camp
of the Levites enclosing the tabernacle.”

We can only guess at how much space was required by the Levites,
whether it was100ft. onaside, 100 yards, or whatever. But whatever
it was, we'll view that length as a basic unit.

To fully appreciate al of the implications, you must try to think like
arabbi: you need to maintain an extremely high respect for the precise
details of the instructions.

The Tribe of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulon - collectively caled the
Camp of Judah - had to encamp east of the Levites. This poses a
technical problem. Noticethat if the breadth of their camp waslarger
than that of the Levites, the excess would be southeast or northeast,
not east. Therefore, their camp could only be aswide asthe Levites,
and they then had to extend eastward to obtain whatever space they
required.

The camps of Reuben, Ephraim, and Dan had the same constraint on

the south, west, and north respectively. Thelength of eachlegwould
be proportional to the total in each camp.
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The Camp Of Israel

The Camp of Ruben (Man) The Camp of Ephraim (Ox)
W

S e N Ruben 46,500 Ephraim 40,500

Simeon 59,300 -~ S Manasseh 32,200

R Gad 45,600 é oo Benjamin 35,400

SE E NE 151,400 555 108,100
&) 5

Camp of Ruben Levi Camp of Dan N
Aerial View S (151,400) ¢ (157,600)

If we assemble what we can infer from the Torah account, we can
imagine what the camp of Isragl looked like from above: the taber-
nacleandthe L evitesinthe center, surrounded by thefour facesof the The Camp of Judah (Lion) The Camp of Dan (Eagle)
tribal standards, and each of the four camps of Judah, Ephraim,

(@)
Reuben, and Dan, stretching out in the four cardinal directions. -5
Judah 74,600 2% Dan 62,700
We can also tally the size of each tribe to total the relative length of Issachar 54,400 B> Naphtali 53,400
each camp as they stretched out in each of the four directions. The Zebulon 57,400 e ’é_ Asher 41,500
plan view, on aréative scale, is shown on the next page. 186,400 = 157,600
Itwould appear tousthatitisacross! Isn’tthat remarkable? Andthis
isfrom the Torah, not the New Testament! =
The New Testament isin the Old Testament concealed;
The Old Testament isin the New Testament reveal ed.
Notes:
Isn’t the Word of God fabulous?
1. Ex 25-27; 36-38; 40.
(This article was excerpted in part from Pesssat UPDATE February 2. Gen4l:37-41.
1993, p. 10-14) 3. Gend4s.
4. Gen 29, 35; 46; 49; Ex 1; Num 1:1-15; 1:20-43; 2:7; 10; 13; 26; 34;
Deut 27; 33; Josh 13ff; Jud 5; 1 Chr 2:1; 2:3-8; 12; 27; Ezek 48; Rev
7.
5. Num 2.
6. [Ezek 1:10; 10:14; Rev 4:7. (Some fed that the seraphim in Isa 6 are
the same.)

7. Num 2:3, 10, 18, 25.
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961 9 Special Discourses:

Numbers can be meaningful. Also, the square of anumber can prove 1) The Sermon on the Mount (5-7)
interesting. 7 can befoundin Revelation 49times. 13 squaredis 169 2) Thelnvitation to the Weary (11:28-30)
and 31 squared is 961 (the only place were the number can be 3) Idle Words (12:36-37)
transposed and it' s square be transposed and equal out). The Rabbi’s 4) The Revelation to Peter (16:17-19)
refer to 961 as the “signature of God” 31 is regarded as the name of 5) Humility and Forgiveness (18:15-35)
God (asthe number of namesof God add upto 31). Also, theopening 6) HisRejection of that Generation (21:43)
and closing passages of the Creation hymn in Genesis, sum to 961. 7) TheEight Woes (23)

8) The Prophecy on Olivet (24:1-25:46)

Abram + Sarai + Ishmael = 961 9) The Commission and Promise (28:18-20)

Abraham + Sarah + |saac= 961
6 Eventsin connection with His Passion:

Unique Passages , .
1) Conspiracy and Suicide of Judas (26:14-16, 27:3-11)

2) The Dream of Pilate’s Wife (27:19)

3) Resurrection of Saints after Resurrection (27:52, 53)

4) Suggested Plot about His Body (27:62-64)

5) The Watch at the Sepulcher (27:65-66)

6) Earthquake Resurrection morning (28:2)

Comparing synoptic gospels, therearesomethingsin Matthew which
arenotin Mark and L uke = 31 sectionswhich are uniqueto Matthew:

4 events connected with His infancy:
1) Visit of the wise men (2:1-15)

2) Massacre at Bethlehem (2:16-18)
3) Flight to Egypt (2:19-22)

[E.W. Bullinger is credited for thislist]

4) Return into Nazareth (2:23) Unique Phrases
10 Parables: “Kingdom of Heaven” — 32 x (Not in any other gospel)
“Father in Heaven” — 15 x (only other placeis 2x in Mark)
1) The Tares (13:24-30) “Son of David” — 10 x (found 3x in Mark, 3x in Luke)
2) The Hidden Treasures (13:44) “End of the Age” — only found in Matthew
3) The Pearl (13:45) “That it might be fulfilled.” — 9x (only in Matthew)
4) The Dragnet (13:47) “That which was spoken” — 14x ( nowhere else)
5) The Unmerciful Servant (18:23-35)
6) The Labourersin the Vineyard (20:1-16) No lessthan 60 Old Testament references—NONE in Luke, John, or
7) The Two Sons (21:28-32) Mark. Matthew wasal evite. Hisinterest wasto present Jesusasthe
8) The Marriage of the King's Son (22:1-14) Meshiach of |sragl; His credentials are that He fulfilled prophecy.
9) The Ten Virgins (25:1-13)
10) The Talents (25:14-46) Chapter 1
2 Miracles: 1] “father” and*“son” in Hebrew doesnot mean adjacently(they have no

word for grandfather, or grandson).

1) The Two Blind Men (20:30-34)

2) The Coininthe Fish’s mouth (17:24-27) Matthew islaying down the claimto throne of David, thelegal line of
Jesus.
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3]

5]

6]

8]

“Tamar”: Cf. Gen 38 (Perez and Zerah aretheillegitimate offspring
of Tamar by Judah when he thought shewasaprostitute and lay with
her.)

“Perez”: 10 generations to David (Ruth 4:18-22). In Leviticus an
illegitimate son prohibits inheritance until the 10th generation.

Rahab: of Joshua' stime.
Thus, Boaz had a Gentile mother, Rahab!

(See The Romance of Redemption Briefing Package for an in-depth
study of Ruth.)

“of her that had been the wife of Uriah” = Bathsheba.

See notes for verse 17.

The Blood Curse

11]

16]

17]

“Jeconiah”: 2 Chr 36:8; Jer 22:24ff.

Jehoicakim had a son named “Jehoiachin” (also referred to as
“Jeconiah” or “Coniah”).

Jer 22:24-30. God pronounces a blood curse on Jeconiah! Matthew
takes us down the royal line through Jeconiah to David and then
Joseph. The Messiah must be eligible for the throne of David, yet
can’t be under hte blood curse of Jeconiah. Luke gives usthe answer
(Luke 3). This genealogy from Adam to Abraham through David is
the same as Matthew, but at David L uke goes through Nathan (not
Solomon) downto Heli, thefather of Mary. Of thehouse of David, yet
NOT under the blood curse of Jeconiah! (See chart on next page.)

the legal line of Jesus to the throne, through Joseph.

Very unusual to have women in agenealogy, yet in Jesus we see 5
women listed (Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary)!

The throne of David ends at Babylon.

If you count the generations, from Joram to Uzziah there are three
guysmissing: Ahaziah, Joashand Amaziah! Ahaziahwascalledthe

Page 12

Luke

Adam
Seth
Enosh
Kenan
Mahalalel
Jared
Enoch
Methuselah
Lamech
Noah
Shem
Arphaxad
Salah
Eber
Peleg
Reu
Serug
Nahor

Matthew
& Luke

Terah ﬁ

Abraham
Isaac
Jacob
Judah
Pharez
Hezron
Ram
Amminadab
Nahshon
Salmon
Boaz
Obed
Jesse
David

Luke

Nathan
Mattatha
Menan
Melea
Eliakim
Jonan
Joseph
Juda
Simeon
Levi
Matthat
Jorim
Eliezer
Jose

Er
Elmodam
Cosam
Addi
Melchi
Neri
Salathiel
Zerubbabe
Rhesa
Joanna
Juda
Joseph
Seme
Mattathias
Maath
Nagge
Esli
Naum
Amos
Mattathias
Joseph
Janna
Melchi
Levi
Matthat
Heli
(Mary)

Matthew

Solomon
Rehoboam
Abijah
Asa
Jehoshaphat
Jehoram
Ahaziah*
Joash*
Amaziah*
Uzziah
Jotham
Ahaz
Hezekiah
Manasseh
Amon
Josiah
Jehoiakim*
Jehoiachin*
Salatheil
Zerubbabe
Abiud
Eliakim
Azor
Sadoc
Achim
Eliud
Eleazar
Matthan
Jacob
Joseph

* Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah all died violent deaths; God thus dealing with idolatry
literally “to the 3rd and 4th generations” (Ex 20:4-5); their names are therefore “blotted
out” according to the Law (Deut 29:20). Jehoiakim and Jechoniah likewise, since the
kingdom ended as an independent kingdom with Josiah’s death at Megiddo. Thus

these were “blotted out” of the groups
[E.W. Bullinger’s Companion Bible, App

E)f “lt,%generations” in Matthew’s account.
48R 99



son-in-law to the House of Jacob (2 Kgs 8) and slain by Jahu (2 Kgs
9). Joash was dlain by the servantsin 2 Kings 12 and Amaziah was
dlain by the peopleof Jerusalemin2Kings14. Godwasvisitingthem
because of idolatry, and fulfilled literally the punishing of the third
andfourth generations. Deuteronomy 29 instructsthat their namesbe
blotted out! Whileyou will find their recordsin the Old Testament,
they are blotted out of the genealogy!

The Scepter of Judah

In Genesis 49, Jacob prophesizes over each of the twelve tribes.
Amongtheseseemingly crypticriddles, thebest-known oneconcerns
the roya tribe of Judah:

The Scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the
gathering of the people be.

Genesis 49:10

Theterm “scepter” referstotheir tribal identity and theright to apply
and enforce Mosaic Laws and adjudicate capital offenses: jusgladii.

Theterm “ Shiloh” was understood by the early rabbis and Talmudic
authorities as referring to the Messiah.!

Itissignificant that even in their 70-year Babylonian captivity (606
-5378.c.) thetribesretained their tribal identity.? They retained their
own logistics, judges, etc.®

The Scepter Departs

In 6-7 A.D., King Herod's son and successor, Herod Archelaus was
dethroned and banished to Vienna, acity in Gaul. Archelauswasthe
second son of Herod the Great.* The older son, Herod Antipater, was
murdered by Herod the Great, along with other family members.

(It was quipped at the time that it was safer to be a dog in that
household than a member of the family!) Archelaus mother was a
Samaritan (1/4 or less of Jewish blood) and wasnever accepted. After
the death of Herod (4 B.c.?), Archelaus was placed over Judea as
“Entharch” by Caesar Augustus. Broadly rejected, he was removed
in6-7 A.D.
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Hewasreplaced by aRoman Procurator named Caponius. Thelegal
power of the Sanhedrin wasimmediately restricted and adjudication
of capital caseswaslost. Thiswas norma Roman policy. ®

Thistransfer of power ismentioned inthe Talmud 6 and by Josephus:

After the death of the procurator Festus, when Albinus was about to
succeed him, the high priest Ananius considered it a favorable oppor-
tunity to assember the Sanhedrin. He therefore caused James, the
brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, and several others, to appear
before this hastily assembled council, and pronounced upon them the
sentence of death by stoning. All thewise men and strict observersofthe
law who were at Jerusalem expressed their disapprobation of this
act...Some even went to Albinus himself, who had departed to Alexan-
dria, to bring thisbreach of thelaw under hisobservation, andtoinform
him that Aranius had acted illegally in assembling the Sanhedrin
without the Roman authority.”

This remarkable passage not only mentions Jesus and His brother
Jamesashistorical figures, it also underscoresthat theauthority of the
Sanhedrin had passed to the Romans.

Reaction

When the members of the Sanhedrin found themselves deprived of
their right over lifeand death, they covered their headswith ashesand
their bodies with sackcloth, and bemoaned, “Woe unto us for the
scepter has departed from Judah and the Messiah has not come!”8

They actually thought that the Torah, the Word of God, had failed!
They should have known better.

The scepter had, indeed, been removed from Judah, but Shiloh had
come. While the Jews wept in the streets of Jerusalem, ayoung son
of acarpenter wasgrowing upin Nazareth. Hewould present Himsel f
astheMessiahtheKing onthevery day that had been predicted by the
Angel Gabriel to Daniel five centuries earlier.®

Every detail of Hislife was foretold centuries earlier. And much of
what He is about to do is also predicted with the same accuracy.

A World L eader will shortly comeandtry to change our focusoff that
one singular, incomparable life.* The world will soon be in for a
series of surprises!
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The Throne of David

Thereisanother aspect to keep in mind during the Christmas season.
Aswerecall the prophecy in Micah that prescribes that the Messiah
was to be born in Bethlehem, notice the entire verse:

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that isto beruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from
old, from everlasting.

Micah 5:2

Also, aswerecall that other familiar prophecy inlsaiah, noteagainthe
whole verse:

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and the peace there shall be no end, upon the Throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.
Isaiah 9:6-7

The “Throne of David” is not just an Old Testament concept.
Remember the Angel Gabriel’s promise to Mary:

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call hisname JESUS. Heshall begreat, and shall
becalledthe Son of theHighest: andtheLord God shall giveunto
him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of hiskingdomthereshall benoend.
Luke 1:31-33

But did Jesusever actually sit on David’ s Throne? Hecouldn't have.
It didn't exist at that time.

Jeconiah, wasthelast of David’ slinetosit onthe Throne. Remember
the blood curse on hisline.* Herod, appointed by the Romans, was
an Edomite (“ldumean”). Hewasn't even Jewish.

Although Jesus presented himself asthe Meshiach Nagid (“Messiah
theKing") onthevery day that Gabriel had announced five centuries
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earlier, Jesus never sat on David' s Throne. (For astudy of Gabriel’s
prophecy to Daniel, see Daniel’ s Seventy Weeks Briefing Package.)

At the moment Heissitting on His Father’ sThrone. Thequestionis,
will He ever sit on David's Throne? Will the promise that Gabriel
announced to Mary aso be fulfilled? Of course.

And it may be sooner than we think.

(Thisarticle was excerpted from Pewasat UPDATE, December 1993,
p. 12-14.)

Birth of Jesus Christ

18]

20]

23]

penalty would have been death for Mary.

“son of David”: Interestingtitle for Joseph. David was promised by
God that the M essiah would comefrom hisline. When David wanted
tobuild the Temple, God would not | et him build the Templ e because
hewasaman of war. Godinstead built ahousefor David, throughthe
promisethat the M essiah would be of theHouseand lineage of David.
House and lineage is different as seen through the genealogies of
Matthew and L uke respectively.

Cf.lsa 7:14

Almah: damsel, maid, virgin: untouched.

LXX - (Septuagint) Greek word used in this verse is “parthenos’
which means virgin. ( Lowth, Gesenius, Ewald, Delitzsch, Kay, et
al.— Greek scholars—all agree that it means virgin.)

“Bethulah”: Can mean virgin, but usually Bride ( city or state).

“Lord Himself”
“You” - isplural! (House of David)

The context of this passage is that the Lord will give a sign—
something miraculous. (A young girl having a baby is not unusual
enough to bea*“sign.”) Miraculous context: seelsa7:11.

“Thevirgin’: Definitearticle (Cf. Gen 24:43; Ex 2:8; Ps68:25; SoS
1:3; Prov 30:19).
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“Immanuel” = God with us, means the incarnation of God. Never
before. Used twicein Isaiah.

Tamudic trandation of 1sa7:14:

Horae Hebraicae et Talmudicae: “Be not troubled, O Ahaz... Does
it not seem an impossible thing to thee, that will never happen that a
virgin become amother; But | tell thee such avirgin shall bring forth
ason, beforethe House of David perish.” [Isaiah —one author—the
Lordthrough the prophet, Isaiah. Only onelsaiah, see John 12! John
guotesfrom both sectionsattributing both sectionstothe samel saiah!
(See our Expositional Commentary on the Book of Isaiah for an in-
depth study.)]

Notes.

1.

akrowd

No

10.
11.

TargumOnkel os, Targum Pseudo-Jonathan, and Targum'Y erusahimi,
TheMessiah: An Aramaic I nter pretations; The Messiani c Exegesisof
the Targum, Samson H. Levy, Hebrew Union College Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion, Cincinnati, 1974.

Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, p. 108-168.
Ezekiel 1:5,8.

Josephus, Antiq. 17:13.

Thistransfer of power was recorded by Josephus, Wars of the Jews,
Bk 2 Ch. 8., Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin, folio 24.

Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin, folio 24.

Josephus, Antiquities, 20:9.

Babylonian Talmud, Chapter 4, folio 37; aso, Augustin Lemann,
Jesus before the Sanhedrin, 1886, trandated by Julius Magath,
NL#0239683, Lib of Congress #15-24973.

Daniel 9:24-27. See also Daniel’ s Seventy Weeks, Koinonia House,
Perwonat UPDATE, March 1992, pp. 5-8.

Daniel 7:25.

Jeremiah 22:30; Seealso Footprintsof theMessiah, KoinoniaHousg;
Pewonat UPDATE, December 1992, p. 6-8.
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Chapter 2

The Mazzeroth

Isa 40:26 callsthe stars by their names (Cf. Ps 147:4; 1sa 13:10).
Arcturus, Orion, Pleiades (Job 9:9)
(Ash, Cesil, Cimah) (Job 38:31, 32)
Pleiades & Orion (Amos 5:8)
Castor & Pollux (Acts 28:11)

Ps 19: “sheweth knowledge;” heavens declare the glory of God.

Job 38:1: ThelLordisanswering out of thewhirlwind; v. 31, Pliedes
and Orion mentioned; v. 32, Mazzeroth=Hebrew wordfor thezodiac
(Mazzeroth - Job 38:32; 2 Kgs 23:5).

Thefield of astrology attemptsto identify starsand celestial objects,
and it uses a system that astrologers also deal with. The sun has an
apparent path throughthe sky (called an ecliptic), 12 degreeson either
side of the ecliptic, creatingaband. Y ou can dividethisbandinto 12
parts, which can be used to map the stars. These 12 zones around the
band are called “signs.”

We know these signs by their secular pagan names. These signs go
way back, even before the tower of Babel. All systemsof communi-
cation were corrupted at Babel and, therefore, we do haveahardtime
finding out what they originally meant. Twelve signsof the sun and
also 28 mansions of the moon. Don't confuse a sign with a constel-
lation. A signisan areathat has aname and ideas around it; within
that sign there is typically three decans, or constellations (the word
‘decan’ means deck or division or piece). Sailors and nomadic tribes
study the stars for navigational purposes.

Star maps have pictures with diagramstrying to outline the starsthat
form each picture. Thereisno relationship between the picturesthat
label the sections of the sky and the arrangement of the stars. What
hasbeenforgotten over thethousandsof yearswasthat thelabel swere
to remind you of the pictures; the stars were named to remind one of
a concept (the concept is not depicted in the stars). The stars are a
mnemonic (whichisamechanismtoremember astory) andif you can
remember the names of the stars, you can remember the story. The
story isnot depicted by the stars, but rather the star names depict the
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story. Thesignsof the zodiac arethe samein all languages! The 12
signs of the Mazzeroth deal with the 12 tribes. Every detail of the
gospelsis spelled out in the sky by the Hebrew names of the stars!

Virgo

Bethulah: Hebrew name for virgo, which can mean “virgin.”

Parthenos is the Greek name for virgo (the same word which the
Septuagint uses for “amah” in Isa7:14).

Isa7:14: “TheLordHimself” - Godwill givethesign.“Y ou” isplural
to the whole House of |srael

“Daughter of Zion” is an idiom for Israel, so there is a national
fulfillment of Isa 7:14 as the House of Israel does bring forth the
Messiah.

The stars are ranked according to brightness:

1st star: Zerah=theseed. Brightest star inthissign. Gen 3:15: seed
of thewoman. See also Gen 15:5 and Gal 3:16 (seed is singular not
plural).

The generations were taught the gospel, and the way they remem-
bered it was thought the names of the stars.

2nd star:  Tsemech = The Branch. There are 20 different Hebrew
words for branch, only one of them —tsemech—is used exclusively
of the Messiah (5x).

Isa4:2: “The Branch of the Lord” turnsout to be atitle for Jesus
Christ.

Jer 23:5: A royal King from line of David.

Jer 33:15: (Repeat of above)

Zech 3:8: Servant of Jehovah.

Zech 6:12: Will build the Temple.

Dual nature: God yet despised. Insight of the double natureishinted
at inthemythology surrounding the constellation. Thedoublenature
isimbedded in the idea of the sin offering of the despised one at the
sametimebeingaruling King. 1893 wefound that the star intsemech
isadouble star.
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“Netzer” and“Nazarene” arepuns. Netzer isanother word for branch
or “shoot from astump.” (Cf. Zech 6:12; Isa4:2; 11:1.) Nazarite =
separated One (Num 6:2).

Every Sign Has Three Constellations

In Virgo:

Coma

Coma = longing, desire. Egyptian name is sheznu = desired son.
Tradition that Balaam's star (Num 24:17) would come out of the
constellation Coma. Usually isdepicted asawomanwith child. What
isawoman with a child doing in the sign of Virgo? Generaly, has
names in ancient cultures having to do with an infant, the branch or
the desired one.

Centaurus

Centaurus: Hebrew nameis Bezeh = the despised one (Cf. Isa53:3).
Other name in the Hebrew is asmeath, which means the sin offering
(Cf. Jer 33:10). Even in the Greek traditions there is the name
Cheiron, which means one who pierces.

One of the starsis Toliman, which means here before and hereafter.
(Cf Rev 1:8), like saying “The | Am.”

Bootes

Bootes in Greek, or Bo in Hebrew, which means “to come or the
coming one.” ( Cf. Ps96:13). Starsinclude:

Arcturus = He cometh. He comes with arod and sickle.
Al Katuropos = the branch that is trodden under foot.
Mirac = preserver, guarding.

Muphride = who separates.

Nekkar = the pierced (Zech 12:10).

(For further study, see Sgnsin the Heavens or the referencesin the
bibliography.)
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1]

Thomas Hyde (1636-1703) discovered in writings of the ancient
religions of the ancient Persians, a writer named “Abulfaagius’
(1226-1286) who wrote about a pupil of Daniel’s named Zoroaster,
an ancient Persian mystic.

Daniel founded a secret sect called the“Magi.” The ancient astrono-
mers of Persia, some of their beliefs show up in the “Zend Avesta.”
Onenotableonebeing that therewill beastar, whichwill occur inthe
sign of the virgin.

Albumazar - ancient Arab physicist and astronomer (800A.p.). Wrote
on some of these things, al this relates to the constellation Coma
(where Balaam'’s star apparently appears). He mentions that the
constellation Coma was always related to as woman with an infant
child (The desired one, the branch). He points out the woman is
nourishing an infant boy whose name in the Hebrew is lhesu (which
in Greek is Christ). Albumazar was not a believer!

Herod: There were many Herods. Thisisthefirst Herod.

The Magi

“Wisemen”: The Magi; ancient Persian astronomers.

Morethanthree. They traveledalongway, andinthosedaysonemust
travel in large groupsto survive. When they arrived they stirred up
the whole town, Jerusalem at that time was not a small place to be
stirred up easily, thereforemust havebeen alargegroup. (Weassume
that there were three as they gave three gifts; i.e., one each...)

From the East; i.e., Persia, Iran area. Following the stars, yet took
them to the wrong town! It seems that they are dealing with
approximations, and it seems that the star took them there then
disappeared. In the third century, “Magi” became “kings’ bearing
gifts (Psalm 72:10; 68:29).

Sixth-century chronicle, Exerpia Latina Garbari, givesthe names of
the Magi:

Bithisarea Balthasar

Melichior Melchior

Gathaspa Gasper
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Bede (673-735): Magi wererepresentatives of thethree sons of Noah
and their progeny from Asia, Africa and Europe: Shem, Ham and

Japeth.

14th-century Armenian tradition:;

Balthasar King of Arabia
Melchior King of Persia
Gasper King of India

Relics attributed to them were discovered in the fourth century;
transferred from Constantinople to Milan, fifth century; to Cologne
by Frederick Barbarossain 1162 where they remain enshrined.

Theword Magi comes from a Latinized form of Magoi (Herodotus,
1:101), which came from an ancient Greek tranditeration of the
Persian original, meaning “magic” (Singular, magus).

However, “Magicians’ (a profession, rather than citizenship or cul-
tural link), are presented in Acts as vile men without standing or
morals. Simon Magus in Samaria (Acts 8:9-24); Elymas Magus at
Paphos on the Island of Cyprus, associated with Sergius Paulsu the
proconsul.

New Testament Magi

Political background: Since the days of Daniel, the fortunes of both
the Persian and the Jewish nation had been closely intertwined.

Both nations had fallen under Seleucid domination in the wake of
Alexander’s conquests. Subsequently both had regained their inde-
pendence: the Jews under Maccabean leadership, and the Persians as
the dominating ruling group within the Parthian empire. It wasat this
time that the Magi, in their dua priestly and governmental office,
composed the upper house of the council of the Magistanes (“ magis-
trates”) whose dutiesincluded the absol ute choi ce and el ection of the
king of the realm.

It was therefore a group of Persian-Parthian “king makers’ who
entered Jerusalem in the latter days of the reign of Herod. Herod's
reaction was understandably one of fear when one considers the
background of Roman-Parthian rivalry that prevailed during his
lifetime.
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Pompey, the first Roman conqueror of Jerusalem, in 63 B.c. had
attacked the Armenian outpost of Parthia. In 55 B.c. Crassus led
Roman legions in sacking Jerusalem and in a subsequent attack on
Parthiaproper. The Romanswere decisively defeated at the battle of
Carrhae with the loss of 30,000 troops, including their commander.
The Parthians counterattacked with a token invasion of Armenia,
Syria, and Palestine.

Nominal Romanrulewasre-established under Antipater, thefather of
Herod, who retreated before another Parthian invasionin 40 B.c.

Mark Antony re-established Roman sovereignty in 37 B.c. and, like
Carssus before him, also embarked on a similarly ill-fated Parthian
expedition. His disastrous retreat was followed by another wave of
invading Parthians, which swept all Roman opposition completely
out of Palestine (including Herod himself who fled to Alexandriaand
then to Rome.)

With Parthian collaboration, Jewish sovereignty was restored and
Jerusalem was fortified with a Jewish garrison.

King Herod and the Magi

Herod, by thistime, secured from Augustus Caesar thetitle of “King
of the Jews.” However, it was not for three years (including afive-
months siege by Roman troops) that the king was able to occupy his
own capital city. Herod had thus gained the throne of arebellious
buffer state that was situated between two mighty contending em-
pires. At any time, his own subjects might conspire in bringing the
Parthians to their aid.

At thetime of Christ’ s birth, Herod may have been close to hisfinal
illness. Augustus was also aged; and Rome, since the retirement of
Tiberius, was without any experienced military commander. Pro-
Parthian Armenia was fomenting revolt against Rome (which was
successfully accomplished within tow years). The timewas ripe for
another Parthian invasion of the buffer provinces, except for the fact
that Parthiaitself was racked by internal dissension.

Phraates 1V, the unpopular and aging king, had once been deposed
andit wasnotimprobablethat the Persian M agi wereal ready involved
in the political maneuvering requisite to choosing his successor. It
was conceivable that the Magi might have taken advantage of the

Page 24

2]

king's lack of popularity to further their own interests with the
establishment of anew dynasty, which could have beenimplemented
if asufficiently strong contender could be found.

During thistime it was entirely likely that the Messianic prophecies
of the OT, culminating in the writings of Daniel, one of their own
Magians, was of profound motivating significance. The promise of
divinely imposed world dominion at the hands of a Jewish monarch
was more than acceptable to them. (Their own Persian and Medo-
Persian history was studded with Jewish nobles, ministers, and
counselors; and in the great Archaemenid days, some of the kings
themselves were apparently of Jewish blood.)

In Jerusalem the sudden appearance of the Magi, probably traveling
inforcewithimaginableoriental pomp and accompani ed by adequate
calvary escort to insure their safe penetration of Roman territory,
certainly alarmed Herod and the populace of Jerusalem.

It would seem asif these Magi were attempting to perpetrate aborder
incident which could bring swift reprisal from Parthianarmies. Their
request of Herod, regarding the one “who has been born king of the
Jews, “ was a calculated insult to him who had contrived and bribed
hisway into that office.

In the providence of God, the Messianic prophecy of the kingdom
having been then fulfilled; the Magi, “being warned in a dream” (a
form of communication most acceptabl e to them), departed to their
own country with empty hands.

Within two years, Phraatacs, the parricide son of Phraates IV, was
duly installed by the Magi asthe new ruler of Parthia. Later, Philo of
Alexandria, Cicero, and others record that Magi were attached to
senior Roman courts with acknowledged gifts and standing.

(Thisbackground has been excerpted from The Christmas Story; see
this briefing package for further details.)

Thefirst question of the New Testament: “Whereis he that isborn
King of the Jews?" [Gen 3:9isfirst question of the Old Testament:
God called to Adam “Where art thou?’ Thefirst questioninthe Old
Testament deals with the first Adam, the first question in the New
Testament deals with the last Adam.]
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These Persians seem to know alot more than stargazing; they knew
that by this event that they were being moved into was a supernatural
event.

Kepler (1571-1631): famous astronomer calculated that there was a
major conjunction between Jupiter and Saturn that related to every
major event in the Bible.

TheMagi knew about conjunctions, they werelooking for something
unique, something special, something prophesied (probably by Dani€l).
They also knew that He was King of the Jews!

Two kinds of people found here in Chapter 2, those with hatred or
those paying homage! The entire world falls into one of these two
categories. Note the Magi were Gentiles!

These people must have clout, as Herod receives them. Their
information makes Herod nervous as he was not King of the Jews, he
was put on the throne, and he was also Idumaean. Their request of
Herod, regarding the one “who has been born king of the Jews,” was
acalculated insult to him who had contrived and bribed hisway into
that office. Herod was paranoid that is why he built fortresses like
Masada, (12inall).

Micah 5:2

5]

9

10]

Micah 5:2: Ruler of Isragl - the throne of David did not exist in the
times of Christ.

“from everlasting”: One born in Bethlehem is going to be pre-
existent!

Herod inquires asto how long the star appeared, and later decidesto
pick two-year-olds and under to be dlain!

Inthe East, not necessarily in Bethlehem! Probably ayear or solater,
no longer in stable, v. 11 notesin a house.

Not following Herod' sinstructions, but led by the star.

On the 8th day the baby is circumcised in the Temple, then plus 33
daysheis presented on the 40th day in the Temple (according to Lev
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12) and we find thisin Luke 2, v. 21. Returned to Nazareth, not
Bethlehem. Thereisaview that thewisemen, who camemaybeayear
or two later, that they saw the child in Nazareth. (See note for verse
23)

11] “young child”: not “baby” or “infant.”

“Gifts’: Ones mentioned are gold, frankincense and myrrh, not
necessarily al mentioned. Maybe others but these mentioned be-
cause they are prophetic:

gold - deity
frankincense - priesthood (mixed into the shewbread by the priests)
myrrh - is crushed, an ointment or spice for burial

Prophet, Priest, and King

Inthemillennium, wefind fromIsaiah, that heisgiven gifts: gold and
frankincense (but no myrrh because His death is behind Him).

13] Herod startsin Bethlehem, destroying children.
Hosea 11:1

15] Hoseall:1: 700yearshefore! Cf.Ex4:22 (Israel nationally isspoken

of as God's son); Jer 31:9. l.e. 1sa4l:8 and 42:1-4; 52:13-14; Rom
9:4-5. There are times when the text has double meanings, herein
Hoseameansboth | sragl nationally and Jesuswhen God callsHisson
out of Egypt.

Isa41:8: Abraham asthefriend of God, and Israel spoken of asif the
nation was an individual, here Isragl my servant.

Isa42:1-4: “spirit upon him,” subject changed, no longer referring to
nation, but now the Messiah. All through Isaiah, the thought shifts
between the nation and the Messiah. Theclassicexampleislisa52:13
through1sa53, the Jewsinterpret thischapter nationally, not individu-
aly. Yet, Matthew here points out that some of these passages that
discussthe nation Israel, also have avalid Messianic interpretation.

(For anin-depth study of Isaiah, seeour Expositional Commentary on
the Book of Isaiah.)
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Hosea:

16]

1) pollution of Isragl’s attitudes and how it came about;
2) pollution and it’s punishment;
3) love song of Y hwh with His adulterous bride (taking her back).

Matthew showing context of verse has a double meaning, and even
further the book of Hosea has a double meaning: Herod is an alien
power and heison thethrone, he drivesthe Soninto Egypt, and God
callsthe Son out of Egypt. The Soniscalled ‘the Lamb of God, that
taketh away the sins of the world’ by John the Baptist. Very Jewish
title, the Passover Lamb! Where was Passover instituted? Out of
Egypt! Matthew isimplying that there is a symbolic validity to the
history of Christintermsof thehistory of Isragl. Aslsragl wasdriven
into Egypt and then called out, and that concept is tied up with the
Passover Lamb, likewise, Jesus Christ, as a babe, was sent to Egypt
for awhileiscalled out andthen goesintothewilderness(likelsragl).
Jesusfasted 40 daysinthewilderness; Isragl wasinthewilderness40
years.

Herodwasangry that thewisemendid not honor hisrequest totell him
wherethechildwas, but instead they | eft secretly. Thelast that hehad
heard, they were headed for Bethlehem (due to Micah 5:2).

Thisverse hintsthat the wise men might not have been therethe very
day Jesus was born, could have been as much astwo yearslater, due
to Herod' s act of slaying those two and under.

Satan’s Plot

Other incidents where babies have been daughtered:
Pharaoh - where Moses survived.

Rev. 12: From Gen 3:15 on, Satan’ s ambition is to undo the plan of
God. He startswith Abel, and as God reveal s the line through which
the Messiah would come, Satan focuses hisattack. Asitisnoted that
He will come through the line of Judah, it is singled out for Satan’s
harassment. Hisslaughtering of thebabesin Egyptisnodifferentthan
the slaughtering of the babesin Bethlehem. Asone goesthrough the
royal line, again and again thereisapl ot where someoneisconspiring
tokill all the babes, yet again and again, one of the childrenishidden
and escapes.
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17]

Prejudice against minority groups is something God hates.

Jer 31:15: Doom of dying nation, uttered intears ( Cf. Luke 19:44, Isa
63).

Rachel’'s Tomb in Bethlehem.

19]

23]

Rachel isbeing used by Jeremiah, idiomatically, asmother Isragl. But
Rachel is specifically linked to Bethlehem.

Gen 35:18: Death of Rachel. Asshediedinlabor, shecalled hisname
Ben-O-ni - son of my sorrow, or travail. Jacob renamed to Benjamin,
Son of my right hand. 1sa 53 notes*“aman of sorrow.” Ps 2, the Son
of my right hand.

Luke 19:44 - Jesus sorrow, perhaps over Jerusalem due to its
blindness and forthcoming destruction. (For a complete study of
Daniel 9, see Danidl’s Seventy Weeks briefing package.)

Mt 2:15 hinted at this.

Thispassagedoesimply that they turned to Nazareth after Egypt (and
therefore not before, so not the place where the wise men came to
worship the child.)

Isa 11:2: Netzer - branch, a sprout that grows out from a stump.

Nazarene - concept implies an ignorant man. Partly due to Gentile
area, figure of speech which implied contempt.

Pun referred to in Jer 33:15; Zech 6:12.
Chapter 3

(30 years between chapters!)

John the Baptist

Not to be confused with John the gospel writer, whowrote 5 books of
theNew Testament. JohntheBaptist wasbornintothepriesthood, his
father was Zacarias. He is preaching out of the camp, in the desert
(therefore must have rejected the L evitical/ Talmudic establishment).
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2Kgs 1:8 wefind that Elijah also dressed like John. John ate locusts
and wild honey, may have been eating actual locusts or podsfromthe
Locust tree (carob-like fruit).

John 1:15: John the Baptist wasthree months ol der than Jesus Christ.
HewasJesus' cousin. JohnistestifyingtoJesus' pre-existencebefore
birth.

John had an unyielding stand against iniquity (Mt 14:4). He was
chosen asaHerald (Cf. John 1:29-31; Luke 1:15-17). “To open the
door of the sheepfold” (John 10:2,3).

Jewish leaders upset at lack of attendancetotheir rituals, find out that
many aregoingto hear John preachinthedesert. Judaismisexpecting
three different people: the Messiah (in a generic sense), Elijah
(prophesied to return) and “that prophet” (Deut 18, prophecy of
Moses). Mt 17 shows that Elijah and Moses have a peculiar role
outsidetheir earthly ministry. (Somebelievethesewill alsobethetwo
witnesses in Revelation 11.)

John denies being any of the three expected. John quotes from Isa
40:3-5 in reference to who he is.

Pharisees = “separatists,” the legalists, the rituaists, out of them
come the traditions of the Talmudic Jew.

Sadducees = liberalists, rationalists = “reformed” (modernists, hu-
manists) denied the inspiration of the Word. They didn't believein
the resurrection. (That’swhy they are “sad-u-see.”)

Shoes

Many incidents where shoes are significant:

»  Moses and the burning bush, told to take off his shoes.

e Tabernacle coveredin badger/porpoiseskins, whichiswhat they
were shoed with during the 40 yearsin the wildernessthat never
wore oult!

»  Boazredeemsthelandto Naomi andtakesaGentilebridetowife;
the symbol of the contract is a shoe;

e John comments of the Messiah, “ his shoes I'm not worthy to
unloose...”
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9

10]

11]

16]

John 1:28: Beth bara= House of Passage, where Joshua crossed the
Jordan River to enter the land.

John’s baptism did not take away sins, repentance only. Only the
Lamb of God can take away sins (John 1:29).

very similar to the description of Elijahin 2 Kgs 1.

BaptismwasaJewishritual, used ceremonially. Baptismisaway of
identifying with something. Here they are identifying with the
confession of their sins,

“generation of vipers’: To aPhariseethisrefersto Gen 3:15, the seed
of the serpent. Heiscalling them the sons of Satan!

“these stones’: Josh 3, the stone monuments as a memorial for the
crossing of the Jordan River.

(For an in-depth study of Joshua, see our Expositional Commentary
on the Book of Joshua.)

“ax”: Cuts off theroots, not thefruit. Becausemanissinful, hecan’'t
berepaired. Nowherein Scripture does God heal aheart. Isaiahtells
us that the heart is incurably wicked. God creates a new heart in
believers.

God' spromiseto Noahwasthat never againwould Heflood theentire
earth. 2 Pet 3:10 notesthat next timeit’ snot with water, it’ swithfire.
“Baptize the world with fire” may have a double meaning, maybe
meaning Pentecost. Fire also idiomatically speaks of judgment, so
firemight also refer to the Second Coming and the climax of the End
times (adifferent type of baptism).

“likeadove’: Luke16:16: The Law and the prophetswere until John
the Baptist. John isthe last of the Old Testament prophets.

Jesus’ Baptism

Why did Jesusinsist upon being baptized? Baptism usually associ-
ated with the confession of sins. Did Jesus have any sinsto confess?
Hewassinless (2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:22; 1 John 3:5; John 14:30). See
Isa53:12: numbered with thetransgressorsand He madeintercession
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for the transgressors. At John's baptism, Jesusis declaring publicly
Hisidentity with the sinner.

Thisis His formal opening for His ministry. Appropriate that this
event iscommemorated by thetrinity, Father through thevoice, Holy
Spirit through the dove-like descending and the Son being baptized.

John 1:29: Lamb of God:
Gen 4 - Abdl
Gen 22 - Isaac
Ex 12 - offered: Passover
Isa 53 - person
Rev 5 - Kinsman-Redeemer
Rev 22:1 - Glorified

Dove

17]

Jonah- son of Amittai (which means dove, or son of the truth).

The dove was a sacrificial bird (In Lev. one would sacrifice alamb,
if you were poor you could substitute a dove.) The dove was the
animal of sacrifice for the very poor.

Mary and Joseph offered a sacrifice of two doves on Christ’s behal f
at the Temple.

A doveis appointed unto death.

Thelast timeavoicefrom heaven washeard wasat Mt Sinai when the
Law wasgiven. How interesting it isthat the same voice which gave
thelaw, isnow announcing the remedy for breaking the law, namely,
His Son.

Ps 2: There are three peopletalking. (See our briefing package, The
Trinity for further study.)

Elohim- plural noun - Nameof God. (Y et dlwaysused withasingular
verb) Hidden in the grammar is a hint of the trinity.

Gal 4:6: “Whereby we cry Abba, Father...” Cf. Rom 8:15, 23.
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Chapter 4

Deut 6

Deut 6: Messuzah—on doorpost of traditional Jewish home, with
scripture inside—normally Deut 6, the Sh’ma.

V.4-5: “Here, Olsrael: TheLord our GodisonelLord: Andthoushalt
love the Lord thy God with al thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might.”

Note in the New Testament Jesus adds a fourth, “and with all thy
mind.”

“Heart, Soul, and Might”: Trinity involved (trinity of man) in your
uneguivocal commitment to the Lord God.

The Temptations of Jesus Christ

1]

2]

Kinsman Redeemer. Cf. Lev 25:48; Ruth 4; Rev 5.
“then”: has some link to what just transpired, the Baptism.

“Led”: by the Spirit. Cf. Mark 1:12 - says “immediately” and “was
driven” - Mark suggests necessity to go to the wilderness.

Moses, David, etc. all went into thewilderness, typically for 40 days
for atime of fasting and prayer.

“Fasting”: Many different kinds. Extended fasts, second and third
days are tough, yet after third day, easier for about another 37 days.
Around 40" day you will be desperately in need of food in amedical
sense.

In need of food, no longer voluntary.

The Tempter

Satan, as a person, a knowledgeable, malevolent, powerful ruler. A
personal Satan, your adversary. Two errors about Satan: we pretend
he doesn’t exist or we become so conscious of him that he receives
more credit than he deserves. He is a created being, he is not
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omnipresent; he has location. In Jude, the point is that Satan is a
dignity, real, powerful, yet defeated. Christians need to balance the
recognition of his existence and also that he is defeated; Jesus Christ
has won.

Different order between gospels:
Matthew recordsin historical order
Luke records in moral order.

Three Dimensions to Being Tempted

1) The desire of the flesh (appeal to the appetite).
2) Lust of the eyes (appeal to our aesthetic nature).
3) The pride of life (appeal to our spiritual pride).

No different than Eden. 1 Tim 2:4 notes that Eve was deceived, but
Adam was not; Adam knew what hewasdoing. First Adam tempted
in Gen 3; here, the last Adam tempted in Mt 4.

Everlasting covenant - between Father and Son before the founda-
tions of the world were laid.

The Desire of the Flesh

3]

“if” is not conditional, as in “prove you are.” Rather used in a
rhetorical sense, “since you are.”

What iswrong with turning rocksinto bread? Thefast isover and he
isvaidity hungry. Isthereanythingwrong, morally, legaly, levitically
with being hungry? Jesus has used His supernatural power in other
incidents to feed the multitudes, so why not useit now? Theissueis
not Him providing for His needs, but rather the Father’ s Will. Jesus
discerned that it was not the Father’s Will for Him to take this path.

For us, we can't turn rocks into bread so we are not tempted by this
incident. However, you arenever tempted to do somethingwhichyou
are not capable of doing. You won't stumblein your weak suit; you
will stumble in your strong suit. For example, Peter - his strongest
capability was boldness and courage. Where did Peter fail? Lack of
Courage, the night Jesus was betrayed he denied Jesus three times!
Theway we fall isthrough PRIDE.
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“itiswritten”: In al three responses, Jesus counters by quoting the
Scriptures.  Incidentaly, all responses were from the book of
Deuteronomy.

Quote from Deut 8:3. Forty yearsin the wilderness was for testing.
Not talking just about food, could be shelter, clothing...Not to live by
any material substances alone. Bread here is taken from the literal
bread, and yet he is talking about spiritual bread as being essential
(even more important the physical food).

Oneof theseven*| am” statementsinJohnis*| amtheBread of Life,”
whichislinked to mannafromthewilderness. Mannafell every day,
it would not store (except for Sabbath’s portion), one had to get it
every day. Also, one could not get the mannafor anyone else, each
had to pick his own; just like spiritual food.

Ps119; Jer 15:16 and Johnin Rev 10:9: “Thy words are found and |
did eat them.” Severa placesin Scripturewherewe areto digest the
word of Scripture.

“Every word”: Not just New Testament, not just the Psalms... Every
word.

The Pride of Life

5]

6]

Implies that they were transported supernaturally.

“Pinnacle of the Temple’: Like a corner, a high point. Danidl 9,
“wing” = pinnacle. Oneideaisthat the coming worldleader will also
be faced with these temptations and he will accept the nations of the
world from Satan.

Satan is quoting Scripture. Satan probably knows the Bible better
than you do, don’'t be surprised (Acts 17:11). Don't be surprised, as
they can take on the form of ministers of light.

Cf. Rom 11:25. When Satan quotes Scripture, it is out of context.
Quoting from Ps 91:11,12 phrase left out “to keep thee in al thy
ways’... Satan is misquoting the Psalm and misapplying it.

Jesus rebuts with Scripture; Deut 6:13. (There is only one place
where God dares you to dare Him—Malachi 3:8, 10.)
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The Lust of the Eyes

10]

Cf. Luke 4:5: In order to be tempted, one must believe that one can
deliver what is offered; i.e., for Jesusto be tempted by Satan’s offer
of al the nations of the world, Satan must really possess them!

Jesus Christ knew that Hewasdestined torule, sowhat isSatanreally
offering Him? A shortcut! (Bypassing the cross!)

How doesonefind the Will of God? Not through natureasit isunder
the curse. Through the Word of God.

Dan 4:25: All kings are set up by God. He gives the kingdoms to
whosoever He will (Cf. Dan 10 spiritual warfare!).

“Hath God said” iswhat Satanfirst said to Eve. Satan continuestoday
by casting doubt about the inspiration, inerrancy of God's Word.

Nowhere in Scripture do you find a servant of God reading the
Scripture in anything other than aliteral way.

The Light and the Glory: See bibliography for reference.

Ps2 describesand Revel ation detail satimewhenthekingdomsof this
world will take up arms against God!

“The god of thisworld” is atitle of Satan.

Scripturesaysif you resist thedevil, hewill fleefromyou. Jesushere
resists him three times and the devil fled. Satan does |eave, thereby
showing that he is NOT omnipresent. He can be bound, he has
location.

Words of Satan Vs. Words of God
Gen 3 - Eve deceived by doubt cast on God's Words.
Job 1
John 8:44

The Torah
Genesis - doctrine is Election
Exodus - Redemption
Leviticus - Worship
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Numbers - Warfare in the wilderness
Deuteronomy - Obedience

Interesting that Jesus always quotes from Deut in this passage.

Judean Ministry

12]

A wholeyear passes between verses 11 and 12. The Judean ministry
is omitted.

Luke4doescovertheGalileearea. v. 16 reads|sa61:1-2 - where Jesus
stops at a commal  Stops before “and the day of vengeance of our
God.” That comma has lasted 1900 years so far. God seemsto deal
with man in certain ways during specific time periods. The pointis
that Jesus read from Isaiah literally.

v. 28 - They were so upset that they were going to stoneHim. Elijah
senttoaGentilewidow. Elishahealed Naman, the Syrian, aGentile.
What is implied is the doctrine of election, not saved because of
genealogy, but rather saved because God choseto saveyou. God has
doneit all. (Seeour briefing package on The Sovereignty of Man.)

leaped ahead in time. Skipped Judean ministry. Here Jesus leaves
Nazareth.

Capernaum

13]

14]

Zebulun and Naphtali: Two of the 12 tribes. Each of the tribes were
allotted a specific area, and in general they lived inthe assigned area
(one exception is the tribe of Dan felt shortchanged down south so
they headed North). When speaking of the 12 tribesin this context,
you are speaking geographically.

“Capernaum”; On the Sea of Galileg, in the Northeastern side of the
country.

Quoting from Isa 9:2 (from the Septuagint, the Greek version of the
Old Testament). Gen 49:13 - blessing/prophecy on Zebulun; Gen
49:21, on Naphtali.

Matthew is pointing out that those prophecies of thosetwo tribesare
being fulfilled in the fact that the Messiah of Israel ispresent in their
borders and is beginning to preach.
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When Matthew gives you some technical prophecy denotatively, he
isalso suggesting that you look at it connotatively. Denotativeisthe
narrow, definitive, technical insight. Connotatively isto step back
and seethebroader picture. Here Matthew i ssuggesting that onelook
back and see the fabric of Christ’s ministry in the background of the
whole Old Testament.

15] Note that the light would be brought to the Galilee, which is Gentile
country, there were also Jewish settlements and that is whom heis
dealing with. Y et also the region whichisnorth and hasalot of deep
pagan background.

17] “Kingdom of Heaven” asnominally synonymouswiththe“Kingdom
of God” (do remember that some scholars note that there is a
difference).

“Began to preach”: Starts his public ministry.

“From that time”: Used to denote two different phases of Christ’'s
ministry. Here he proclaimsthe Kingdom of God to beat hand. The
second isin 16:21 where He begins to announce the necessity of His
death and resurrection (notethat thisfollowslsragl’ srejection of Him
asKing and Messiah). Cf. 23:37-39.

Simon Peter and Andrew are Called

18] Thiswasnot thefirst timethat they met Jesus Christ. Inthe gospel of
John, chapter 1 weseethat they wereinterestedin hisministry, almost
asadisciple. Here Heiscalling them to service, which is different.
They werefishermen, most likely their fatherswerefishermen...itwas
their profession in avery deep cultural sense. (They did not change
careerslikewedo!) Toleavetheir netsbehind wasanon-trivial step.

20] This“calling” involves not just “leaving” but also “cleaving” (also

found in Gen 2:24 in the context of marriage). The concept of a
“calling” also involves the leaving behind of the old life.

James and John are Called
21] Afewdifferent Jamesesnoted, but hereitisJamesthebrother of John.

22] They immediately left theboat, and their father. Notethat to embrace
acalling by the Lord Jesus Christ involves leaving and cleaving.
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Interesting who Jesus called, not men of letters, or men of rank or
power, men of influence... Rather He called people of 1 Cor 1:26.

John and his brother were nicknamed “ Sons of Thunder” - they were
fisherman, very strong people. These four are singled out by Mat-
thew, these four aretheinner circle, or even narrowed down to three:
Peter, James and John. There are number of occasions when only
thesethree are allowed into some experience (e.g., Mt 17). Also, Mt
24-25, where four disciples are given a private briefing, called the
Olivet Discourse.

23] “Gospel of the Kingdom”: Summarized in the next three chapters.
Not about how to get saved; it assumesthat you aready are. Sermon
on the Mount destroys any possibility of keeping God's laws.

24] Throughout all Syria, now called the Golan (north and east).

“diverse diseases’ - contrasted... “demons’ are not an Old English
euphemism for talking about psychiatric problems. Demon posses-
sionwill be encountered later in Matthew. Epilepsy isareal medical
malady, as opposed to demon possession, which is a real spiritual
malady.

25] Starting to gain awidespread following.
Chapter 5

Sermon on the Mount

Don'tletthefamiliarity of thispassagelureyouintothinkingthat you
have mastered it; it is tough ground.

Longest discourse recorded in Scripture. No gospel of salvation
discussed. Who is it addressed to? Believers. No viable path to
salvation mentioned. Isit addressed to the church? Don't think so,
asthe church does not show up for another 11 chapters. Heistaking
toyou. Thiswould be a source of condemnation to the unsaved (vs.
Rom 1:26).

Called TheLaw of the Gospel of theKingdom, itisthehighest ethical
teaching in the Bible. It goes vastly beyond the Law of Moses.
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1]

Only place where this teaching shows up. Many of the ideas and
phrasesthat Heteaches here show upinother gospels. Somescholars
believe that what Matthew has done is collected the essential teach-
ingsof Christin onecollection. In Lukethey arein different context
and also in a different order: the sequence is different.

“saw Hisdisciples’: Don't assumethat therewere 12. Heistalking to
Hisdisciples, Hisfollowers, and that doesn’t mean everyone present
was His disciple as He does make reference to the Scribes and the
Pharisees. Hewasn't talkingtothem, Hewastalkingto Hisfollowers.

“Common mountain”; Outside of Jerusalem vs. Holy Mountain (=
the Law of Moses). “Seated”: Shows His authority (Cf. 7:28-29).

The Beatitudes

3]

4]

5]

6]

Nine Beatitudes (not 7) as there are 3 groups of 3 each. These are
inexhaustibly profound.

“poor in spirit”: Recognize the absence of spiritual assets; must
recognize your deficiency. Are you deficient in spiritual assets?
Without Christ, of course you are?

If you recognizeyour lack of spiritual assets, thenyouwill inherit the
Kingdom of Heaven.

“mourn”: God of all comfort (Cf 2 Cor 1:3); heal the broken hearted
in Ps 34:8; Rom 8:28.

“meek”: vs. Self-Assertive. Being meek isnot being adoormat. So
good that you have nothing to prove (Ps 37).

Thisisevidenceof your new lifein Christ. How doyouknow if you're
saved? Oneway you cantell is by checking your appetites, what do
you hunger and thirst after? The natural manwill have nothing of this
(1 Cor 2:14).

To hunger and thirst for righteousness, must be saved in the first
place! If you do have this appetite, it will be fulfilled.

“merciful”: Why? Basisof all of God’ sdealingsfor us. God hasbeen
merciful to us, and so it should be reflexive.
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8]

9

“pure in heart”: Singleness in purpose, and their focusis on God's
glory above dl else.

“peacemakers’: Gal 5:19, 20 lists what are NOT things of peace:
strife, divisions, ...oppositeof making peace. God hatesdiscord: Prov
6:16-19. Lord loves peace: Rom 14:19 and Rom 15:33.

Peacemaker is different than being a pacifist.

10] “persecuted”: for “His sake” (Cf. 1 Pet 2:21).

Do you know anyone that fits all these? Y es, one person, and only
one, JesusChrist. If youcometotheconclusionthat nooneelsereally
fitsthis, than how does one become saved? |s anyonereally saved?

Thesummary or climax isinverse48: “Beyetherefore perfect, even
as your Father, whoisin heaven, is perfect.”

The Similitudes

13] “sdt of the earth”: Salt was used as a preservative. |t preserves

materials from corruption, and it also creates thirst, and introduces
flavor.

14] “light of theworld”: Source of light is Jesus Christ (Cf. John 9:5). “I

Am thelight of theworld.” Each of Jesus' “I Am” statementslinks
back to the Tabernacle, where every detail speaksof Jesus Christ (Cf.
Phil 2:15; Eph 5:13).

(For adetailed study of the Tabernacle, see Mystery of the Lost Ark
briefing package.)

“Menorah” is the source of light for the Tabernacle. It had one
centerpiece with three branches on either side, Jesus said “1 am the
vine, ye are the branches.”

“Ye are the light of the world”: What is it about you that is to
“illuminate” others? Your lifeisto show the light of Jesus Christ.
Y our works do not cause your light; rather it isyour light that causes
your works.

Monastic error: Some who wanted to pursue spiritual growth would
withdraw from the world and ensconce themselves in a monastery.
Error because one is not to hide their light under abushel. Whereis
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16]

17]

18]

20]

your light to shine? It isto illuminate those around you. Your life
should speak for God.

“glorify your Father who art in heaven”: Speaking to saved.

Jesus assumes an authority higher than Moses. The law came by
Moses, but grace and truth by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus came to
fulfill the Law onour behalf. Soall thesedemands, Hecameto fulfill
for us.

“1 say unto you”: Jesus used for emphasis.
“Verily” - for even greater emphasis.

“Yot” - smallest Hebrew letter = “ y,” resembles an apostrophe.
“Tittle” - evensmaller, itispart of aletter.“ Y ot andtittle” likesaying
“The dotting of an eye and crossing of a‘t.’”

These arethe strongest words on verbal inspirationinfallibility! (For
the acrostics found in the Torah, see Beyond Coincidence briefing

package.)

He fulfilled the Law in Three ways:
1) Obedienceto the Law (Isa42:21)
2) Death: He met the claims of the Law for us (Rom 10:4)
3) Spirit: enables believers (Rom 8:4)

Passover (Cf. Gal 3:24, 25; Rom 8:3,4).

The scribes and Pharisees were not insincere; they tried to adhere to
the keeping of the Law. Maybe misguided and mistaught, they were
zealous and sincere.

Anyonethat triesto reconcile himself to God by hisworks, hisrules,
hislegalismispharisaical. Theextremeform of legalismwould bea
misapplication of the Sermon on the Mount. Oneis accountable for
knowledge.

Is there any other way to the throne of Grace other than by Jesus
Christ? If thereis, than Jesus Christ’s prayers were unanswered. In
Gethsemane, Jesus pleaded with the Father three timesfor any other

way.
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22]

26]

In the cultural awareness of that day, these were the ones closest to
perfection. Y et, Jesusstatesthat one must exceed their righteousness.

Best textsnotewhoeveris“alittleangry.” “ Without acause” doesnot
appear in the oldest texts.

“Raca’ = vacuous, empty.
“Hell” isghenna (permanent) vs. Hades(abodeof thedead). Gehenna
isplace of eternal torment, place of irrevocabl e alienation from God,

a place without hope.

Note “Verily” for emphasis.

Lesson on the Ten Commandments

28]

The ten commandments were actionable: one could tell if someone
didit; overt acts. Jesusherepointsout that that isthe outside, and not
the relevant part. Jesus will look at the intent of the heart, which is
God'sinsight.

Jesusspokewithauthority. Hesays" But | say..” Heisamplifyingwith
His own authority what the Law says explicitly.

Cf. Ex 20. Adultery inlsrael wasacapita crime. Jesusissaying that
thecrimeof adultery isnot committedintheact, itiscommittedinthe
intent of the heart. This principle is what is underlying His whole
reinterpretation of the Law of Moses. The crimeisin the heart, not
intheact. Theactiswhat we presumably could perceiveor judge or
deal with. Jesusistalking about our relationship with God and what
God sees, and He seesinto our heart. Sinbeganintheheart of Lucifer
(Cf. Isal4).

29-30] What theL ordispointing outishow seriousitisfor usnot to offend

the Father.

“Right Hand”: In Moslem countries, they have a concept of being
socially unredeemable. The court can decideif oneisbeing tried for
thethird timefor apetty offense. If you are caught stealing, they cut
off your right hand. Your right hand is the only hand that you are
allowedto eat withinthe Arab cultures. Not only wasathief marked
by their impediment, but also ostracized from society.
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Theruleof righteousnessthat God expects, the standard whichwecan
in noway fulfill out of our own strength. But it isthe standard which
Jesus Christ did fulfill the full law, including this standard for
righteousness.

31] A severeinterpretation of thedivorcelaws. Jesusisinstructing usin
what God' s righteousnessiis.

38] Cf. Ex 21:24.

41] Therewasaruleby Roman soldiersthat onewasto takethem amile,
alegal allowance which they could invoke. Here Jesusisgiving the
Kingdom law (not a social ethic for society). Seev. 48.

46] “tax collectors’: The most despised characters around. The collabo-
rators, instrumentsof Rome, hated even morethanthe Gentiles. They
were franchised thieves.

Matthew was atax collector! Matthew, in third person, using as an
idiom of disparagement, himself.

47] “heathen”: Gentiles.
48] Summarizesthe entire passage in this verse.
Trying to get there on your own merit isasin, in that it denies the

necessity for Christ’s death. Y our attempt to get there on your own
strength blasphemes the redemptive work of God.

Chapter 6

1] “ams’: Any good work that isintended for the glory of God.

If you get your reward from the people, God will pass. If you want
your reward from the Father, you must have it a private deal.

6] “closet”: Your private room.
Instruction in Prayer

7] “vain repetitions’: Mal 2:17. Should we pray for something more
than once? Paul didfor histhornintheflesh; 2 Cor 12. Alsoour Lord
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Jesus Christ at Gethsemane prayed more than once, yet limited
repetition to three times.

Public prayer is O.K. (Cf. 1 Tim 2:8). Jesus notes that our most
important prayers areto bein private.

8] TheLord hasanticipated our needs. Including our need for a Savior,
1900 yearsago on across at Calvary! When you have aneed, and it
seems like the timing is off, pray anyway.

Lord’s Prayer

Titleof “TheLord’ sPrayer,” yet Jesuscould not pray thisprayer (the
wordsare not appropriate for the Messiah to be saying to the Father).
It was given to instruct us as to how to pray. Should be called the
“Disciple’s Prayer.” (The Lord's Prayer should refer to John 17.)

See John 17. (Noteinv. 9, prays for His own, not for the world).

9] “after this manner: A pattern given.
No mention of this prayer in Acts or in the Epistles, so there is no
reason to believe that they took this prayer literally and repeateditin
the early church. No Scriptural followthrough.
“Qur Father”: Prayer of thesaved, asan unsaved person can’ t pray this
because heisnot a child of God. Must be “born” into the family to

be able to use the term, “Father.”

In the first 18 verses of this chapter, the word “Father” occurs 18
times!

John 8
“Brotherhood of Man” - John 8
v. 19 - Phariseesreply to Jesus, accusing Jesus of being illegitimate!
v. 41- the tone of thisdialog is accusing Jesus of being a bastard.

V. 44 - Jesus describestheir parentage, their Father being the devil....

Abraham saw the day of Jesus Christ; that is what he was acting out
in Gen 22, when he offered I saac.
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v. 58 - Jesusis claiming to be the voice of the burning bush! The“l AM”
was the title that the voice from the burning bush used then and it is
the same title He used several places.

v. 59 - They took up stonesto cast at him, because He claimed to be the
voice of the burning bush, and that was blasphemy!

Brotherhood of man: that all men are brothers. Idea can be very
appealing. But Jesus Himself draws adistinction between those that
arein the family of God and those that are not.

God’s Name

9] “Hallowedbethy name”: God putsHisNamevery high, withonly one
thing above His Name, and that is His Word!

10] “thy Kingdom come”: Refersto the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
Cf. 1sa61:2 - when Jesus read this passage He stopped at acomma,
following which describes His Coming Kingdom.

“Thy will”: Multiple“wills” intheuniverse. Cf. sal4whereLucifer
proclaimedthe5“I wills’ (Isa14:12+). Sinisdoingthat whichisnot
in the Will of God.

11] “daily bread”: Like aHebrew thanksgiving, bread can be ascribed to
the manna or the Bread of Life. The primary point being the
thanksgiving for the sustenance at hand.

12] Your forgiveness is not conditional upon forgiving someone else.
Y ou are forgiven because Jesus Christ paid for your debts. Because
you are forgiven you should forgive.

Cf. Eph 4:32; Col 3:13 (70x7 ishow many times God forgave I sragl,
70x7 isaso link to Dan 9).

13] “Temptation”: Study the book of Job. Nothing can come upon you
thatisnotfiltered by theFather. DoesHeallow Satanto put usthrough
trials? Yes, Jobtellsusthat. Yet, al isunder control and limitations
by the Father.

“evil” = evil one. The source of those trials.

Thelast part is not found in some of the manuscripts.
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14] Does this mean that your forgiveness is conditional? This verse
appears this way, yet in the context of Chapter 5 were we are
admonished to be perfect. All thisleadsup to our need to bein Jesus
Christ. Y our righteousnesswill not be dependant upon your acts, but
on the completed acts of Jesus Christ.

15] Becauseyou' renot forgiven? No, becauseyou arenot walking by the
Spirit of God.

16] If youareinafast (for spiritual renewal purpose), heissaying to keep
it asecret. Don't make abig show of it.

Treasure in Heaven

“Youcan'ttakeitwithyou” expressioniswrong—you can ( Luke16)
you must send it up ahead.

Nothing wrong with amassing wealth, the issue is whom are you
doingitfor. “Theloveof money istheroot of all evil.” Money isnot
theroot of al evil, thelove of money is. Whereisyour treasure? We
are not to store up treasure for ourselves.

Y ou cantakeit withyou. Convert your position, your leverage, your
opportunities to opportunities for the Lord. In so doing you lay up
your treasures in Heaven.

The parable of the unjust servant. The Lord does not commend his
righteousness, He notesthat the servant waswisein using his present
positionto for your futureinterest. Thepoint Heismaking isthat the
children of unrighteousness are wiser than the children of thelightin
the sense that they are smart enough to know how to win. One way
towin isto use your present position to protect your future interest.

21] Whereyour treasureisthereyour heart will bealso. Y ouwill become
like the gods you worship (Ps 135:18).

24] Theissueisnot wealth, theissueiswho you serve, who you worship.
Anxiety

25] “Therefore”: Important asitlinksittowhat Hejust said. Y ouwill miss
theintent if you do not link it with the verse prior.
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29]

33

1]

3]

5]

6]

“Benot anxious’: Linked to verse before about who is your master;
who do you get your provision from? Many mistake this verse, and
assumethat it isnot necessary for usto do any planning. Issueisnot
to be anxious, does not say not to think about tomorrow. No man
builds a bridge but he first count the costs thereof.

Worry isasin. It is aform of blasphemy. Worry is assuming a
responsibility that God did notintend for youto have. Planningisthe
futurity of today’s decisions.

Hispointis, what isdriving you, worrying you? God the Father isour
provider.

Solomon - in the Scripturesis aways used negatively.
Chapter 6 is about priorities...
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God...”

GeorgeMuller: “When anxiety begins, faith ends; When faith begins,
anxiety ends.”

Chapter 7

Cf.1Cor 5. Paul issaying herewithinthefellowship, wearetojudge.

Mt 18:15. Scripture does not say that you cannot go to law against a
brother, it says there are some procedures you should invoke first.

Whole passageisto believers (Cf. Rom 14:4-13, 1 Cor 4:5). Weare
not to judge the intent of the heart. We areto judge the fruits. Only
one person knows the intent of the heart, God only.

“mote”’: Small dried twig, whichistypically blown about inthewind.

“Beam”: A stick of timber or asplinter. Substantially larger and more
dangerous than atwig. The contrast is one of size.

“hypocrite”: Actor (in Greek); literally, means two-faced.

Cf. 2 Pet 2:22. Give not that which is holy to the dogs.
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11]

“Pearlstotheswing”: Used asaproverbimplying poor economy. The
Lord’sintention in that phrase, goes deeper. Most of us don’t think
of theerror of casting pearlsbefore swineasputting usindanger. The
concept of taking God's precious truths and wasting them upon the
world, isalso away of incurring danger. Where the world will turn
onyou and useit onyou. Inaworld with hostility toward God, they
will become your enemy.

Not suggesting that you withhold your witness. But remember that
you are to BE awitness, not “to witness.”

Commandment - animperative. Not apromiseinthesensethatitis
voluntary, itisacommandmentinthesensethatitisnot discretionary.

God answers. Cf. Phil 4:6,7, 19; Jas 1:5; 1sa 26:9; Ps65:2; Lk 11:5-
10.

Father’ s gifts: Frustration of a parent when child blocks gift...! [His
tolerance for our ingratitude!] Model here is a father seeking to do
good for his child.

Cf. Jas 1:5.

The Golden Rule

12] Confused with K’ung Fu-Tze, a writer in China, also known as

Confucius. He saysdon’t do that which you don’t want peopleto do
toyou. It'snegativeand it's passive.

Same ideaalso found in the Talmud, again in the negative, don’t do
that to somebody else that you don’'t want him or her to do to you.

Goldenruleintermsof anethicor amoral. But that isSNOT what this
says, they leave off thefirst word, “ Therefore.” “Therefore” implies
alinkagetotheforegoing verse. What JesusisexpressingisNOT just
an ethical principle, He is linking this practice with a supernatural
agency of the Father.

The Golden Rule does not include the gospel. It is NOT away of
salvation, itisthefruit of the gospel. The concept of the Golden rule
asitisdescribed by Confucius or the Talmud, is not adeclaration of
God'slove; thisis.
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The Narrow Gate

13]

14]

Universalism: many pathsto God. Ecumenicalism: it doesn’t matter
what you believe as long as you are sincere

Asyougothroughlife, if you find yourself with many people, andthe
gate you are going through is gigantic and open to all, then you have
thewrong gate. Thisisarebuttal to universalism. Becausethisverse
notes that narrow is the gate and hard is the way that leadeth to life.

“Gate”: JesusChrist. Heisthegate (John 14). In John 10 Jesusstates
“| am the gate.” (Or door.)

Theway to find the gate isto be called. We areto focus on the gate
to find our way home. Who isthe gate? Jesus Christ.

Sincerity is not enough.

“the gate,” “the way” and “thelife” all point to Jesus.

False Prophets

15]

16]

19]

False prophets - how do you know?
Cf.1Tim4:1.

“In sheep’s clothing”: Sheep are you and |, the flock model. They
seem like one of us, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. The
expression “wolvesin sheep’ sclothing” comesfromthisverse. They
areouttodevour you. They arenotinhereinnocently misguided, they
are here as minister to the Church of Satan!

How do wetdll? Seev. 16.

Know them by their fruits. Not judging theintents of the heart asthat
is God' s business, but we are called upon to be fruit inspectors.

“cast into thefire”: Later, not during the harvest, after the harvest.

For amplification of thisdoread Paul’ sletters. Cf. Col 2:8; 1 Tim4:1,
6:20; 1 John 4:1-3; 2 Cor 2:17; 11:13-15; Titus 1:10, 11.
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21] ThelLord JesusChristissayingthat not everyonethat callsHim Lord,

will enter the Kingdom of Heaven!

They claimto have prophesiedinthenameof Jesus Christ, they claim
to have cast out demons in the name of Jesus Christ, they will point
out that in the name of Jesus Christ they have done many wonderful

23] “I never knew you.” Notwhat you know, it'swhoyouknow. It'snot

how much of the Bible you know, it'swho you know. Areyouina
personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Theissueisfellowship, not
head-knowledge, nor is it even service!

Does our shepherd lose His sheep? Not this shepherd (Jn 10:27-30).

1Tim4:1-"“seducing spirits’ - there are supernatural spiritsthat will
attempt to seduce you.

1 Tim 6:20 - you can be derailed by pseudo-intellectualism, the
prattling of scienceor knowledgefalsely so-called (Cf. Col 2:8). Yet
don’t, from these verses, become anti-intellectual.

Parable of Two Builders

24] Learningisthe modification of behavior - sayingdon’tjust listen, do

them.

Theprincipleof Expositional Constancy - thissupportsthetheory that
an idiom is used the same way throughout Scripture.

“Rock”: Exodus, Numbers: the rock is Jesus Christ (1 Cor 10).
Sure foundation: Isa 28:16; Rom 9:33.

The concept of building on afoundation other than Christ istremen-
dous because it embraces the whole chapter. It covers the false

doctrines, anyone that builds on afoundation other than Jesus Christ
will bein big trouble.

28] “astonished at hisdoctrine”: Why, because it was so radical? v. 29

anNSWers...
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29] Scribes were staff men, people espousing that which they had read,

not that which they had written.

Not astonished at what He said, but the way He taught them as one
having authority, His manner.

He did not set aside the Law of Moses, He fulfilled it! Hetakesthe
Law of Moses, interpretsit in the extreme, and in an absol ute sense.
And then He absolutely fulfillsit!

This ends the Sermon onthe Mount. Therearealot of thingswhich
we can learn from, but we can al so get caught up in extreme legalism
from these chapters. Remember that your salvation does not accrue
becauseof your ability tofulfill Matthew 5, 6, and 7, but because Jesus
did; and we can appropriate His achievement to our benefit.

Matthew 8-12 is the next major section..

Chapter 8

Miracles

1]

2]

Found in a dightly different order than Luke and Mark. Some
scholarsbelievethat Matthew assembled theminthisparticul ar order
for some mystical reasons.

Matthew, Mark and Luke cover much of the same ground, subtle
differencesin some of the narratives. Some scholars believethat the
differences imply that there were two occasions very similar; other
scholarsbelievethat they arejust slightly different details of thesame
account.

“come down from the mountain”: That is, the Sermon on the Mount.
Probably the second year of His ministry.

1st occasion of the Greek word - kurios- intheNew Testament, which
istranslated Lord, and isused as master or rabbi. About 650 timesit
isused to beatitle of Jesus. Itisthe Greek equivalent to the Hebrew
word “Adoni.”

Four gospels are structured to espouse four different messages (see
page4 for outline.) Matthew isthe Jew, the Levi, his presentation of
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Jesus Christ isasthe Meshiah Nagid, the Messiah of Israel. Thefirst
miracle of Mark and Luke was the casting out of a demon, a very
Gentiletypeof thing. John’ sfirst miraclewasthewater intothewine.
Thefirst miracleisrelevant. Matthew isJewish: Healing aleperisa
very Jewishissue, meaning that |eprosy wasused by Godinthe Torah
to be very emblematic of sin. The healing of aleper is obviously a
compassionate action and also, from a mystical point of view, is
speaking much deeper.

Leprosy

“Hansen's Disease’- today’s term for leprosy. Mycobacterium
leprae bacillus is the bacillus that causes it. Lesions of the skin,
superficial nerves, attacks the eyes, the genitals, extremities, basic
internal corruption that eventually causes the erosion of tissue, and
results in deformed and erosive extremities. A very loathsome
disease, very visible in its later stages. It is a manifestation of the
corruption within, what is causing the external appearance is the
corrosion internally.

Dapsoneisadrugthat treatsit. Y et,inthe1980saround theworldthey
have discovered that the resistance to that drug is increasing and
therefore, they expect the existence of leprosy to increase. Most
prevalent in the low, humid, tropical areas of Asia, Africa, South
Americaand the Pacific Islands. About 2 million known casesonthe
planet earth, and suspect about 11 millionif they knew themall. Does
seem to be transmitted through prolonged physical contact, during
certain times (certain times contagious, others not) and certain sus-
ceptibilities. Primarily getstransmitted throughimproperly sterilized
hypodermic needles, and tattooing needles.

InaBiblical sense, leprosy isvery detailed inthe Old Testament, as
well asinthe New Testament. Thereisno curefor leprosy inthe Old
Testament, other than the Lord Himself. (Num 12:13; 2 Kgs 5:1-15
occasionswhereleprosy iscured, always supernaturally by God). In
the Old Testament, God is aso using leprosy as a symbol of sin.
Leprosy is adisease, and there is an inner corruption that manifests
itself outwardly especialy in later stages, exactly what sinis, aform
of corruption, adisease.

In the mind of thisleper, thereisno basisfor healing outside of God,
by himcalling Jesus, “Lord,” showshisunderstanding of Jesusbeing
God incarnate.
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2] Jesus authority. “I will, be thou clean.”

That leper isyou and I. We have a disease worse than leprosy. We
have adisease that God identified with leprosy in the Old Testament
and Hisritualism to educate them about the evils of leprosy apply to
you and |, in that we are sinners. We have adisease and thereisno
known cure, only God Himself can make you clean.

What do you haveto do? Acknowledgewho Heis(Lord) and that Hecan
make you clean.

4] “show it tothe priest” - why?
1) required by the Law (Lev 14)
2) intended to let the officialsrealize that God is at work.

The Centurion

Luke also talks alot about Centurions (Luke 7:4 - he points out that
the Centurion is worthy). Luke is always very kind to Centurions.
When Paul appealed to Rome, when he finally gets to the point that
he invokes his Romans citizenship, and they arrange to have him
heard by Caesar. The Roman law required all the documentation
describing the background of the case that has been appealed to
Rome, to precede the person to Rome. Thus, it is believed by some
scholarsthat thosedocumentsthat wererequired to precede Paul were
essentially volume 1 and volume 2 of volumes built by Luke (Luke
and Actsrespectively). They may have been thetrial documentsfor
the defense of Paul, and you may notice that L uke is preoccupied by
demonstrating that all theinsurrectionsand public unrest werealways
the response of Orthodox Judaism (not by the Gentiles, but by the
Jews). Also will find that the Roman officials were the ‘ good guys’
in Luke's narrative.

5] Capernaum

“Centurion”: The head of about 80 men (theoretically 100, but not
organized that way), basically what we would call acompany.

Not a Jew, but a Gentile.

Matthew will emphasize that the first 12 chapters of his Gospel, that
Jesus Christ ispresenting Himself to Israel, not to theworld at large!
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7] JesusisgoingtogotoaGentilehome, Heisarabbi, Heisnot suppose
to do that, it isunclean....

9] TheCenturionismakingtheanal ogy of authority, he understandsthat
Jesus does not have to go to his house and defile Himself by entering
Gentile quarters.

10] Compliment to the Centurion, an indictment to Israel who should
havefirst understood the authority of who was standing before them.

11] Predictingthat therewill beatimewhenthe Gentilesshall beallowed
into the kingdom.

12] Doesnot mean al of them. Heissaying that there are those that are
sons of the kingdom, those that should have been heir to the promises
of Israel that will be cast in the outer darkness because they did not
accept the promises and understand the time, they didn’t recognize
their opportunity.

Peter’s Mother-in-law is Sick
Peter must have been married to have a mother-in-law.

15] Her response to the healing: service!

17] 1sa53:4.

The Scribe Tested
Expanded in Luke 9.

Following Jesus Christ is a commitment, not a hobby.

22] Let the spiritually dead deal with the issues of the world.

Jesus Calms the Storm
See dlso Mark 4:36-41; Luke 8:22-25. Also see Psalms 107:23-30.
Mark notes that when they get into the boat, Jesus says, “Let'sgoto

theother side.” If they had listened to Him they should not have been
worried.
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These guys were fisherman on the Sea of Galilee, they should have
known what to do. This storm was different.

26] Why isthisalack of faith? Because He said that they were going to
go to the other side.

He rebuked the winds and the sea. “Peace, be muzzled.”
Sea - symbalically in the Scriptures, tends to sound evil.

27] “What manner of men isthis...” The guy who madethem in thefirst
place!

Casting Out of Demons at Gadara

28] “other side”: Opposite side from Tiberius and Capernaum, more or
less, the eastern edge.

Mark 5:1-21; Luke 8:26-40. Intheir accountsthey only mention one
demon-possessed man. Scholarsdivide, somesay that thereweretwo
different incidences, but they are so similar. Others point out that
Matthew describestwo, and thefact that Mark and L ukeonly describe
one of the two, does not make them contradictory. Just showsalack
of collusion, which is constructive.

“Coming out of tombs’: They have been rejected by society, and so
they live out in the tombs.

29] What they say was not known on earth at thistime.

They recognize that there is a time coming that they would rather
avoid. They know that there is atime appointed, and they know that
Heisin control of it.

They are acknowledging His deity, and their destiny and His control
of it.

30] From Mark 5:13 we know that there were 2000! Swinewereillegal
inlsrael (Lev 11:7 they are prohibited). (Luke 15 with the prodigal
son, hefinally was brought to his senses when he wasfeeding swine,
which wasillegal in Israel, not kosher.)
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Decapolis- 10 citiesare Gentilecities. Sothe swinearebeing raised
in support of the Gentile culture.

31] Wedon't know why they sought embodiment in the swine.
Demons
We know that demons are at Satan’s control, they are some of his
resources, they are malevolent, they are dangerous, they are around,
and if you are not a Christian you are vulnerable to them.
Not a psychiatric disorder.
34] In Mark 5 and Luke 8 they point out that the healed guy wanted to
followtheL ord, theLord says, “No, gowitnesstoyour people.” Later

in Mark 6, when Jesus returns to the city the next time, there are
crowds of welcome.

Chapter 9

Healing the Paralytic Man

1] “owncity”: Cameback acrossthelaketo Capernaum (sort of Hisbase
of operations).

2] AlsoinMark 2 and Luke 5
Somethink that thisisthe samestory asthe onewherethefriendstook
the tiles off the roof of where Jesus was speaking and lowered their
paralyzed friend down into the place so Jesus could heal him. Some
think that Matthew just | eft off thesedetails, it being thesamehealing.
Jesus talking about healing something far deeper than physical.

3] They are saying that only God can forgive sins.

The Call of Matthew

9] Matthew adds an autobiographical note here.
Matthew isapparently atax collector in Capernaum. Heishated more
than a Gentile among the Jewish body because he is a collaborator

with the Romans and helping them subjugate his people.
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10] Whose house? Matthew's (Mk 2:14-17. Cf. Mt 21:32; Jn 3:29.)

13] Quote from Hosea 6:6 - Old Testament idea.

Two Healings

Bluefringe: Num 15:38-41; Deut 22:12.

The Issue of Blood

Issue of blood (Lev 15:19-33; 18:19; 20:18). Makes one ceremoni-

18] Same story isin Mark 5:21-43 and Luke 8:40-56.

Jairus - the ruler of the synagogue.

Hems

20] hem - badge of commitment or authority. The Hebrew word shuwl =

hem, border, fringe, bottom edge of skirt or train.

In ancient Mesopotamia, “to cut off the hem™ wasto strip one of his
personality, authority, etc. A husband could divorce his wife by
cutting off the hem of her robe. A nobleman would authenticate his
name on a clay tablet by pressing the hem on the clay.

For example:

David’sremoval of King Saul’shem (1 Sam 24). Inthewilderness
of En Gedi; David cut off the skirt of Saul’ srobe. Thegenealogy was
woven into the threads of the hem. David was conscience stricken
because he had personally interrupted the lineage to the throne and
symbolically takenaway theauthority fromtheL ord’ sanointed. Saul
understood: 1 Sam 24:20.

Symbol of authority, rank, in ancient Israel: Fringeson Levitical
garments (Nu 15:38, 39; Deut 22:12; Ex 28:33,34).

God’s Covenant with Israel: “I spread my (shuwl) over thee..”
(Ezek 16:8; Ex 39:25,26).

Joseph’s coat: Brothers were envious (Gen 37:3-4).

TheL ord’shem sought for healing (Mt 14:36; Mk 6:56). Goal of the
woman with the issue of blood (Mt 9:20-21; Mk 5:31.)

Ruth & Boaz: “Spread thy (shuwl) over thine handmaid...” (Ruth
3:9). The hem was the inheritance and authority, she was thereby
requesting him to exercise his right and responsibility.
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ally unclean, anything you touched was declared ceremonially un-
clean. She hasto be a Gentile, otherwise she would not be allowed
there in the crowd. She would be ceremonialy contaminating
everyone there. She has had the issue of blood for 12 years, the
daughter raised from the dead was 12 years old.

WhoisJesusChrist calledontoraise? A Daughter of Zion (Zech 9:9).
18x inthebook of Lamentationsalone; that isatitleof Israel. Enroute
to raising the daughter of Zion, a Gentile woman is healed.

23] “musicians and people making the noise” - the mourners.

24] “dead”: Greek word not usedin other placesfor dead, impliesmaybe
she was not dead.

See Mark 5:21+ more detailed account.

Two Blind Men

27] Two blind men followed Jesus!
“Son of David” - very Jewish title.

The Demon Possessed Dumb Man

33] They did cast out demons before Jesus, so what is going on? The
rabbis could cast out demons and they did. However, the procedure
for exorcism in Judaism requires the demon to identify himself.
Under Judaism, if you happen to be confronted with a demon whose
speciaty wastorender hispossession dumb, hewassecure. That type

of demon was NOT exorcisable under Judaism.

34] SeeChapter 12. Don't ever ascribesomething that Godisdoingtothe
powers of Satan!
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Matthew
Review of Chapters8-9; Chapters8-12isamajor sectionon Miracles.
Chapter 10

“Disciple”’ isafollower, astudent, someonelearning with theidea of
becoming afollower. Therewere morethan 12 disciples, while THE
12 are very special, asthey become “apostles’ - sent ones.

1] power - given to disciplesto do certain tasks.

2] “apostle” termisused asit denotes sent ones.
The Apostles

Simon Peter

Andrew

James

John

Philip

Bartholomew

Thomas

Matthew - (tax collector)
James - (Son of Alpaeus)
Thaddeus (or L ebbaeus)
Simon, the Canaanite
Judas I scariot

3] Notehow Matthew does not mention any of the disciplesprofessions
until himself, where he notes that he was atax collector.

Matthias or Paul?

Someview Paul asthetwel fth or asareplacement for Judasrather than
Matthias. The apostles mission was very Jewish. Paul was the
apostletothe Gentiles. Paul wasnot of the 12; yes, hewas an apostle
for theLord Jesus Christ. Matthias, who was chosento bethetwelfth
apostleafter Judashad betrayed Jesus. Who was God’ schoicefor the
replacement? Paul had an amazing ministry, but hisministry wasto
the Gentiles. Paul in 1 Cor 15:5, mentions the twelve, and Matthias
at that point wasoneof thetwelve. Perhaps, whilePaul wasan apostle
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of Jesus Christ, he was not of the twelve; Paul was an apostle to the
Gentiles.

House of Israel

6] Their challenge (herein Chapter 10) isto go specifically to the lost
sheep of the House of Israel. Jesus Himself up to this point has been
doing the same thing. The Gentiles that He healed were along the
way, they were not His focus or His mission.
“House of Israel” - 2x - Not Gentiles.

7] Kingdom presented to Israel. Chapters 10, 11, and 12 deal with the
presentation of the King of Israel, to Israel. They will rgject Himin
Chapter 12.

8] Supernatural empowerings. Healing the sick, cleansing the lepers,
and raising the dead! Casting out demons.

10] Heis expecting them to be received as messengers of the Kingdom.

They are there to spread the news that the Meshiach of Isradl is
present. They are the ambassadors of the King.

11] Not to go house to house.

19] While one can personally claim verses 19-20, it would be out of
context. Cf. Phil 4. Whenyou haveachallengeandyou aredelivered
up for Jesus Christ, He will not waste that opportunity. For example,
Acts 7 and Stephen.

22] |Istheservant abovethe Master? If they hated Jesus Christ enough to
crucify Him, how are they going to treat you? Any better?

23] 2nd Coming!
25] John 15:18.
26] Jesus Christ isthe Master of the House.

“ Beelzebub” : aPhilistineword which means*“ L ord of the House” or
also trandlated as “ Chief of Demons.”
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28] “hell” - is ghenna.

29] Sparrows areinexpensive.

30] Heknows more about you than you do! He cares that much!

This Commission

34]

The commission which He is sending them on does not apply to you
and I, we are not called to go to the House of Israel at the expense of
the Gentiles (there may be afew exceptions). These guys are!

Note that thisis prior to the crucifixion! After the crucifixion when
He is resurrected He gives them a new commission. s the first
commission repealed? The Kingdom presentation is withdrawn
when |sragl rejectsit!

In Chapter 12, the commission hasnever beenrevoked, nor hasit ever
been fully carried out. It is going to be fully carried out, we will see
that as a prelude to His Second Coming in power. Thismissionisa
mission where there will be a specific 144,000 fulfilled. The very
peculiar commission that He has given after His resurrection for the
eccelsig, the Church, isnot thiscommission, but adifferent one. Itis
one, that when complete, will cause the Church to be taken out, then
the first commission is resumed.

In Chapter 12, wewill seelsrael reject the Kingdom. Thenthewhole
shift will focus on the call to the Gentiles, the Crucifixion and the
Resurrection.

The New Commission is found in Mt 28:19, 20; Mk 16:15; Lk
24:46;47; Acts 1:8. Cf. Acts 2:23. Also, 1sa60:1-16.

Matthew 24 (v. 5-32) extends Matthew 10. The Seventy Weeks of
Daniel does not overlap the Church age. The Seventieth week is
where God is once again dealing with Isragl. (For acomplete study
of Daniel 9, seeour Briefing package, Daniel’ s Seventy Weeks. Also,
for a study of the Church and Israel, see The Prodigal Heirs.)

Preparetofight violently against iniquity. What sword?HisWord. [
Luke 22:36, 3877]
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37]

3]

For a complete study of the words: heart, soul and mind, see Nancy
Misder's The Way of Agape book or tape series.

Jesusiscallingyoutoacommitment of all that you are, aboveall other
relationships that you have.

A man carrying a cross was a man devoted to death.

Diedaily (1 Cor 15:31; Jn 12:24). Therefore, obedienceisthetest of
devotion.

Chapter 11

John, the End of the Old Testament

2]

3]

11]

John the Baptist (not John the disciple) was in the Fort of Macherus.

John closed the Old Testament. Luke 16:16. Jesus opens the New
Testament.

Did John send these disciples for himself, or for them for atraining
mission?

Heis suggesting that John the Baptist is the end of an era, and there
isanew erajust begun.

Luke 16:16. When did the Old Testament end? John the Baptist.

The Seven Churches parallels

15]

17]

Rev 2,3. Matt 13.

Seven Churches in Revelation, “He that hath an ear...” The seven
churches are anticipated by seven kingdom parablesin Matthew 13!
For a complete study of the Seven Churches do see our briefing
package Lettersto Seven Churches or our Expositional Commentary
on the Book of Revelation.

Y ou are not dancing to our tune.

19] Jesus kept company with sinners. He was a man of the people.
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20] The Northern cities of the Sea of Galilee.

21] Chorazin and Bethsaida are nothing but ruinstoday. Tyre and Sidon
are al through the Old Testament. Why worse for Chorazin and
Bethsaida? If the works that were done at Chorazin and Bethsaida
where done there, they would have repented. To whom much is
given, much will be required. Chorazin and Bethsaida will have a
greater judgment than Tyre and Sidon because they were given
greater light and did not respond.

25] “wise and prudent” as the world sees them.

29] yoke - is supposed to curb the will and bring one under control.

Chapter 12

End of an important section. Chapter 8-12 is regarded as a major
section in the gospel of Matthew. Thereisaview that suggests that
Chapter 12 endsapresentation of thekingdomtoIsrael. Inapractical
sense the rejection of Jesus Christ did not happen at the cross, but in
Chapter 12. One will note that Jesus shifts gears dramatically, in
Chapter 13 Jesus alters His style and approach amazingly.

Lord of the Sabbath
1] Sabbath day - see Ex 20:10, 11.

Ingtituted in Genesis 1. Yet, legaly installed in the ten command-
ments. The Sabbath day is tied to the concept of creation. The
Sabbath here is referring to the Sabbath for man, there is also,
however, a Sabbath for the land.

Deut5:14, 15. Herethe Sabbath day islinked not only to creation, but
also to the redemption.

The Sabbath is set apart by Jehovah. It cost the Lord alot more to
redeemyou, thanto createyouinthefirst place. The Phariseesadded
more rules to the Sabbath.

Also, note that the disciples were not stealing. The Law of gleaning

which comesinto play in the Book of Ruth aso plays an important
rolehere. (For anin-depth study of theBook of Ruth, seeour briefing
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3]

5]

6]

8]

package The Romance of Redemption.) There where laws were
strangers passing by could pick the grain that they needed for hunger.
Deut 23:25.

Thus, the disciples’ crime was not that they were stealing the grain,
but rather the apparent crime was that they were doing this on the
Sabbath day.

David - 1 Sam 21:5.

The Tabernacle was a secure areafor the priests only, from the tribe
of Levi. David, although anointed King, was of the tribe of Judah.
Davidhadnoplaceinthe Tabernacleat all, first hewasnot of theright
tribe, nor was he ordained to be a priest. The shewbread wasinside
on atable: 12 loaves specially baked unleavened bread, with frank-
incenseinside, set aside specifically for the priests, ceremonially and
practically.

In1Sam 21, Davidisinflight from Saul. They arefugitives, they are
runningfor their livesand David hel pshimsel f totheshewbread inthe
Tabernacle to give them provisions.

First, Jesus calls this incident to their attention, and by implication,
condonesit. Yes, it wasaviolation of the ceremonial procedure, but
that is al it was a violation of. Jesus contrasts man’'s need with
ceremonial legalistic restrictions. David isan anointed King. Jesus
is even more.

Priests in the Temple of the Sabbath. Nu 28:9.

“onegreater thanthe Temple’: Thisisimportant becauseit comesup
in Histrial, and iswhat they ultimately accuse Him of.

Quoting from Hos 6:6.
For afull study of the Templeof God anditsrelationtousasbelievers,

do see Nancy Missler’'s series on The Way of Agape book or audio
series.

Healing on the Sabbath

10] Visible problem.
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A set-up or entrapment.
11] Sheep were not pets, they were an economic unit.

If onewaitedtodeliverituntil after the Sabbathit may dieor bestolen,
soitispractical to get it out.

It is one thing to ordain the Sabbath so it has reverence and respect,
but it is another to ignore the pragmatics of the situation.

13] Rhetorical questions, Jesus doesn’t wait for an answer.
Withered hand: Mark 3:4; Luke 6:9.

Heals Others

15] He healed ALL of them!

18] v. 18-21 isactualy Isa42:1-4.

Galatians - Thisepistleiswrittento Phariseeslikeyouand|l. Weare
in the same trap as the Pharisees. Galatians deals with the legalism
that you and | are entangled with.

Sabbath Day - Keep it?

Sabbath day issue: There are those who are really hung up on this
issue. We need to realize that we are not saved by the days we keep,
we are saved by the Lord we keep. That which we do isdone asan
act of worship, not as a prerequisite to our access to the throne of
Grace. Our accessisthrough the completed work of Jesus Christ who
did keep the Sabbath day for you and |. (Despite some of these
amusing episodes) This doesn’t mean that God won't honor you if
you choose to honor the Sabbath day as a day of worship. Just
recoghize why you are doing it, don’t make it alegalistic thing.

Demon Possession - Blind and Dumb
22] InJudaism, therewere proceduresfor exorcism, butintheprocedures

they required the demon to identify himself. Thus, if it wasthetype
of demon that had struck thisguy dumb, therewasno way to exorcize
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him (as one could not get him to identify himself). Inthiscase, this
exorcism was recognized as unusual.

A Divided House Shall Not Stand

24] Second time they have attributed His works to Beelzebub.
Thisties to the unpardonable sin.

25] Jesus knew their thoughts. Only God can know on€' s thoughts.

26] Jesusis pointing out the logical fallacy of the Pharisee’s position.

27] Jesus is referring to they, the other Jewish followers, did have
demonstrated power to cast out demons. Acts 19:13+.

29] The Strong man’s house - Rev 6 - 19 where the strong man’s house
isthe Planet Earth!

30] Either for Him or against Him, can’t be neutral.
The Unpardonable Sin

Theministry of the Holy Spiritisto convict you of sin, and your need
for a savior. While Satan tries to condemn you for your sins.
Remember Rom 8:1. How does one tell if it is conviction from the
Holy Spirit or condemnation from Satan? |s what is happening
drawing you closer to or away from God? If your feeling of remorse
for your sin is drawing you into God's Word, than that is the Holy
Spirit. If the feelings, attitudes, thoughts and doubts over the issue,
cause you to shun the Word, that is Satan trying to get you on aguilt
trip.

31] If youareworried about having committed the unpardonablesin, you
haven't doneiit!

33] Blasphemy against the Son of Man isnot the problem (whileitisstill
asin). It'sblasphemy against the Holy Spirit that is unforgivable.

33] Treeisknown by itsfruit. What isthe fruit of Jesus Christ?

Callsfor aclear distinction between good and evil.
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34] “generation of vipers” - or brood of the serpents. Gen 3:15. Chapter 13

Heart: Jer 17:9, 10; Matt 15:19. Change of style where Jesus starts to do some thingsthat up till then

He didn’'t do, and then from here on He only works in this manner

37] Rom 10:9, 10. (mainly speaking in parables).

Sign of the Prophet Jonah Seven Parablesin Matthew 13withalittleclosing thing that somecall

the Th parable and most scholarsfeel isjust alittle closing figure of
38] They havejust seen aleper healed, two blind men, a demoniac, etc. speech.

al healed! And they still want asign!\

These seven parables contain some surprises. Some are explained
clearly, others are not. The parables are given in public, and the
explanations are given in private.

39] Authentication of the Book of Jonah! The prophet Jonah wrote the
book, and not just amyth, areal story.

“heart of theearth” - whereisHades, Sheol, ghenna? Jesus pointsout 1] Public, by the seaside.

that Jonah spent three days and three nightsin the belly of thewhale,

so shall Jesus spend three days and three nights in the belly of the 2] Improvised amphitheatre.
earth. Heisreferring to the grave, from Hades, in the center of the

earth. While Ghennaisin theouter darkness, permanent. Hadeswas 3] First time speaking in parables.

temporary place. The Abussowasprobably thecenter of Hades, there
is a gulf between the good half and bad half of Hades (Luke 16 -
Abraham’s bosom is the good side of Hades). The Abusso has no

The Four Soils

bottom: and the only place on earth with no bottom is the center of
the earth.

(For anin-depth study of the Book of Jonah, see our briefing package
on Jonah, the Reluctant Prophet.)

Casting out a Demon is Not Enough

44] Casting out a demon from someone leaves a vacancy. One may

cleanse the man of the demon, but one must fill the vacuum left
behind.

Four different conditions encountered, results depend upon the con-
dition.

The Holy Spirit seemsto useidiomsor ideas consistently (called the
“Principle of Expositional Constancy”).

Who is the Sower and what is He sowing?
Don't confuse parableswith stories. Storieshappened. Therichman

and Lazarusis not a parable, he had aname, Lazarus, thiswasareal
event. A parableissort of likeariddle, an object lessonor anallegory.

46] Jesus had brothers and sisters. 3] sower - Isa55:10, 11. God is the Sower and the seed is His Word.
49] Jesuswas saying that Hiscircle, Hisallegiance, wasto Hisfamily of 4] fowl - Jer 5:27.
faith.
7] Jer 4:3; Hos 10:12.
From here on Jesus speaks only in parables to the public.
8] Noticethedeclineinthefruit. Perhapsaprophecy.[Verse18explains
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the parables to the disciplesin private]
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Themodel isthat the L ord isthe Sower, sowing the seed, whichisthe
Word of God. Thefield in the collective sense isthe world. In the
world there is different kinds of ground, in this case, four.
Thefirstishard surface, theseedlaysthereand thebirdsof theair take
itaway. Whoarethebirds? Seev. 19, theevil onetakesaway theseed;
birds are bad in parables.

Instony places, thereisalittle soil but not enoughtotakeroot. A little
pressure, alittle persecution and they are on to the next fad, thereare
No roots.

Third, they mean well but they get swept upinthe cares of thisworld.
The world makes it’s demands on you and the thorns choke out any
spiritual fruit.

Thelast typeisthe condition of the heart where the seed really takes
root and bears fruit.

Why Parables?

10] Theparablesaregiventothosewhoarespiritually enlightened soyou
can know the mysteries of the kingdom. (Not for those in the
darkness.)

12] What is Hetalking about? Spiritual insight.

13] Isa42:20.

14] 1sa6:9,10.

Cf. John 12.

Oneamost getstheideathat thetruthisembodied in parablesto tuck
it away so somecan’t find them. They arealearning aid, but only to
those who have the Holy Spirit to illuminate His truth.

The Tares and the Wheat

24] Sowing good seed.

25] The sower is not necessarily asleep. (The Lord never sleeps).
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30]

39]

Tares- Zizania - seed in Palestine today that looks just like wheat
whileit is growing, but then whileit maturesit turns black (it shows
itstrue color). Becauseif it gets mixed up in the wheat and you bake
bread withit, it is poisonous! Must separate it out.

Therewill beaseparation. A burning of thetares and the wheat into
His barn.

[Seev. 36 for explanation.]

The sower isthe Son of Man. Thefieldistheworld. The good seed
are the children of the Kingdom, but the tares are the children of the
wickedone. Theenemy isthedevil. Theharvestistheend of theAge,
and the reapers are the angels.

“end of the age” - found 6x (v. 39, 40, 47; 24:3; 28:20; Heb 9:26).
Man’s age.

43] “Who hathan ear...,” from Rev 2& 3; the |etters to Seven churches.

34-35] Jesus only spoke to the multitudes in parables (from Chapter 12

on). These parables contain truths that are hidden from the Old
Testament (otherwise they would not have been “kept hidden from
the foundation of the world”). These things that the Lord is talking
aboutinMt 13 arefirsttimeoccasions. Not found overtly inother Old
Testament books.

What has been kept secret? Most concepts are found in the Old
Testament. Except one (Eph 3:5): that the Gentiles should befellow
heirs and of the same body and partakers of His promise in Christ
Jesus by the gospel. The Church, not just that Gentiles, will be
converted.

“Foundation of the world”: 7x here ( Mt 25:34; Lk 11:50; Heb 4:3;
9:26; Rev 13:8; 17:8).

From this mystery, we get the insight that these seven parables have
the specific focusin the Church.

The Mustard Seed

31] Mustard seedsgrow into bushesabout 3feet tall. Haveyou ever seen

abirdlodgein asmall bush? This mustard seed apparently growsto
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become a monstrosity, something larger than it is supposed to. It
becomes a structure so large and spaciousthat birds come and lodge
inthebranches. Birdsarethebirdsthat picked up the seed inthefirst
parable; the ministers of Satan!

The Leaven

33] LeaveninJewishtermsisasymbol of sin. Ex. Passover ceremony to

get the leaven out of the house. Leavenissin becauseit corrupts by
puffing up.

What istheroot of all sin? Pride. Whose pride? Satan's (Isa 14).

Leavenisused asatype of sinthroughout the Old Testament and the
New (2x Jesus says, and 2x Paul says “a little leaven |leaventh the
whole lump.”)

“Three measures of meal”: To an Arab or aJew historically suggests
the Oaks at Mamre (Gen 18 - from that time on - three measures of
meal are the fellowship offering.) Wrong to hide leaven in the
measures of meal! The Church will not be perfect, it will beimpure.
Leaven will be introduced and it will grow and contaminate.

These parables are prophecies of the Church age!

The Hidden Treasure

45-46] Not saying to sell all and buy Jesus Christ, as Jesusisfreegift. To

aspire to doing anything to gain Himis blasphemy. To feel that you
can add one thing to that which He has done 100% is arrogance; to
assume that you can add to that which God has called complete is
blasphemy.

Thetreasureishiddeninthefield, or theworld (Ex 19:5; Ps 135 - we
are described as His peculiar treasure).

TheOnethat gaveupall that Hehadfor thesakeof thetreasureisJesus
Christ! Hewanted thetreasure, Hedidn't buy just onelittle parcel He
bought thewholefield. Hedied onthecrossfor all sinners. Whodid
thebuying? Hedid. What didit cost Him? HisBlood. He purchased
what? Youand I! Who isthe treasure hid in the field? You and I!
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The Pearl of Great Price

45] Soundsliketheparableof thehiddentreasure. SeeMal 3:17, yet says
jewels, not pearls. Remember in the Torah the laws that were laid
down, Deut 8forbidsoysters. Oystersarenot kosher, onecan only eat
seafood with scales. This means that pearls were not prized by the
Jewish community. While they might trade in them because they
would sell them to the Gentiles, pearls are distinctly a Gentile
ornament, not a Jewish ornament.

Sowhy apearl of great value used by Jesusin this parable? Because
of al jewels, pearlsaretheonly onethat ismade by aliving organism
asaresponsetoirritationthat hasbeenintroduced. What afascinating
model of the Church! A Gentile organ grows as the response to an
irritation. The Church alwaysgrew under persecution. Itis removed
from its place of growth to become an item of adornment.

The Dragnet
The judgment. Separation of the good and the bad.
The Householder
52] Some call thisthe Th parable. Somewhat like a figure of speech.
The Seven Letters to Seven Churches

For further study of these parabl es one should study Revelation 2 and
3, the Seven Letters to Seven Churches.

All seven letters are written to all churches and all believers. These
letterswill map all spiritual conditions.

There are four levels of meaning to each etter:
1) Historical (to the specific church)
2) Spiritua (al churches can be mapped from these)
3) Practical (personal application)
4) Mystical or Prophetic (lay out spiritual history of the Church!)

(For acomplete study, see Seven Lettersto Seven Churches briefing
package or our Expositional Commentary on the Book of Revelation.)
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Thyatira

The fourth letter to the seven churches. The key person is Queen
Jezebel, described in Kings where she runs things for Ahab. She
acquires lands for the king by conducting an inquisition and then
having them falsely accused. Jezebel introduces false doctrine and
perverts the value of the church.

So the fourth |etter we see awoman introducing false doctrine. The

fourth kingdom parable in Matthew 13 was a woman introducing
leaven!

The Pearl of Great Price Parallel

The Church grown as a living organism, which has to be removed
from its place of growth to become an item of adornment.

The sixth letter, to Philadelphia, the promise of the raptureis noted,
how they will be taken out before the hour of trial.

Paul’s Letters Parallels
Paul wrote 13 letters. Three of them are duplicates (1 & 2nds).

Leaving 10 addresses, three of which are Pastors (Timothy, Titusand
Philemon). Paul wrote Seven Churches.

Ephesus Ephesians

Smyrna Philippians (joy through suffering)
Pergamos Corinthians (marriage to the world)
Thyatira Galatians (Religious externalism)

Sardis Romans (The Remnant and orthodoxy)
Philadelphia Thessalonians (The raptured Church)
Laodicea Colossians (only amile apart, |etter notes to

tradewith L aodicea, and Greek phrasesunique
only to these two letters)

Last Visit to Nazareth

54] Goes to His hometown, teaches in the synagogue and they are
impressed.

(Remember Hislast visit where they wanted to stone Him.)
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55] Carpenter’s son.

Notehisbrethren! Mary did not remainavirgin after Jesus! Weknow
that after His resurrection, at least two of his brethren become
believers, James and Jude.

58] The Lord can work in His own sovereignty, however He chooses to
reward faith.

Chapter 14

Therearemorethanjust thestorieshere. Theeventsarerea, yet they
arenot in their historical order.

Murder of John the Baptist
This occasion is aflashback, past event.
Herod, Tetrarch

There are at | east three generations of Herods in the New Testament,
and from each generation there is at least two mentioned. Herod's
family tree is unusua in that you have daughters that marry great
uncles.

This is not Herod the Great found in Mt 2. He was Idumean, not
Jewish. He was in power because of his politics with Rome. He
undertook extensive building campaigns, Masada, etc.

When he died he was succeeded by Herod Archelaus, the Tetrarch of
Judea, Samaria, and ldumea. Then Philip of Trachonitis. Then Herod
Antipas, the one we are discussing in this passage. The Tetrarch of
Galileeand Paria. Thefourthwasanother Philip, who was east of the
Jordan (mentioned in Luke 3:1).

Herod Antipaswas married to the daughter of King Aretasof Arabia.
But being married to this Arabian daughter of an Arab King was sort
of academic because he lived in open adultery with his brother
Phillip's wife, Herodius. And that is what John the Baptist kept
preaching against. Herod tried to silence him by throwing him in
prison. Herodius had more ambitious plans, she wanted his head,
literally! Her daughter, Salome, danced beforetheKing. Apparently
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it wasthe style of the King at such occasionsto grant abroad wish if
he is pleased. Herodius had planned for this occasion. Salome
requested (by the prompting of her mother) for the head of John the
Baptist on asilver platter. Herod was upset because he did not want
todothisfor political reasons, but hehad committed himself. Salome
was married to her great uncle Phillip (mentioned in Luke 3).

Herod Antipasissucceeded by Herod Agrippa, heistheonethat starts
the Christian persecutionsin Jerusalem. (Acts 12) He has a son that
isalso named Agrippa.

13] “of it” isverse 1. All therest is sort of a parenthesis.

Jesus avoidstheregion of Herod the Tetrarch and staysin theregion
of Phillip. (Until theright time.)

Jesus by boat, on the Sea of Galilee. Can go by foot around the Sea,
it'sjust amany milejourney.

“Cities’: Many cities around the Sea of Galilee.

Five Thousand Fed

Fivethousand men, pluswomen and children. Outinthewilderness.

Thisistheonly precrucifixion miraclethat isinall four Gospels. (Lk
9:10-17; Mk 6:30-44; Jn 6:1-14). There arevery few eventsthat are
inall four. Why isthisoneincluded?

John notesthat thesel oaveswerein somesmall basket that achild had
(John 6:5-9).

19] Getting such alarge multitude to sit down was also not asmall task!

20] “filled”: they were full! Twelve baskets |eft over!

Why did the Lord do this? Practical dimension, alot of people came
along way to hear Him, so He made sure that their needs were met.

Why fiveloavesand 2twofishes? Fiveisnumber of grace. Noticethat

wherever we see the number five used in scripture it is in a place
suggestive of the Grace of God. Two isthe number of witness. Two
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witnesses are seen in Joshua, in Revelation, etc. Why 12 baskets | eft
over? Maybe to teach the twelve disciples alesson, one for each to
take home... 12 apostles, 12 Tribes, perhaps speaking of Isragl.

Jesus Walks on Water

23]
25]

30]

31]

33

36]

Did Jesus know that there was a storm coming? Jesus made the
disciples go on the boat.

One can infer that these experienced fishermen were reluctant to go
to sea because they could see a storm coming.

“aloneto pray”: Hos 5:15.

“fourth watch”: Just before dawn.

Lesson for you and I.

We get the impression that while Peter looked at the Lord he was
doing fine. Believing something and having faith are two different
things. | can believethat the Lord will sustain me, | don’t havefaith
until | actually step off. Faith hasto do with believing coupled with
relying upon, trusting.

We get theimpression that Peter looked around at his circumstances,
then he starts to sink.

Why did he sink? Because of hisdoubt. Looking down caused him
to doubt and the doubt caused him to lose power.

Always remember Rom 8:28!

One gets the impression that there was more than the 12 disciplesin
the boat.

Noticetheir belief. Thiswas Gentile country.

Some Conjecture

Why are the stories in this order? Chapter 12 is a major milestone
where Jesusisrejected by Israel. Chapter 13 hasthe seven kingdom
parables that embody truths that had been hidden until now, the
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Church. Chapter 14 may haveancther layer of insight deeper thanthe
stories.

Herodisausurper, theKing of thisage, whoisliving in open adultery
(Jas 4:4). He daughters a prophet at the request of woman (Rev
18:24). John was the closing of the Old Testament.

Next, people werefed in the wilderness. With 12 baskets|eft over, a
Jewish symbol (12 tribes).

The Lord deliberately setsthem upin aboat in the middle of the Sea.
Boatstypologically after the onegreat boat, Noah'sark. “Kefar” in
Genesisistrandated “ pitched,” however, everywhereelseitistrans-
lated “ atonement.” The Seaisatype of Gentile nations(Dan 7). The
Lord is praying for them upon amountain. A mountain isatype of
government (Dan 2). So we have Jesus on the Mountain of God,
interceding for aboat in a stormy sea.

Peter isacalled out one, ecclesia. While the called out assembly is
focused on Him they arefine, but when they take their eyes off Him
they sink.

36] “hem of His garment”: echo back to the woman with the issue of

blood?

Chapter 15

Traditions of Judaism vs. Commandments of God

1]

3]

The Pharisee headquarters was in Jerusalem, so why mention that
these were from Jerusdlem? We will be seeing a confrontation
between thetraditions of Judaism and the commandmentsof God. In
somerespects Judai sm wastheembodiment of thecommandments of
God, and it was the respect and reverence that Judaism had for the
Torah that preserved them for God' spurpose. Y et, Judaismwasalso
ensnared with traditions of men.

Jesus escal ates the whole discussion up ahit.
“Wash not their hands’: Bibledoeshavelawsfor the priests, yet here

we are talking about your everyday orthodox Jew, of which thereis
nothing about washing your handsin thissensein the Old Testament.
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In Judaism, thereareoral traditions, whichthey put abovethewritten
tradition. Theoral traditionswhichwereembodiedinwritingscalled
theTalmud and, in another sense, theMishna, superseded the Torah.
They held the Torah higher, but would only look at it through the
interpretation of the Talmud or the Mishna. For example: Ex 34:26,
and the kosher laws.

Cf. Ex 21:17.

Therewasaset of traditions. Onebeing that you could set aside some
of your goods for either of two purposes. as a dedication to the
Temple, or in reserve for the performance of avow. If your goods
wereinthat category, you could claim them as corban—it isagift, or
vow. Which meant specifically that thosegoodswere set asidefor the
Templefor the Lord, or for the keeping of somevow. Fromthisidea
came apractice, say grandpa and grandmawere hungry, you wereto
provide for them. But if you had a big steak you could declare it
corban as being exempt from having to take care of your parentswith
it. Ifitwascorbanit wasexcluded fromyour requirement to take care
of your parents. So they used thistradition of reserving it asagift to
God as an excuse to get around the commandment to care for their
father and their mother.

So Jesus is saying that these traditions are not only wrong, but they
have been contrived as to make the commandment of God of no
effect!

1sa29:13.

Resemblanceto Church of Sardis, Rev 3: denominationalism. Every-
one of the great heresies started with a germ of truth that got
exaggerated, overemphasized, over embellished and eventually be-
cameaheresy. Scriptural protection fromthissort of trapisto absorb
the whole counsel of God.

The Heart of Man

13] For aplant to bebad, all it hasto beisaplant that God did not plant!

Meaning things in your life. Anything that isin your life that God
didn’t plant is temporal and will be rooted out.

15] Parables areriddles. Thisis not a parable thisis a straightforward

instruction.
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19] Theft isaso denying someone else the rightful use of hisor her own
property.

None of us can lay claim to not having any one of these occur in our
heart.

The Law of Moses dealt with the overt act with was enforceable by
the society. Jesus Christ in Matthew 5,6 and 7 on the Sermon of the
Mount, translates those intents to the heart. If you even think these
things...

Heart: Jer 17:9-10. Nothing is more deceitful than the heart. Incur-
ably wicked. God never cures an old heart, He gives us a new one.

Syrophenician Woman

21] Areaof Lebanon, sheisnot Jewish; sheisaGentile, and sheisof a
specifically cursed group, the Canaanites (Joel 3:17; Zech 14:21:
Two propheci esthat point to thefact that the Canaanitewill bedriven
out of the land. The Canaanites were not supposed to be spared by
Joshua.)

22] “Sonof David” isatitleof the Messiah. He doesnot respond because
she has no basis (being Canaanite).

23] The Lord chose to ignore her!

24] His primary mission wasto Israel.

25] “Lord": Different than her first calling of Him as*“ Son of David.”
26] “dogs’ is not goy like goyim, but actually puppies.

Feeding Four Thousand

34] Notethat thereare seven loaves, and thefishesaren’t numbered. The
Holy Spirit is drawing our attention to the number seven.

37] This time more loaves (7 vs. 5) less people (4000 vs. 5000 men+
women and children) and less |eft over (7 vs. 12 baskets).

In the first case, the small boy that had the basket (the basket was
actually asmall hand pail).
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Theword basket hereinthe Greek isalargehamper, at | east twiceand
up to five times bigger. So the seven baskets here may have been a
lot more than was left over last time.

Thefirst feeding had emphasized, five the number of grace, and the
two fishes—the number of witness. They were specifically aimed at
Israel, they had left over 12 baskets full. Twelve is the number of
government of Isragl, the 12 tribes.

Inthiscase, they had beenwiththemfor 3 days, thenumber 3 suggests
theresurrection or new beginning. Thismight beahint of theChurch,
the seven baskets full!

Chapter 16

1] ThePhariseeswiththe Sadducees—strange combination becausethe
Pharisees were the extreme religionists, the Sadducees were the
unitarians, the modernists. They did not believe in the supernatural,
or the resurrection.

3] “signsof thetimes’: The signs of the end, to know what timeitison
God's clock.

4] “sign of the prophet Jonah”: Second time that Jesus has used the
prophet Jonah as a“sign of thetimes’ (12:40).

Some scholars believe that this has a double fulfillment. The first
fulfillmentis, indeed, as Jonah spent threedaysand three nightsinthe
belly of thewhale, so shall the son of man spend three days and three
nightsin the belly of the earth: this clearly refersto Jesus' resurrec-
tion. Some scholars believe that the second fulfillment refersto the
nation Israel and will beasign whenthey, asaprerequisite condition
to the second coming of Jesus Christ, the remnant petitions for Him
to save them and after the third day He comes and intervenes.

(See aso Jonah, the Reluctant Prophet, and The Next Holocaust
briefing packages.)

Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees

They think that Jesus brings up leaven because they had forgotten to
bring bread.
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8] Jesusredlizesthat they are misunderstanding the whole thing.

12] Why isthishere? Partly to alert you asto what leaven really means
back in Mt 13.

Peter’'s Confession
13] Caesarea Philippi: Near the headwaters of the Jordan River.
14] Elijah was prophesied in Mal 4:5,6.
Jeremiah: Jer 11:19; thought he might fulfill 1sa53:7.
Moses prophesied to return; Deut 18:18.

16] “Christ” is Greek for Meshiach in Hebrew, the ancinted one.

17] “SimonBarjona’: Son of Jonah or Son of theDove. Doveisasymbol
of the Holy Spirit.

18] Petros. Part of arock, that which is hewn out of arock, astone.
Petra: the rock out of which astoneis hewn (Mt 7:24, 25).

Pun between Peter (the stone) and Petra(therock). Whoisthe Rock?
1 Cor 3:11; Eph 2:20; 1 Cor 10:4; 1 Pet 2:4-7.

Peter was not infallible; Paul in Gal 2:11-16 hasto dress him down.
Idea of Peter being thefirst popein not Biblical. (See The Kingdom
of Blood Briefing Package for an in-depth study.)

19] Werethese given only to Peter? No, given to all disciplesin Mt 18.

20] Why to keep a secret? Histime had not yet come.
Cost of Discipleship
24] Notapremisefor salvation! That iswhat comesout of our salvation.

27] Not saved by works. Here Heistalking to His disciples instructing
them to make their salvation fruitful.

28] Thisversereally belongsin Chapter 17.
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The Transfiguration

28] Some teach that this means that the Kingdom of God would come
during the disciples’ lifetime. It didn't.

“In hiskingdom”: The answer is before us, Mt 17!

Peter, James and John who were standing there are going to have a
unique experience.

Chapter 17

1] Peter, James and John: Theinner circle.

“High mountain”: Tradition says it was Tabor, but probably not
because it was inhabited at that time. Most scholars suspect it might
be Mount Hermon, but we don’t know for sure.

2] Transfigured. Threeaccountsof thisevent; hereandalsoin Mk 9:2-
13; Lk 9:28-36. Lukementionsthat thishappenswhileHeispraying,
His raiment became white and effulgent, it glowed. Matthew notes
that He was bright as the Sun (Ps 19:5,6).

“Transfigured”: appears 2x more; Rom 12:2; 2 Cor 3:18 (“Trans-
formed”).

5] “bright cloud”: The Shekinah Glory. The cloud that followed them
by day and the pillar of fire at night in the wilderness wanderings.
Seen on Mount Sinai. It is the presence of the glory of God that
inhabitsthe Holy of Holiesof the Temple. Thiscloud that overshad-
ows Him here, ultimately takes Him up in the ascension (Acts 1.9).

“Voice” isan authentication. Very reminiscent of the Baptism.

Hereit sets Peter straight, aswhilethere are three personageshereon
the hill, they are by no means equal .

What doesit all mean? See2 Pet 1:16-20. Peter herealertsyoutothe

fact that thereis something about Matt 17 that has not only to dowith
the glory of Jesus Christ, but also His Second Coming.
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TheHoly Spiritisshowing usthe Lord in glory and also building for
us amodel of His Kingdom.

Why Moses and Elijah?

10]

12]

Luke 9:27. What we are seeing is not only the glory of Jesus Christ,
but aso a staff meeting. They are discussing the redemption,
specifically His departure from Jerusalem.

Two suggestions.  These two men characterize two different things:
The Law and The Prophets. The Law came by Moses, the Prophet
Elijah was an uniquely empowered prophet. Other prophets were
powerful in their writings but, Elijah called down fire from heaven,
shut the rain off for 3 %2 years! Mentioned by our Lord (Luke 4:25)
and his brother James (Jas 5:17).

Another distinction between them that is provocative—M oses died!
In Moses we can typify the dead in Christ that are saved. Elijah did
not die, hewastranslated. So hecantypify thosethat areat thethrone
without having tasted death (the “ rapture,” thosethat weretranslated
without death).

They are asking why the scribes look for Elijah coming (Mal 4:5).
The Old Testament closes with a prophecy. Elijah was expected by
the Jewish leadership to precede the Great and terrible Day of the
Lord. John 1:19the Jewsasked Johnthe Baptist if hewasElijah. Are
you “that prophet”? Meaning Moses due to Deut 18.

Jesus Christ changes idioms here and speaks parabolically. Jesus
pointsout inv. 11 that Elijah’stimeis still yet future. But then He
says that Elijah has come aready, He meansin type or in spirit.

Revelation 11

Verses 3-14 describe an episode. Who are these two withesses?

Three different people were prophesied to come:
1) Messiah: Mal 3:1-3, 5,6;
2) Elijah: Mal 4:5,6 (last wordsin OT);
3) Moses: Deut 18:15-19.

Page 88

Two ministries unfinished:
1) Moses: Num 20:12; Deut 3:16-28;
2) Elijah: 1 Kgs 17:1; 19:13-16; 2 Kgs 2:11.

Given 4 powers:
1) Power to shut the heaven that it rain not (Elijah; 1 Kgs 17:1;
Lk 4:25; Jas 5:17);
2) Firefrom heaven (Elijah: 1 Kgs 18:37; 2 Kgs 1:10,12; Jer
5:14);
3) Water to blood (Moses: Ex 7:19);
4) Plagues (Moses. Ex 8-12).

All the elements of the future Kingdom are herein Mt 17. We have
Jesusinglory, not Hishumiliation. Mosesisinglory, alsoradiant and
shinning, he represents the redeemed through death (Mt 13:43; Lk
9:30-34). Elijahistherein glory, and he represents those that have
entered the kingdom through the translation or rapture (1 Cor 15:50-
51; 1 Thess4:13-17). If that isthe casewhoisPeter, Jamesand John?
They are Israel or the remnant in the flesh, the 12 apostles will rule
over the 12 tribes (Ezek 37:21-27).

After they came down from the mountain, the multitude at the foot of
themountain might bethosewho were brought into thekingdom after
it isestablished asis described (Isa 11:10-12).

The Disciples Couldn’t Heal Child

21] [Some scholars point out that this verse does not appear in the oldest

manuscripts. Codex Snaticus and Codex Vaticanus.]

Thelesson hereis very straightforward. They could not make their
witness effective here due to unbelief. Pray and fasting, self-denial.
The Lord makesiit clear that they should have been able to heal the
child. The capacity of them to serve God was constrained by their
unbelief.

Your faith is not an inhibitor to the Lord causing someone to be
healed. The Lord healed people who were dead (Jarius' daughter,
Lazarus). It isthe power of Jesus Christ that heals, not someone’s
faith. Don’t jump to the conclusion that a Christian isill dueto their
lack of faith! That would be a misapplication. Paul the apostle was
not healed of hisaffliction, threetimesheprayedfor healing. Washis
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faith lacking? The Lord may choose not to heal someone. That
doesn’t mean that your lack of faith might be an impediment to His
healing you, but His not healing you is not a proof that you lack the
faith. Itisanecessary but not sufficient solution. TheL ord may have
some other purpose in mind.

The Miracle of the Fish and the Tribute Money

24] Peter isalone. Peter without checking says of course he does.

25] Jesus asking who pays tribute, the residents or the tourists? Some
scholars believe that thisis atribute for the Temple. Ex 30 talks of
ransom money for the soul. Thefirstborn of every household had to
beredeemed. Questionablewhether thesearelinked. Other scholars
believe thismoney wasto be raised from the strangers not the locals.

26] Jesusis saying that they are not subject to this tax.

27] Thereisaspeciesof fish, indigenousto the Sea of Galilee, that have
the characteristic that they pick up bright things off the bottom and
carry them inthemouth. Locally, they now call thisfish“St. Peter’'s
Fish.”

Jesusused thefish asamethod to demonstrateto Peter that Hewasthe
Lord of Creation. He clearly was not subject to thistax.

Chapter 18

Who is Greatest?

1] Itdoesn'ttakealot of insight tofigurethat thedisciplesseemtobeon
some kind of ego trip.

Notice the patience that Jesus has.

3] simplicity, innocence, unquestioning, acceptance, yielding like a
little child. Contrastsverse 1.

4] vs. Appleof Eye (whichislsragl). Zech 2:8; 1sa 63:9.

Page 90

Offenses

7] Offenses. Onebeing Judas|scariot. Ps41:9 predictsthebetrayal, yet
this does not take any responsibility off Judas? No, seethisverse.

10] Biblical support for the concept of guardian angels (at least for the
kids). Heb 1:14, only the saved have guardian angels?

[vs. “His Angel” = His Spirit; Acts 12:157]
Don't pray to them, nor thank them, thank the L ord!

Are Children Saved?

Aresmall children saved if they die beforethe age of accountability?
One can build a strong Biblical case supporting thisidea. 2 Sam
12:23; Rom 7:9 (scholarsgenerally believethat Paul isreferringtohis
childhood before the age of accountability.) Also see verse 14.
[However, nothing in theology is free of controversy.]

12] The point isthat the one which was lost was received with joy upon
itsreturn.

14] Anocther comfort that little children are saved.

15] Lev 19:17; Gal 6:1.

17] put out of the fellowship.

18] Example: 1 Cor 5 deals with man and incest. In the second letter
where this person had repented he admoni shesthe Church to forgive
him (1 Cor 5:9-13 vs. 2 Cor 2:5-11). The person was bound to the
ways of theworld and forgiven or freed from thatin 2 Cor 2. (For a
completestudy of thesetwo books, see our Expositional Commentary

on First and Second Corinthians.)

19] Also arisesthe concept of where two or three shall agree. Theword
“agree” is“symphonize.”

20] not “in” my Name, but “unto” my Name. A little more emphatic
reference.
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[Ancient rabbinical teaching noted that wheretwo or three are sitting FromtheTemplededication (1Kgs8roughly 10058.c.) totheedict
in judgment, the Shekinah isin the midst of them.] of Artaxerxes(Neh2:1in4458.c.). 1005-445=560 years. But also
included isthe 70 yearsin Babylon. 560 -70=490 years.

Forgiveness
From Artaxerxes to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ is 490

Forgiveness. One of the prerequisites for forgiveness is repentance years, but counting only those years that Israel is under God's
onthepart of the person who isto beforgiven. Forgivenessisaways directive (and not dispersed or in captivity).
based on the repentance of the offender. The underlying ideaisthat
we should forgive as God has forgiven us (Eph 4:32; Col 3:13). Parable of the Talents
490 24] “tdent”: Very vauable ancient coin. Nominally equal to ayear's

wage. [10,000 talents = $12 million]

22] 70X 7.
28] 100 denari = $17.

Jesus' way of saying alot more than seven? Yet, on four occasions

of Israel’ shistory sheisforgiven 490 timesand then comes*“theaxe.” Just forgiven $12 million dollars!
2 Chr 36:21. For 490 years Israel failed to keep the Sabbath year of 35] Thebasicissueisif youhavebeenforgivenmuch, Heisexpectingyou
the land. The Sabbath for the land was six years to cultivate, the to forgive those with trespasses against you.
seventhtorest. Since they failed to keep the Sabbath of the land for .
490 years, the Lord said you owe me 70 and sent them into captivity Forgiveness: .
in Babylon. Heforgavethemfor 70 X 7 timesand then called what Never remembersour sin (Heb 10:17)
was due. Restorative forgiveness (1 John 1:9)
Discipline retained (2 Sam 13,14)
(For anin-depth study of thisunique prophecy, see Daniel’ s Seventy Forgive others (Col 3:13)

Weeks Briefing Package.) Degr ees of Punishment:

Four 490-Year Intervals in History Luke 12:47, 48
John 13:7
From Abraham unto the Exodusin Egypt 75+430=505. (75 from Rom 2:12
1 John 5:17

promise in Gen12:4; Gal 3:17 says 430). Except there are 15 years
thereweretherewasausurper with shmael. 505-15=490years.

Chapter 19
From the Exodus to the Temple (1 Kgs 6 is 591 years; 1 Kgs 8
dedicated Temple with another 10 yearsinvolved. = 601 years.) Divorce
However, if you go through the servitudesin the Judges; it wasunder
Mesopotamiafor 8 years, under the Moabitesfor 18 years; under the 3] Therewere two schools of thought:
Canaanites for 20 years; under the Midianites for 7 years; under the Hillel - anything reason (like bad cooking!)
Philistines and Ammonites together for 18 years; and under the Shammai - only adultery.
Philistineslater for 40 years: The 6 servitudesin the Book of Judges
add up to 111 years. 601-111=490 years. This was a dispute among the sects of the Pharisees.
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4] No evolution here, all design, purpose.
5] Quoted from Gen 2:24. Quoted 2x by Jesus and 2x by Paul.

The concept of cleaving also involves the concept of |eaving mother
and father.

God’ sintended plan was two by two. No polygamy, bigamy... Man
and wife, singular. The intent wasto be for their lifetime.

7] Misquote. Mosesdid not command, Mosesallowed. (Jesusauthenti-
cates that Deut iswritten by Moses!)

12] Thisisnot aninvitation to celibacy. It issimply an indication that
some people have the gift of desire to be celibate.

Marriage as amystical union (Cf. Eph 5:31,32).
Basisfor Marriage:
1) Biological
2) Psychological
3) Sociological
4) Supernatural
God uses the marriage relationship to communicate His precious
truths, namely the relationship between Christ and the Church. Eph
5. (See our Expositional Commentary on Ephesians.)
Adam asa“type’ of Christ (Gen 3; 1 Tim 2:14).
Fornication before wedlock (Deut 22:13, 14, 20, 21).
The Children
13] Part of our outreach isto the children.
The Rich Young Ruler
16] Notethe basisison works.

17] Why good?

One of three conclusions; Heis Liar, Lunatic or Lord.
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The purpose of the Law is to show that we cannot earn our way to
heaven.

21] Discipleship: costs al that one has! To live for others. Phil 3:7,8;
Luke 14:33 (26, 27)

Law promised life (Lev 18:5; Gal 3:12). 2nd Commandment (Lev
19:18).

24] “camel through the eye of the needle”’: many theories. One saysthat
it referstothesmall door next to the gate, where aloaded camel could
not pass through.

24] Isit possible to be saved if you arerich? Y es, because of verse 26.
See1Tim6:10. Money isnot theroot of al evil, the LOVE of money
is! (Moneyisonly aunit of measure.) Money canbeablessing (1 Tim
6:17-19).

28] 12 thronesjudging the 12 tribes of Isragl.

The apostle’ sdestiny is Isragli, not Gentile. Paul was the apostle to
the Gentiles.

24 Dispensational Gaps in Scripture

1) Genl 1,2

2) Ps 22 21,22

3) Ps 118 middle of v. 22
4) Isa9:6 after first clause
5) Isa53 middle of v. 10
6) Isa 61 middle of v. 2
7 Lam4 21,22

8) Dan9 26,27

9) Dan 11 20,21

10) Hos 2 13,14

11) Hos 3 45

12) Amos9 10,11

13) Micah 5 23

14) Hab 2 13,14

15) Zeph 9 78

16) Zech 10 9,10

17) Mt 10 middle of v. 23
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18) Mt 12 middle of v. 20

19) Lk1 31,32

20) Lk 4 18-20 (our Lord quoting I1sa61:1,2)
21) Lk 21 middle of v. 24

22) Jnl 5,6

23) 1Petl middle of v. 11

24) Rev 12 5,6

30] Those who have faithfully focused on Jesus will be startled by the
impact that their liveshave had on others. Whilethosekeeping score
may bein for some unpleasant surprises.

Chapter 20

Parable of the Laborers

2] “denarius’: lin those days was basically a day’s wage.
5] 9am., noon, 3 p.m.

6] 11th hour isone hour short of quitting time.

7] Willing to work.

13] Did not do anyone wrong. Gave to everyone that which was
bargained for.

They are not earning their salvation. It doesn’t matter if one worked
all day or one hour, one can NOT earn your salvation.

Jesusis simply saying that God will deal as He will.
Jesus Predicts His Future

19] Jesus lays out His crucifixion and resurrection. Nothing came as a
surprise. Did they understand Him? (No. Lk 18:34.)

The Jewish Mother

20] TheMother of Zebedee' schildren; i.e., themother of Jamesand John.
(Not James the brother of Jesus).
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21] Theaccount that occursin Mark 10:35 indicatesthat James and John
were of the same mind. So this was not a case of the mother
embarrassing her two sons.

22] Some texts omit that last phrase about being baptized with the
baptism.

“Weareable’: They have noideawhat Heisgoing to do, the cup that
Heis about to drink of.

25] Classical worldly hierarchy.

27] Mentionshere, what Hedemonstrates|ater at thelast supper when He
washes their feet.

Jesus mentions here (and demonstrates later with deeds) what the
Church should view in terms of its organization. Not a hierarchy.
Church was to be organized with a shepherd.

Two Blind Men

If you compare this with the same accountsin Luke (18:35-43) and
Mark (10:46-52) they are abit different. Luke describesthisasthey
cameto Jericho and Mark describesthe healing of theblind menwhen
they depart from Jericho. Theideathat they don’t quite agreeexactly
refutes the idea that they are colluding. Yet, if you read it carefully
you will discover that what Luke isreally saying isthat they met the
one beggar asthey got to the city. Both Matthew and Mark indicate
that the healing took place as they were leaving.

Both Mark and Luke describe one blind man, while Matthew de-
scribestwo. How many werethere? Two. Mark and Luke focuson
the one who had a better witness, while there still were two.

Also in Chapter 9 there were two blind men healed just before the
twelve were sent out to the Kingdom of Israel. Here Matthew
highlightstwo blind men healed at the close of the Galilean ministry
and just before the Triumphal entry.
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Chapter 21

The Triumphal Entry

3]

5]

9

Recorded in Mk 11:1-10; Lk 19:29-38; Jn 12:12-19.
A prearranged password isimplied.
Quoting Zech 9:9.

There were severa times that Jesus became popular and the crowd
wanted Him to be King. Each time Jesus dlips away and notes that
“Mine hour hasnot yet come.” Here Jesus stagesthe event! Hedoes
this deliberately to fulfill an Old Testament prophecy.

This was four days before Passover. Every able-bodied male was
required by the Law to go to Jerusalem for Passover. So Jerusalem at
thistime was atourist center.

Riding this unbroken colt was amiracle in itself!

Account in Luke notes that they are singing Ps 118, heralding Jesus
astheMeshiach Nagid, theMessiahtheKing. ThePhariseesareupset
because they felt that they were blaspheming.

For acomplete study of the prophecy of the Triumphal Entry do see
our briefing package, Daniel’ s Seventy Weeks, where the Triumphal
Entry is predicted to the very day!

Did Jesusever sit onthethroneof David?No, it didn’t exist then. He
will later.

Cf. 1 Kgs1:38-40: Solomon brought to hiscoronation riding David's
mule.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

12] The bazaars and Temple markets were the franchise of the Sons of

Annas. Inorder to comply with the requirements of the Temple, you
had to have the Temple currency. This created the need for
moneychangers. The whole practice was corrupt and aso in the
wrong place. Also aforeshadow corresponding to Revelation where
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13]

judgment starts in the House of God. (Mal 3:1-3; 2 Thess 2:3,4).
“Temple of God”: Neither Solomon’s nor Herod's.

Quoting from Isa 56:7.

The Fig Tree

19]

23]

Bethany, a Sabbath days walk from Jerusalem. Some very special
timesin Bethany, where Lazarusiis raised.

In most varieties of fig treesin this part of the country, the figs show
up beforetheleaves. So by thetimethere are leaves, there should be
fruit onit.

“Bethphage”: House of unripe figs. Cf. Luke 13:6-9; Mt 21:17-20;
24:32,33. (Three fig tree parables which profile Isragl, in terms of
expecting fruit and getting fruit or enduring till the end.)

The concept of thefig tree: Some say it represents|sragl, others say,
more specifically, Judah.

Isa24, Hos 9, Joel 1. Thelesson herefor thedisciplesisif they don't
bear fruit they are in jeopardy. One cannot judge the human heart—
that is God' s job—however, one can inspect the fruits!

Jesus’ Authority Challenged

By what authority?

Thisislate in the game, they have had their chance.

24] He will give them His answer when He is under oath at the trial.

25] “Catch 22": No matter how they answer they lose.

In Chapter 23 Jesus pronounces eight woes upon the Pharisees.

Parable of the Two Sons

One saysthat heis not going to do it, but he does; and the other says
he will, but he doesn't. Heistalking to the Scribes and Pharisees.
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All that the Lord said, we will do (Ex 24:7 vs. Rom 2:24 vs. John
3:35).

31] Why tax collectorsand harlots? Their lifestyleisrebellious, but they
might repent. In contrast to the Scribes and Pharisees whose words
are supportive and yet their hearts are far from Him.

The Vineyard
Isa5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Ps 80:8.

35] Killed: Acts 7:52.

37] “hisson™: in Mk 12:6 notes his beloved son.

Son - John 1:11; 6:38; 7:28,29.
Killed - Acts2:23.
Jewish guilt: 1 Thess 2:2,14,15.
Gentiles guilt: Acts 4:26,27.
Vs. Usand our sins.

42] Stone: Ps118:22. Cf. Dan 2:34,35.

Idea of Jesus being the stone (I1sa28; Ex 17; 33; 1 Cor 10; Mt 21; Isa
8; Zech 3).

Acts 4:11; Eph 2:20; 1 Pet 2:7.
44] Stumble: Isa8:14.
Ground to Powder: Dan 2:34, 35.

Mountainsareidiomsfor government. Thisstonebecomesagovern-
ment.
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Tape Listing

Tape 1: Matthew 22 & 23

The Marriage Feast. The Woes to the Pharisees.
Tape 2: Matthew 24:1 - 15

The Olivet Discourse. The Temple will be destroyed.
Tape 3: Matthew 24:16 - 36

The Great Tribulation. Parable of the Fig Tree.
Tape 4. Matthew 24:37 - Chapter 25

The Days of Noah. The 10 Virgins. The 10 Talents.
Tape 5: Matthew 26

Jewish authorities plot Jesus' death. The Last Passover. Jesus
betrayal.

Tape 6: Matthew 27

Anillegal trial for Jesus. Jesusis crucified.

Tape 7: Matthew 28

The Feast of First fruits. The Resurrection.

Tape 8: Ivan Panin

Ivan Panin. Genesis 5 genealogy.
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Chapter 22

The Marriage Feast

3] “tothemthat werebidden” (John 1:11). Johnistalking about Isragl,
Jesus came to them. The Jews rejected Him. (Y et, remember v. 13
notes that those who received Him.)

Thewholeideais that Jesus came first unto Israel.

6] Remnant slew hisservants. This can be seen many ways, oneisthe
dlaughtering of the prophets. Others note the parallel with Peter in
Acts 3:19-21 with the stoning of Stephen. Clearly, Isragl isguilty of
not only having rejected the Messiah, but also of the blood of the
prophets, etc.

7] Armies! Ex 15:3; Nu 21:14!
10] Thecall to the Gentiles.
11] Eastern customisfor the host to provide the garmentsfor the guests.

The guests were expected to be wearing the robes provided by the
King.

12] Garmentsfor the marriage supper: in Rom 10:3, we will be standing
before God by Jesus' righteousness, not our own. Isa 64:6, “our
righteousness” is as filthy rags (polite words for “used menstrual
cloths’).

13] Hereiswheretheidiom, or the mechanic of the parable yieldsto the
reality which Christ is focusing on. He is obviously taking about
something far broader inimpact than simply awedding and abreach
of etiquette.

Saul of Tarsus: At first would have tried to come by his own
righteousness, but was confronted on Damascus Road and accepted
Christ’srobe of righteousness (Rom 10:1-13; Phil 3:7-9; Acts4:12).

This parable shows the need to be properly attired for the wedding

feast. A lot of prophetic overtones: the word going out twice, first to
Israel and then the Gentiles; the righteousness required...
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The Herodians

Herodians are pro-Roman Jews. Herod was not Jewish, he was
|dumaean, hewas established there by Rome. They werejoined with
the Pharisees politically, as both were powerful groups even though
they had some very substantial differences (the Phariseesbeing ultra
Judaistic and the Herodians being pro-Roman).

16] Not the same group, only thing in common hereisthat they are both
trying to entrap Jesus.

17] In asking this question, they thought that Jesus would have to side
with one of the groups: either pro-Roman or pro-Temple.

18] “tribute money”: Roman coins, more valuable.

21] Caesar’s picture was on the coin.

The Sadducees
The modernists, they did not believe in the resurrection, nor angels.

24] Quoting Deut 25:5.

25] Obviously a contrived question meant to entrap Jesus.

28] Their way of poking fun at the Pharisaical belief of aresurrection.

They are not trying to get at this Levitical law, but rather the idea of
aresurrection.
Jesus does not attack alot of things here, instead He focuses on one
issue. He draws upon the one common base that they al have, the
Torah. The Sadducees did not accept the rest of the Old Testament,
but they did accept thefive booksof Maoses, the Torah or what wecall
the Pentateuch.

29] Hedoesnot deal withtheissuedeeply, Hejust pointsout that they are
all messed up.

30] First, Jesus pointsout that the concept of marriagein theresurrection

isjust not Scriptural. Hedoesnot say that angel sare sex-less, just that
they do not marry.
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31] Therea issueisthe resurrection, which Jesus addresses head on.
32] It isamazing that the God of the universeis calling Himself by the
names of these three men. Notethat He does not say that He wasthe
God of .. But rather isthe God of .. Present tense, not just that God is
in the present tense, but that those three men arein the present tense,
not past.
(For a complete study of the B'nai Elohim, see our Expositional

Commentary on Genesis or the briefing packages The Flood of Noah
and Return of the Nephilim.)

The Pharisees

37] Quoting Deut 6:5. Phylacteries are |eather boxes containing Scrip-
turesthat are strapped to their left hand and to their foreheads.

Note Deut 6 notes“with all thy strength” vs. Jesus’ quote of “with all
thy mind.” Jesus addsthe part of mind, and Paul discusses renewing
one’'smind, a New Testament concept.

39] Quoting Lev 19:18. Cf. Rom 13:10; also 8, 9, 10. Love is the
controlling principle: 2 Pet 1:4; 1 John 3:14; 5:1,2.

Jesus’ Question
42] On this question hangs our entire life. “Whose son is he?’

44] Quoting Ps 110. Cf. Rom 1:1-4; Micah 5:2; Ps 2.
Chapter 23

2] “Moses seat” means that they put themselves in the position of
Moses authority, they would be the first to espouse Moses as an
authority.

3] “Doasl say, notasl do.”

5] “Phylacteries’: Ex 13:9-16; Deut 6:9.

Jesus’ point isthat the Phariseesaredoing al thisfor show. Heisnot
saying al that wear phylacteries are for show, nor is He indicting
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some of the observances were their cultura pattern of style of
worship. We al are victims of cultural background or style of
worship. Jesusis referring to the condition of their heart, they are
doing thesethingsto be seen of men, not because of their lovefor God.

“Hem of the garment” was a symbol of rank.
The Woes to the Pharisees
Most study Bibles say seven, but we count eight.
13] “scribes, Pharisees and hypocrites’ treated as synonyms.

Two problems, onethat they are missing it themselves, and two, that
they are preventing others from going in!

14] Prov 28:9. Prayer of the wicked = abomination.
15] No sectarian proselytizing.
22] All oaths forbidden (Mt 5:33-37).

23] He is referring to the tithing of spices and grains, trivia vs. the
important traits: justice, mercy and faith (Cf. Micah 6:8).

26] Thevessel which Heisreferring to is ourselves.

27] During thefeastsin Jerusalem, they would whitewash the sepul chers
so that they were marked, so that a stranger would not inadvertently
stumble upon a grave which would ceremonially make you unclean,
and thus, not be able to celebrate Passover.

33] Quoting from Gen 3:15, when God declareswar on Satan. The Seed
of the Woman is atitle of the Messiah.

34] “1": Jesusisdoing the sending of the prophets (first personsingular).
Isaiah: sawed asunder.

Jeremiah: imprisoned in filthy dungeon.
Zechariah: slain between the porch and the altar.
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Jesus Laments over Jerusalem
v. 37-39 summarizes al of history in three parts:

1) the purpose of al history
2) the tragedy of all history
3) the triumph of all history

37] The purpose of al history: that God might gather His children
together.

“And ye would not”: The tragedy of all history.
39] “til”: Logical linkage.

The triumph of al history = the coming of the Lord Jesus.
The theme of Matthew can be seen in these verses (v. 37-39).

Chapter 24

Jesusisspeakingtolsrael. Sometimescalled“ The Second Sermonon
the Mount” or “The Olivet Discourse.”

We can sensethat it isimportant because it is covered in three of the
four gospels (alsoin Mk 13, 14; Lk 21,22). Thisis Jesus' last great
utterance upon the earth (in the sense of an extended passage.) Itis
also probably the second most misunderstood passage (also Mt 13).

Jesusisgreater than Moses, and Moses had two roles: Mosesgave us
the Law, Jesus gave us the Sermon on the Mount. Mosesisaso a
prophet (Deut 18:18) and his pointing towards the Lord Jesus Christ
is aluded to in Acts 3:22; 7:37. Heb 3:5,6 points to Jesus as one
greater than Moses, in both roles, lawgiver and prophet. (Moses
prophecy isDeut 32.) Jesuswaslikewiseaprophet (especially in Mt
24, 25).

Private answers to three questions. Four disciples ask Jesus three
questions and Mt 24, 25 and Mark and Luke's recording together
answer the three questions. Matt and Mark are silent on one of the
guestions and L uke answers that one.

A New Testament review of (Daniel’s) “Time of the End.”
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1]

2]

3]

Matthew 25 deals with three instructions: responsibilities, account-
abilities, significance of judgment of the nations [NOT Cf. vs. Rev
20:11-15.]

The context is intensely Jewish. A rabbi talking to His 12 Jewish
disciples, their background isin Judaism. He hasjust gotten through
denouncing theleadership of Judaism (the eight Woesof Chapter 23).

Thefirst few verses have to do with the Temple, and the best view of
the TempleisfromtheMount of Olives. The Templeat that timewas
spectacular. One of the wonders of the world.

They left probably through the Gol den Gate on the eastern edge of the
Temple Mount.

Hereit notes* hisdisciples,” whileintheother gospel sit mentionsthat
there were four of them: Peter, James, John and Andrew.

“Buildings of the Temple”: These were the pride of every Jew.

The Temple Will Be Destroyed!

These men would very likely think that although things may change,
the Temple would never go away.

This prophecy had to strike them as being extremely unlikely. Heis
obviously prophesying about the destruction of Jerusalem, whichis
to occur 38 yearslater by Titus Vespasian and four Roman Legions.
They lay siege to Jerusalem and level it, slaughtering 1,600,000
inhabitants. They set fire to the Temple, which causes the gold to
melt, so the Roman soldiersto recover the enormous wealth of gold,
dismantle the Temple stone by stone. Thus, the prophecy was very
literally fulfilled, not one stone was | eft upon another of the Temple.
(Don't confuse the Temple with the Temple Mount, the retaining
wall, which is till there.)

The Disciples Question “When?”

Perhaps in Gethsemane, an olive grove at the base of the Mount of
Olives. Or perhaps they were higher on the peak where they could
really seethe city.
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“Privately”: Notethat thisdiscussionwasNOT opentothepublic. In
fact it appears that it was not even a discussion where all 12 were
present! Itisavery intimate privateinsight that Jesuswill sharewith
them.

“Sign of thy coming”: They finally realized that the Lord isgoing to
return. Whichisremarkablewhenyourealizethat they haven'treally
understood that He is going to leave yet.

“End of theage”: Not the end of theworld, but rather the consumma-
tion of the age. The world doesn’t end there, yet things do change
radically at this point.

Question 1

Thefirst question, “When shall thesethingsbe?’ seemstoimply His
remark inverse2; i.e., the destruction of the Temple. Inthisaccount
in Matthew this is not dealt with very intensely, however in Luke
responds clearer (Luke 21:20-24). While this question is not an-
sweredvery thoroughly, for usitisamatter of history asthisprophecy
hasbeenfulfilled. Also, perhapsitisleftvaguepurposely, asitwould
be easy for us to mix up this last Temple with the one that will be
present in the last days.

Matthew 24 & 25 presumes that one understands Old Testament
prophecies. Thisis not a Church age question. It would be very
surprising to find a mention of the Church in Matthew 24 & 25,
because the Church had not been revealed yet. The Church doesn’t
surface as a concept until Acts 2. Study these chapters with the
possibility that the Church will have been introduced and be gone
during theinterval between thetime Matthew 24 is presented and the
timeitisfulfilled. Thus, recognize the essential Jewishness of this
passage. We can get into deep trouble if we input into this passage
Church ideas.

Matthew 23:38: The Lord had just told them, regarding Israel,
“Behold, your houseisleft unto you desolate.” He then prophesied
thedestruction of theTemple. And Heisgoingtogivethemapunthat
has several interpretations, “this generation shall not pass away until
these things be fulfilled.” The generation that rejected Mosesin the
wilderness, did not survive. The same thing happened in Babylon
(see Jeremiah). So the generation that rejected Him will experience
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thedestruction of the Temple. Thereareother meaningstothissaying
which we will discuss.

Jesus’ response

4]

8]

9

The beginning of Jesus' predictions.

How do you prevent someone from deceiving you? Y ou stay in the
Word, remember Acts 17:11.

Whose primary missioninvolvesdeceiving? Satan. While Satan has
many goals, his strategy in achieving them isto deal in counterfeits.
Satan isattractivein hisability to weave enticing doctrines. Thereis
only one way to avoid being trapped by enticing doctrines, and that
is by the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.

No hopeinintellect or head knowledge, only your walk withtheLord
and guidance by the Spirit in the Word of God.

“kingdom” is agroup of nations.
key verse—all of these are just the beginning...

“Sorrows’: in KJV, the Greek word for birth pangs. Labor pains
begin slowly, increase in intensity and increase in frequency.

This verse applies to three groups of people:

1) Them: Peter, James and John. They did in fact get delivered
up to be afflicted and were hated and killed.

2) You and I: Asfollowers of the Lord Jesus, in what we call as
the Church period. Indeed there are Church leaders that have
been delivered up to be afflicted (even today) and killed.

3) Israel: Israel will fulfill her mandate which she has not yet
fulfilled. Shewas called by God, in the Old Testament, to bea
witnessof Himself totheworld. From Rev 7 and 14 weknow that
the day will come when Israel will be an effective witness, this
occursafter the Church iscompleted (Paul in Rom 11 dealswith
thisissue).
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12]

13]

14]

15]

16]

17]

20]

May apply spiritually (to you and 1), historically (to the first century
church) or even post-Church.

This passage puts endurance as a requirement for salvation! Some
insist that this passage proves that it belongs post-Church.

The gospel taken to all the world. Ministries such as Wycliff Bible
Trandators have made their goal to reach the ends of the earth with
the Bible. Thismay or may not be what the verseisreferring to. It
may be referring to Rev 14:6 when an eagle goes in the midst of
heaven and proclaimsthegospel toall nations, thusaprophetic event.
(However, don't misunderstand, this does not mean we should not
preach the gospel to all nations.)

Thisis an important verse to understand (this does not mean that it
appliesto you personally).

“Spoken of by Daniel the prophet”: Here authenticates the book of
Daniel beingwritten by no other than Daniel (and it notesthat Daniel
was a prophet)!

This passage is addressed to those living in Judea.

“housetop”: The rooftop is typically a patio.

“Sabbath day”: Mst be talking to orthodox Jews! (As it wouldn't
apply to the rest of us aswe are not under the Law.)

He is talking to the remnant who will flee to Petra to escape the
Antichrist!

For further study of this subject, see our briefing package, The Next
Holocaust and the Refuge in Edom.

Daniel 9

SeeDanidl’ s Seventy Weeks briefing package or Daniel Commentary
for an in-depth study of this passage.

The scope of this prophecy is Israel and Jerusalem in particular.

Seventy sevens of yearstill the fulfillment of this prophecy, which
includesthe end of sin. Hasthishappened yet? No. Theseyearsare
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not contiguous, thefirst 69 weeks of yearsare, thelast week of years
has yet to be fulfilled.

There are four decrees that could apply to the rebuilding of the
Jerusalem. Threeof themrefer to the Templ e, and not thewhol ecity.
Itisclear in Daniel that the decree which marks the prophecy isthe
onethat denotesthecity (i.e., “thestreetsand thewalls") to berebuilt.
This does happen under Nehemiah (Ch. 2).

Neh. 2:5-8, 17, 18 discussesthedecreemade by Artaxerxeson March
14, 445 B.c.

445 B.c. - 32 A.D. (476 x 365 days) =173,740
March 14 - April 6 24
Leap Years 116
Total =173,880 days

69 weeks X 7 years per week x 360 daysyear = 173, 880 days

Luke 19:34: Jesus weeps over Jerusalem “because you did not
recognizetheday of your visitation.” Jesusheld them accountableto
know the day of His Triumphal Entry, as it was prophesied to be
173,880 days.

Verse26dealswithaninterval that liesbetweenv. 25andv. 27. Verse
25 dealswiththefirst 69 weeksof years. Verse27 dealswiththelast
week of years, also called “the Seventieth Week of Daniel.” Between
which is verse 26, which notes things that happen in the interval.

We know that at least 38 years happened in the interval because it
notes that the Messiah will be cut off and the city and sanctuary
destroyed (which happenedina.p. 70). Perhaps, morelike1900years
aswe are till in this gap.

The Church happens in this gap. Paul tells us in Ephesians 3 and
Romans 11 (also seen in Matthew 13) that the Church was hidden
fromview. In Revelation 12:5-6 the same gap appears. (See pp. 95-
96 for alist of 24 “gaps.”)

The People of the Prince That Shall Come

The*" peopleof the Princethat shall come”’ many people confusewith
the prince of verse 25. Verse 25 speaks of the Meshiach Nagid, Jesus
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Christ. “The Prince that shall come” is yet some future ruler, his
people will destroy the city and the sanctuary. We do know from
history that the Roman legions under Titus Vespasian destroyed the
city and the sanctuary. Inthat sense, thefuture leader isaRoman, he
could be a Western European.

The last verse, verse 27, deals with the Seventieth Week of Daniel.
This period isdocumented morethan any other periodintheBible. It
is 7 years of 360 days each. It isdefined in verse 27, referred to in
Matthew 24:15 and it isamplified in Revelation 6-19.

“And he shall confirm” - who? The Prince that shall come. Thisis
not Jesus Christ, as his people were not the Romans who did destroy
the city.

“Shall confirmthecovenant”: “confirm” really means“ enforce” with
“the many,” which implies Isragl.

“In the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation
to cease.” In order to cease, it must be going, in order to have the
sacrificesthere must beaTemple. Thisishow we know the Temple
must be rebuilt. Itisgenerally presumed that the treaty that he deals
with isover the Temple, it might, it might not.

Wedo know that inthe middle of theweek heviolatesthe Treaty and
violates the Temple.

Abomination Which Maketh Desolate

“The Abomination which maketh Desolate”: “Abomination” in the
Old Testament referstoidol worship. Idol worshipisan abomination
totheLord.

This phrase is a superlative in the Hebrew, the ultimate that one can
think of. It hashappened oncebeforein history. AntiochusEpiphanes
wanted to offend the Jews. He slaughtered a sow on the altar in
Jerusalem and sprinkled the blood in front of anidol of Zeusin the
Holy Place. This started the Maccabean Revolt. The Temple was
rededicatedin 135B..c. (how commemorated by Hanukkah). Thiswas
prior to Christ. Thereforewhen Jesus saysin Matthew 24:15, “when
ye see..” is saying that it will happen again!
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(See The Coming Templ e briefing packagefor an study of the Temple
and the efforts being made to rebuild it.)

The Church vs. Israel

5]

It is important to understand the difference between the things that
deal with Israel and the things that deal with the Church. God has a
different planfor I srael thanthe oneHehasfor the Church. Israel will
haveaministry, awitness. Isragl wasoriginally called out by God to
be His witness to the world, and it failed utterly. The whole Old
Testament narrative is, candidly, an indictment of Israel’s perfor-
mance as awitness, through the wanderings in the wilderness where
they were sentenced for forty years because they blew it among
themselves as well asto the world, al the way through we see their
continual stumbling before idols finally leading to their captivity.
(Don’t betoo smug because there but for the grace of God go youand
I. We survive and prosper only by the grace of God.)

Israel does have a destiny to be a witness to the world successfully.
When will shedo this? When she getsher next chance. Inthe period
of Isragl’ stroubletherewill bearemnant being awitness. Peoplethat
are saved by that witness stand before the thrones before the Father.
The church sits on those thrones, there is a distinction between the
saved of thiseraand the saved of that era. Just asthereisadistinction
between the saved of the Old Testament period and this period.

God’'s dealings with Israel and God' s dealings with the Church are
mutually exclusive. | believe that the 70th Week of Daniel cannot
start while the Church is on the earth. Just as God did not introduce
the Church until after the 69th week wasfinished. God established an
interval betweenthe69thand 70thweek of Daniel, weknow thatit has
lasted at least 38 years, but more than that it has endured for 1900
years!

(For a complete study of the Church and Israel, see our briefing
package on The Prodigal Heirs.)

“when ye shall see...”: How would one see this abomination without
actually being in the Holy of Holies? Only the High Priest was
allowed in the Holy of Holies and only once a year after extensive
ceremonies! Perhapsimplying live television?
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17] Not even to pack your bags, those in Judea are to leave urgently!
19] A logistic problem.
20] “the Sabbath day”: Only a problem if you are Jewish.

The Great Tribulation

Abomination of Desolation: also in Daniel 11:31 and Danidl 12:1
(creates the phrase used for the Great Tribulation). The Great
Tribulation isthe last half of the seventieth week.

This will usher in the time of the Great Tribulation or the Old
Testament term: Time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jacob is a synonym for
Isragl).

Therapturein the Old Testament: Isaiah 26:17-21 (especialy v. 20-
21). See our Expositional Commentary on Isaiah for an in-depth
study of this book.

22] “elect”: Not referring to the Church, but God' s elect in those dayson

the earth.

23] Christ will not come in hiding. You will not be able to miss His

Coming if you tried.

24] They will do miracles.

“If it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect” impliesthat it
is not possible, only by the grace of God.

Elect is protected: 1 John 2:20.

Lies: 1 Thess 2:9-12.

28] “carcass’: Job 9:26; 39:27-30; Hab 1:8.

29] “darkness’: Ex 32:7-8; Jod 3:15-16; Ex 32:7-8; 1sa13:10 (“ TheDay

of the Lord” is always associated with God’ s wrath; Cf. 1 Thess 5).

Matthew 24 parallels the first 6 seals of Revelation (Rev 6).
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“Powers of Heaven ..shaken”: Eph 6:12 (spoiled= Coal 2:15); 2 Pet
2:4. Satan isthe Prince of the Power of the Air.

30] “cloudsof heaven”: Acts 1.9; Matt 17:5; Exodus - Shekinah = pillar
of fire by night, cloud by day = the presence of the Lord! Dan 7:14;
Rev 1:7; 19:11-16 (Zech 12:10 prophecy - Heis pierced!).

31] “angels’: Weknow that they arevery busy duringthisperiod. Cf. Heb
1:6; 2 Thess 1:7-8; Matt 13. Theangelsarealsoinvolvedinthereturn
of Israel to theland (Isa27:13; 11:11,12; Jer 16:4-16).

The Parable of the Fig Tree

33] “know that it is near”: It refers to the whole discussion about His
Coming. Remember that this whole discourseisin response to His
disciples’ question.

34] Threeinterpretations of what this means:

1) Heistelling themthat they, the disciples, will not pass away until
thisisall done. Problemisthat they did passaway and all thesethings
are gtill not fulfilled.

2) Theword “generation” can mean “race.” Thus, “this generation”
might mean the Jews. Thiswould be amiracle astherereally areno
racestoday that cantracethemselvesasclearly back likethe Jewscan.
Clearly there hasbeen no group that hasbeen morerepeatedly singled
out for extermination than the Jews (Pharaoh, Hitler..). If thisiswhat
theversemeansthenit isbeing redundant asHehasalready noted that
the Jews have to be around to fulfill these prophecies (e.g., for the
Temple to be desecrated it must be consecrated, thereby must be
observant Jews.)

3) “This generation” referring to the ones that see the green leaves.
M eaning the whole scenario will occur in one lifetime.

Fig Trees

The Fig Trees are used to speak of Isradl. Israd is bearing leaves
today! (No fruit yet, but it is coming!)

Jotham, days of Judges: Jer 9:10-11.
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Isragl: Hos 9:10; Jeremiah 24:2 (= Judah specifically?); Joel 1:6-7.

vine=?Wholenation (Isa5, Ps80). Isa5:7, house of Isragl vs. Judah
(vineyard vs. pleasant plant = fig? Ju 9:11).

Lukeparable13:6. Cf. Jer 24:5-6. Ezrd sprayer 9:8-9. Christ sought
this remnant, found none (Luke 13:6).

Hisbranch (only singularinNT!): 1sa4:2; 11:1; Jer 23:5; 33:14; Zech
3:8; 6:12-13; Cf. Luke21:29-30 = no branch!) In Matthew & Mark:
the branch = Messianic Hope (Rom 11:25).

The Timing
36] In Mark this verse includes “not the Son”!

No one can set the time!
Days of Noah

Several times Jesus refers to the Days of Noah in a prophecy sense.
Cf. Gen 6; Luke 17:26,27, 1 Pet 3:19,20; 2 Pet 2:5,6, 7.

38] Don’t misunderstandwhat Heissaying. Thereisnothingwrongwith
marrying or eating. His point isthat things were business as usual.

Noah did not just build the Ark, he had it sitting in his driveway for
over 120 years! The ark stood as awitness to the world that a flood
was coming! Jesus' point hereisthat they ignored the signs.

(For a complete study of the flood see our briefing package on The
Flood of Noah, or our Expositional Commentary on the Book of
Genesis.)

There wasindeed something very supernatural going oninthe Days
of Noah between the B'nai Elohim (the Sons of God, the Old
Testament term for angels) and the daughters of men (Gen 6:1-5).
They had unnatural offspring called “the Fallen Ones.” Apparently,
the strange creatures that this gave rise to is entrapped in our own
mythsand legends (the Demi-godsof ancient Greek mythology, etc.).
Somebelievethat thiswill happenagainintheendtimesfromthisand
other passages. Theintervention of the occult inthe end timeswould
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41]

42]

be consistent with this view of the days of Noah. Cf. Luke 17:26,27
and continuing through verse 37. The story of Lot isin Gen 18, 19.

Cf. 1 Pet 3:18+; 2 Pet 2:5-7.

Noah was the close of the flood age. Jesusisherein Matthew 24 is
talking about the close of another age.

Cf. Luke 21:34-36, where there are three examples given of those
taken and those | eft.

Thiscan beviewed in several ways. Most tend to seeit as speaking
of the rapture, as Jesus saysin verse 42 “your Lord cometh.”

Thewholeimpression hereis not that of the coming of vengeance of
the Day of the Lord, but rather the secret coming of Jesus Christ!

Cf. 1 Thess 5:2-4, 5-10 tellsyou that He won't come as a surprise to
you, if you are a child of the light. No man knoweth the day or the
hour, we are expected to anticipate His Second Coming. 1 Thess
points out two distinct classes: those of the light and those of the
darkness. Our blessed hope is that He shall come at any moment!

The Thief in the Night

43]

46]

Thehouseholder isactually ausurper. Thethief iscomingtotakethat
which He has already purchased. The householder isthe god of this
world, Satan. Thethief in the night is Jesus Christ!

The Second Coming is the only thing not timed, to catch Satan by
surprise! Cf. Rom 11:25.

A servant livesin astate of readiness, while his Lord is absent.

Chapter 25

1]

“then”: Llinks with previous verse.

The Ten Virgins

3]

“oil feed lamps’: Likean ail fed torch, up on apole.
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The foolish took no oil with them, they did not run out, they had none!
6] Suggestive of the early Jewish wedding ceremony.

8] “oil” =theHoly Spirit. Zech4; Acts10:38; Heb 1:9; Rom 8:9; Zech
12:10.

[How canthefivevirgins“buy” il if they needtheMark of theBeast?
This must be before!]

12] “know”: Theintimate type of knowledge, not the word for afactual,
information type of knowledge.

13] Werethefive saved or not saved? The basic story issimple enough,

five were ready and five were not. The problem iswhen we start to
examine, what doesit mean? Thefivefoolish had lamps? Werethey
saved?
The concept of the virgin, isthat they were set apart for this service.
They were called to give light! Five of them had their profession
empty (the wick will burn for awhile without oil). They had no ail.
Theoil isasymbol of theHoly Spirit. Noevidencethat they are saved.
Thefact that they werein the profession, does not tell usthat they are
saved. How do we know they were not saved? They were outside
when the door was shut. Also, when they asked the Lord to open the
door, He said, “1 know you not.”! The scary part of thisisthat they
thought they were saved.

(For adiscussion of eternal security, see our briefing package The
Sovereignty of Man.)

Isthe Holy Spirit in your life?
Parable of the Ten Talents

1 Cor 4:2: It isrequired in stewards that a man be found faithful.
16] “talent” isacoin worth about ayear’'s salary.
23] Two guys, different talents, different performance.

25] Thiswasthe saferoute. The other guys took risks.
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26] “dothful” means falure to act energetically. He also blamed his

failure on his master.

29] Thetalentshereareused asfiguresof speech. Thereareafew theories

astowhat thetalent symbolizes, they are generally treated as gifts (as
in skills). Theissueisthat one views these talents as opportunities,
and you will be held accountable. Thelast guy refused to put to use
what the Lord had entrusted Him with. Hiding it for safekeeping is
not using it. Whatever resources the Lord has put at your disposal
(money, placein community, skills). What are you doing with them?
Y ou lose when you don’t put them to use. The fruitfulness of it, the
Lord will take care of, whether 10-fold or 100-fold. Y ou will take
risks.

Where there is no vision the people perish.

The Judgments

Thisisone of three major judgmentsin the Scripture. Wewill call it
the Sheep and Goat judgment (not to be confused with the Bema Seat
of Christ where the Christians get their rewardsfor service, nor to be
confused with the Great White Throne judgment which comes at the
end of the Millennium.)

Who is being judged here? Nations.

33] Cf. Ezek 34:17.
40] Three groups of people here: the sheep, the goats, and the brethren.

46] Thisisnottheresurrectionjudgment. Therearefour groupsof people

that go into Gehenna, or the outer darkness: paraguys (the beast and
thefal seprophet), unrighteousnations(thisjudgment), then at theend
of the millennium: the devil and his angels, and finally the wicked
dead from the Great White Throne judgment.

Herenationsarebeingjudged. Andthey arejudgedin suchaway that
even the winners are puzzled.

Who are the brethren? Some consider all believers asthis group, but

perhapsit hasamore specific and surprising application, hisbrethren
being the Jewish remnant that will be given the mandate to be His
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witness around the world. The “Great Tribulation” is the “ Time of
Jacob’s Trouble,” focusing specifically on Israel and especially the
144,000 which are His ministers proclai ming the gospel to theworld.
They will be under great persecution. Certain nationswill chooseto
protect them, feed them, hide them, etc. And they will be surprised
that they will be singled out and spared.

Wecan a so seeahistorical application of thistheory, their arestudies
that have been published which show how nations rise and fall in
relation to their treatment of the Jews (for example, the Persians vs.
the Babylonians). This particular application is yet future.

Chapter 26

Jewish Authorities Plot Jesus’ Death

2]

3]

Seven events.

The prediction of His suffering and death (v. 1-5),
His anointing at Bethany (v. 6-13),

Judas' betrayal (v. 14-16),

The Passover meal (v. 17-25),

Theinstitution of the Lord’s supper (v. 26-35),
The time at Gethesmane (v. 36-46),

His arrest and accusations (v. 47-68),

The denial of Peter (v. 69-75).

Jesus predicted His suffering and death several times. Thisisthelast
time.

“Betrayed”: We see that happening in this chapter (v. 14-16).
“palace of the high priest”: What isa priest doing with a palace?
“Caiaphas’: A Roman appointee. Annas was actually the Aaronic
heir to that role, but Romans had entrenched the politics of that day.
Caiaphas is the power figure on the Jewish side.

Passover was one of the feast which was required for every able-

bodied male to celebrate it in Jerusalem. So Jerusalem at thistime
would be crowded with strangers, tourists from all over.
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Mary’s Anointing of Jesus

6] Bethany had the unique distinction of being within a Sabbath-day’s
journey from Jerusalem. It appearsto be Jesus’ favoriteplaceto stay.

7] Thiswoman is Mary, the sister of Martha (Cf. John 12:3).

“Qintment” would presumably be myrrh (remember the three gifts
that thewise men brought Jesusat Hishirth. Gold, Frankincense, and
Myrrh, each speaking of one of His offices (Gold: deity; Frankin-
cense: priesthood; Myrrh: suffering and death). Myrrh was a burial
ointment. This particular cintment could have been sold for 300
denari (adenari wasaminimum day’ swage; therefore basically 300
man -day’ s of labor), very expensive stuff.

Thisgift to Him makes usrealize that she understood His prediction.
Somehow she assembl ed thisenormousamount of savingsto buy this
unique and symbolic gift.

Hereit notesthat she anointed Hishead, in John it notes Hisfeet; this
isnot contradictory, shedid both. Matthew isemphasizingtheLord’s
Kingship, so it's His head; while John is emphasizing the Lord’s
deity, so he emphasizes the fact that she anointed Hisfeet. Comple-
mentary insights.

8] FromJohnwelearnthatitwasJudaswhowasraising suchafuss. Cf.
John 12:4.

10] “good” should be beautiful.

Sheisworshiping Her Lord. Her mindison Himand shelavished all
that she had on Him. Thisisahigher caling.

12] Jesus explains to the disciples why Mary anointed Him.

13] Song of Sol 1:3.
Judas Betrays Jesus
14] “Iscariot” means“ish” (man) “carioth” (city in Judea). Theonly one

of the twelve that was not a Galilean, he was a Judean.

Page 124

15] Ex 3: The price of a servant was 30 pieces of silver.
See dlso Matt 27:3-4. Zech 11:12-13.
Silver symbolizesblood. Cf. Thetabernacle, theredemptionshekd,...

16] Theleadersaretryingtofind away totake Jesusquietly sothereisnot
abig public uproar.

Preparation for Passover

18] The undertones seem to imply a password, a prearranged setting.

14th of Nisan is when Passover is celebrated. The day starts at
sundown. WhenisJesuscrucified? “Between thetwo evenings’ (Ex
12:6), meaning the next afternoon before sundown.

Passover commemoratesthe passing over of theangel of death during
the last plague in Egypt. In Ex 12 it lays out the Passover commit-
ments, also noting the change of the Hebrew calendar. Noah leaves
the ark on the 17th day of the 7th month. When the 7th month
becomesthefirst month, which meansthat Noah exited theark onthe
same month that is now called “Nisan.” Jesus was crucified on the
14th of Nisan, He was resurrected 3 days later on the 17th of Nisan,
the anniversary of Noah's exit from the ark!

(For an in-depth study of the Jewish Feasts, see The Feasts of |srael
briefing package.)

The Last Passover
23] Theway thatitwasset upwasrelaxed. They all sharethediptogether.

24] Jesusnotesthat Hisdeath and betrayal wereprophesied. Y et that does
not release Judas from his sin (Ps 49; Ps41; Ps 69).

Complicated issue, couldn’t Judas argue that it was his destiny to
betray Jesus? Was Judas accountable? Yes.

25] Noticethat Judasdoesnot call Him Lord, both hereand in the garden
later. At this point we infer that Judas leaves (Cf. John 13:30).
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The Lord’s Supper

26] They are used to saying “the body,” referring to the Passover Lamb,
but Jesusis saying thisis“my” body.

27] Grapejuiceorwine? Too early inthe season for unfermented grapes.
The Passover meal hasfour cups: the cup of the bringing out; the cup
of thedelivery; thecup of blessing or redeeming; thecup of thetaking.
Itisthethird cup, the cup of blessing, that Jesus doesthiswith. This
Passover is unfinished. Note verse 29.

28] “new testament” = new covenant.

29] Note that for Jesus this leaves this Passover unfinished as He stops
with thethird cup. The fourth cup will occur at the Marriage supper
of the Lamb.

The Lord' s supper links Jesus’ two comings. 1 Cor 11:26.
The upper room : Cf. John 14, 15, 16, 17. (For an in-depth study of

these chapters, see our Expositional Commentary on The Gospel of
John.)

Peter’s Denial is Prophesied

30] Right at thebase of the Mount of Olivestoday thereare Olivegroves.
It isbelieved that these trees are from the sameroot system that very
likely was Gethesmane.
“Hymn”: Some scholars believe that they sang Psalm 135, more
widely held view suggests that they sang the Halellel Psalms, Psalm
115-118.
On the way to the Mount of Olives, they get there about verse 36.

31] Quoting from Zech 13:7.

32] The disciples must be confused. They don't even realize that Heis

going to die, now He talks of being raised up. Mary isthe only one
that we have any evidence of that she understood that Hewasto die.
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33

failure in our strong suit!

Garden of Gethsemane

36]

37]

39]

41]

44

45

Olivetrees are grown for their oil. They would put the olivesinto a
press, something that would crush the olivesto squeeze the il out of
them. The presswas called a“Gethsemane.” Oil isasymbol of the

Holy Spirit.
James and John. Left eight behind.

Itishardfor usto see Jesusdepressed, weseeHimasvictorious. Why
is He depressed? He understands what His mission in, what is
coming, being separated from HisFather. Hewasmadesinfor us, and
sin can have no fellowship with the Father!

“cup”: What cup? The cup of God's indignation against sin.

Perhapsif Peter had been praying, hisflesh would not have stumbled
later that evening.

Three times the Lord Jesus Christ begged the Father, if there is any
other way for man to be saved, anything but the cross.

This proves that there is no other way for man to be saved except by
theLord JesusChrist. Becauseif therewassomeother way for aman
toget accesstothethroneof Godin Heaven, then JesusChrist’ sprayer
was not answered and His death wasin vain!

Acts 4:12; 13:38, 39.

His anxiety was so intense that He sweated drops of blood. Luke
22:44.

“Sleep on now” = “sleeping still.” Not an instruction but rather an
observation.

Jesus’ Betrayal

47]

49]

Judas camein first to identify Jesus.

Note that he calls Him, Rabbi, not Lord.
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50] “friend” is actually companion. Not the same word as calling the
disciples “friends’ in the Upper Room discourse.

51] “oneof thosewith Jesus’: Weknow thisto be Peter from John 18:10.
53] “legion”: Around 1000, a Roman legion was between 3000-5000.

(Remember that oneangel slaughtered 185,000 Assyriansoneevening
after dinner!)

The Accusations

57] Caiphasisthe Jewish leader appointed by Rome. Basically aJewish
issue, but Gentiles brought Him into Caiphas' hands.

Almost every detail of thistrial isillegal according to Jewish laws.
They were never to be handled at night, yet thiswhole thing is over
before morning.

58] Peter is curious, keeping his distance yet watching what happens.

60] Many falsewitnesses, yet they found none. How? They could never
agree.

61] A misquote.

63] Fulfilling Isa53:7. The only time He speaks is when He is legally
required to under oath.

“1 adjure thee by the living God...” this puts Jesus under oath.

65] HighPriestviolated Lev 21:10, which statesthat the High Priest must
never tear his clothes.

The High Priest understood that Jesus was claiming to be God. The

problemwiththislogicisthat itisself-incrimination, whichisalsoin

Jewish law that your testimony could not be used against you.
Peter’s Denial

73] The Galileans had a particular dialect.
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Chapter 27

Thiswholetrial wasnot only illegal by Jewishlaw, butinsomesense,
of no practical value because they were attempting to try Him for
blasphemy, the punishment for whichwasacapital crime. Theperson
who was guilty for blasphemy wasto be put to death and they did not
havethe power to put anyoneto death. They wereaProvince of Judea
under the rulership of Rome. Rome put in a puppet king, an
|dumaean, anon-Jew, by the name of Herod. The Jewish authorities
lost the power of capital punishment many years before.

Legal Irregularities

The binding of a prisoner before he was condemned was unlawful
unless resistance was offered or expected. Jesus offered none.
John 18:12,24

It wasillegal for judgesto participate in the arrest of the accused.
John 18:3

No legal transactions, including atrial, could be conducted at night.
John 18:28

Thearrest was effected through the agency of aninformer and traitor.
John 18:5; Ex 23:6-8

While an acquittal could be pronounced the same day, any other
verdict required a mgjority of two and had to come on a subsequent
day.

Matthew 26:65,66

No prisoner could be convicted on his own evidence.
Matt hew 26:63-65

It was the duty of ajudge to see that the interest of the accused was
fully protected.
John 18:14

Preliminary hearings before amagistrate were completely foreignto

the Jewish legal system.
John 18:13
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It wasillegal to carry weapons on afeast day.
John 18:3

Theuse of violence during thetrial was apparently unopposed by the
judges.
John 18:22,23

The judges sought fal se witnesses against Jesus.
Matthew 26:59; Mark 14:56

InaJewish court theaccused wasto beassumed innocent until proved
guilty by two or more witnesses.
John 11:53

The Jews failed to find two witnesses agreeing against Jesus.
Mark 14:59

When the witnesses first disagreed, the prisoner should have been
released.

Mark 14:56-59
No witness was ever called for the defense.

Thetria under Caiaphastook placein hishomerather thanthe council
chamber where it should have been held.

John 18:13-16
The Court lacked the civil authority to condemn a man to death.
John 18:31
It wasillegal to conduct a session of the court on afeast day.
John 18:28
A guilty verdict was rendered without evidence.
John 18:30

The balloting was illegal. It should have been by roll with the
youngest voting first. Hereit is simultaneous.
Matthew 26:66

The sentencein finally passed in the pal ace of the high priest, but the
law demanded it be pronounced in the temple, in the hall of hewn
stone.

John 18:28
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1]

2]

The high priest rends his garment.
Matt hew 26:65

(cf. Lev 21:10) Hewas never permitted to tear his official robe. (If
hedid not have on hispriestly robe, he couldn’t have put Christ under
oath.)

The arrest and trial of Chapter 26 was at night.

They wanted to put Jesusto death, but had no legal authority to do so.
They had to politic their way to get Jesus put to death. InLev 24 the
punishment for blasphemy isdeath, but they still have aproblem. In
Gen 49:10, means that their authority (the scepter) would not be
relinquished until the Messiah came (Shiloh). Therewasatimewhen
they lost their authority for capital punishment, and they mourned
believingthat the M essiah had not yet comeastheversehadindicated.
However, at that time, Jesus was growing up in Nazareth.

“Pontius Pilate” was the direct Roman authority for the area.

Judas and the Temple Leaders

3]

9

“Judas repented”: Thisis not the normal sense of the word meaning
achange of attitude or change of mind. Theword herereally means
remorseful. He was sorry he did it.

They could not use blood money for the Templetreasury. However,
they could prepay some expenses. Whenever someone came to
Jerusalem and died, they would haveto pay for theburia. Thus, they
bought the potter’sfield for this use.

Cf. Zech 11:12-13which predictsthat Jesuswould be betrayed for 30
pieces of silver and that the transaction would occur in the House of
God, and that the money would end up in the hands of the potter. All
prophesied around 800 years earlier!

Many problems arise from this verse, because the prophecy that is
thereisnot in Jeremiah, it isin Zechariah 11:12-13. Many scholars
will say that the scrolls of the Hebrew prophetswerein such an order,
that Zechariah wasincluded in thescroll that included Jeremiah, soit
was an idiom of library usage. The scroll of Jeremiah where that
prophecy was found, was not in the writings of Jeremiah, but
Zechariah, but it wasincluded in the scroll of Jeremiah.
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Another view, note that the verse says “ spoken by Jeremiah” it does
not say written by Jeremiah. Perhaps, the prophecy was indeed
spoken by Jeremiah, and was recorded by Zechariah.

Another possibility, in Jeremiah (ch 17,18,19), he talks about the
potter. In speaking of the potter, he then prophecies against the city
of Jerusalem, predicting all these horrible things that would happen.
Almost asif Jeremiahislooking through thisreference and prophesy-
ing against Jerusalem for some of the burdensthey are going to bear
as aresult of what is happening.

Jesus is Examined by Pilate

11] Can't help but think that Pilate’ s question issarcastic ashereheisas
the seated authority of theworld empireresponsiblefor thisterritory.

Here Jesus answers Pilate (unlike the last trial).

14] Jesusdid not defend Himself. He did acknowledge who He was just
as He did under oath before the Sanhedrin. Cf. 1sa53:7.

Pilate is amazed at His silence.
Jesus or Barabbas?

15] The Romans were unwelcome, they were the oppressors, the con-
querors. They put in power Herod, who tried to win popularity
through building projects. At these feast, there were three which
required that every able-bodied male attend in Jerusalem. Pilateis
nervousabout aninsurrection. So onegimmick towin popularity was
an amnesty, they would let the people pick one prisoner which they
would release.

16] “Barabbas’: Some of the older manuscripts indicate his name was
Jesus Barabbas. “Bar” (Son of) “Abba’ (The Father). Satanic pun
involved?

17] ThiswasPilate’ shig hope. Hereisaguy who isaknown felon, and
another guy who isup dueto somereligiousargument by the envious
chief Priests.

18] Claudia Procula - tradition and legends hold that she was actually a
Jewish gal who convertsto be a Christian. We have no evidence of
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these being correct. The Romans were also very superstitious

22] “crucify”: Thisis a very strange request on the part of the Jewish
crowd. They must have been bribed to do that. If they were seeking
areligiousexecutionthey would plead for Himto bestoned. Theform
of capital punishment throughout the Old Testament and throughout
Isragl’s history has been stoning. When someone was guilty of
blasphemy, they stoned him or her.

Thereisabitter hatred between the Jews and the Romans. Normally,
when they see someone crucified, it is one of them, the Jews, which
the Romans are trying to shame.

24] Ceremonially showing “washing hishands’ to resolve himself from
theresponsibility. ThisisaJewishprocedure, not aRoman procedure
(Cf. Deut 21; 2 Sam 3; Ps 26).

The pride of Romewas that you were under the protection of Rome.
What made the Romans so strong was their regard for discipline and
law. Pilate had concluded and announced that Jesus was innocent.
Therefore, Pilate was responsible to protect Him. By Roman stan-
dards, Pilate blew it!

Why did he do it? He' sfrightened of an insurrection.

26] “scourging”: A whip with multiple lashes with pieces of bonewhich
would tear the flesh when the person was whipped.

29] “crown of thorns’: Meant toinflict pain and to make a mock symbol
of authority. Inasymbolic Biblical sense, when God cursestheearth
in Genesis 3, the symbol of that curse isthorns. Thus, that curseis
symbolically carried on the head of our Savior. The crownsthat start
in Genesis, find their climax here at the crucifixion. Indeed, He bore
the curse that was put on creation because of sin.

30] Notdescribed hereintheNew Testament, but foundinlsaiah 50isthat
they tore off Hisbeard! Cf. 1sa50:6

32] Cf.Mark 15:21 mentionshistwo sons. Church tradition that histwo
sons were saved.
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Jesus is Crucified 37] Read the parallel passages: Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 19.

33] “Golgotha” isthe Hebrew. The Latin phraseis“Calvary.” 38] One of these thievesis saved. Cf. Luke 23:39-43.

34] Hedeclined the vinegar becauseit would numb Him (Cf. Ps69:21). 45] Dark from noon till three!

35] “by the prophet”: Quoting from David, and calling him a prophet. 46] “Eli” = “Eloi” = dual word: “My God, My God,” yet implies two.

36] “watch” asin to guard. Cf. Ps22.

Thewholeconcept of crucifixionwasas ow painful, agonizing death.
It wasinvented by the Romans, specifically to be demeaning. It was
physicaly very visible, it waselevated onapost so that lotscoul d see,
anditwould serveasan exampletothecrowd. Itwasnot quick, rather
it was very extended.

Thearmsare pinned and the physical weight onthearmsisenormous.
What happens isthat it puts so much strain on the chest cavity that
ultimately the person dies of suffocation (or any of several other
physiological things that can occur.) The way to get a breath isto
relieve the pressure on your arms by pushing up with your feet.

Becauseitissuch aslow and agonizing process, it becomesnecessary
from time to time, to get on with it, for whatever administrative
reasons might prevail. One of the ways to speed up the process was
to break thelegsof the person being crucified becausethenthey could
not relieve the pressure on his chest cavity and he would suffocate
more quickly.

Thus, sinceitisgetting ontowardsevening, and asan accommodation
tothe Jews, they do not want the bodies on the cross at sunset because
the Passover is about to start. So to make sure that they are all dead
by sundown, they start to go through and break thelegsof the onesthat
arestill dive. Wefind that they do thisto the others on the cross, but
when they cometo the Lord they find that Heisaready dead. Butto
make absol utely sure, the soldier throwsaspear upintheLord sside
and blood and water come out. However, it is fascinating that the
Roman did not break thelegslike al the rest, whether dead or alive.
The fulfillment of Exodus 34, because the Passover |lamb was not to
have a bone broken.

Cf. Ps22. Thereal issueto Jesus was not the pain, but that God had
forsaken Him! Colossians tells us that Jesus was made sin for us.
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50]

53]

57]

60]

63]

64]

Who killed Him? Nobody could if they tried. The only way was if
He voluntarily yielded Hislife, which iswhat He did for youand I.
Part of the Everlasting Covenant between Jesus and the Father.

“Itisfinished”: Fina words of Jesus (see other Gospels). Inthat day
if youwereimprisoned, you had acertificate, whichwould besigned,
and your debt marked off. When finished with your sentence, they
wouldwrite Tetel estai, meaning “paidinfull.” Thisiswhat Jesussaid
on the cross—Tetelestai—meaning “paid in full” (and can be trans-
lated “It is finished”).

Thisverse occurs only in Matthew, and we know very little about it.

Weknow that therearetwo resurrections. But don’t presumethat the
first resurrection happened at onetime. Jesus was part of the first
resurrection alongwith thesesaints, thefirst resurrectionisacategory
not amoment intime. Thefirst resurrection will be completed when
the Millennium starts because there is 1000 years before the second
resurrection.

Joseph of Arimathea, must have had clout, as he just went to Pilate
and begged for the body of Jesus.

“stone” used to seal up the grave, from robbers.

Jesus' enemies remembered what the disciplesforgot! Hisenemies
worried that His body would not be there on the third day!

“the last error shall be worse than the first”: They must realize that
they messed up. Wedon't know their thoughts but it appearsthat by
now they apparently have come to the conclusion that they blew it.
They had made a martyr out of Him.
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65] Pilate’scynical remark, “as sure asyecan...”

Chapter 28

The Roman Soldiers

Romansoldiers: They enlistedfor 25years! If youservedthe25years
youhad it made; landwasgranted toyouandall sortsof other benefits.
Had to be aRoman citizento join. Day and night the soldierswould
train, unguestionably the best for that day and age. They had
incredibleability tobedisciplined. If they weresent to conquer acity,
they would build awall around it and be prepared to camp there for
10, 15 or even 20 years, aslong as it took to starve the people out!
They took what they did seriously, and they wereso effectiveat it that
they conquered the known world!

IntheRoman army, if you were caught sleeping on watch, the penalty
was death. In Matthew we see some of these men on awatch. The
Roman soldierswere committed to make sure that nothing happened
to that grave.

The Sabbath

1]

‘Sabbath’ should be“ Sabbaths’ plural. Denotatively thismeansthat
there was more than one Sabbath. Sabbath does not just mean
Saturday, it can also mean “Holy Day.” Connotatively, it might be
construed that “at the end of the Sabbaths’ could mean at this point
the Sabbathsare over. The Sabbathswere ordained for man, for rest.
From this point on we are to rest in Jesus Christ.

If you choose to honor Sabbath to the Lord, praise God. If you feel
that that is putting yourself under the Mosaic L aw and you choose to
recognizethat you are free from that law, praise God. The Christian
Church has taken the position that the observance of Sabbath was
Mosaic and superseded by Jesus Christ. If you choose to honor the
Sabbath, be careful that you don't take the position that you want to
observethelaw, becausethat burdenistoo muchto bear. Also, Jesus
Christ cameto free us from the law.
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The Feast of Firstfruits

2]

3]

Feast of the Firstfruits: Lev 23:9-14; 1 Cor 15:20, 23. Thereareseven
feasts: Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Firstfruits
Thesefirst three occur in Nisan (Passover being on the 14th and The
Feast of Unleavened Bread starting on the 14th for 7 days and then
Feast of Firstfruits) and thelast threein Tishri:Rosh HaShannah (and
The Feast of Trumpets) on the 1st, 10 days later is Y om Kippur, and
5dayslater isthe Feast of Tabernacles. OneFeastisin betweenthese
two packed months, that of the Feast of Pentecost, which starts 50
days after Passover.

While al of these Feasts are commemorative, they also have a
prophetic role. Thefirst three feasts speak of Christ’s First Coming;
Thelast three speak of His Second Coming, or the compl etion of His
Messianic mission especially asitregards|srael. Theonein between,
The Feast of Pentecost, is peculiar in many ways, especialy in its
ordination of leavened bread. Prophetically: Passover (His Offer-
ing); Feast of Unleavened Bread (His Suffering); Feast of Firstfruits
(His Resurrection); and the last three which are yet future: Feast of
Trumpets (sounds like Revelation or Joshua); Y om Kippur (Atone-
ment); Feast of Tabernacles (where He tabernacles among us). The
Feast of Pentecost isin between thesetwo groups, andinitsprophetic
role, it speaksof thechurch. Each of theseFeastsisnot only prophetic,
but they are fulfilled on the day that they are celebrated.

The Feast of Firstfruits was celebrated on the morning after the
Sabbath after Passover. |If Passover occurred on a Monday, the
Sabbath after that Monday, and then the next day (which we would
cal Sunday). So while Mary Magdalene and Mary came to the
sepulcher, at that same time the priests in the Temple were offering
firstfruits. Cf. 1 Cor 15:20,23.

For anin-depth study of these Feasts see our briefing package on The
Feasts of Israel. For a current correlation between our Roman
calendar and the Jewish calendars, including the Feast dates for the
current year, see our Prophetic Events Calendar.

Why did the angel move the stone? To let the girlsin!

Cf. Heb 1.7 gives a physical description of angels.
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5] Theangel “answered” them, the woman must have done something
to prompt an answer, perhaps a scream or even a gasp.

6] “Heisrisen’: Rom 8.
Cf. 1 Cor 15:3-4.

7] Wearetofind later that they meet in a preappointed place. Herethe
angelsdenote“Galilee, ” whichisafairly large area, what we would
cal a“county.”

His Resurrection

Jesus’ resurrectionisthemostimportant fact of our lives. Thefact that
He died for our sins is important because it provides the basis by
which God can forgive us, but it has no validity unless He rose from
the dead. The fact that the tomb was empty is proof that His
redemption is sufficient (innocent and adequate).

If His enemies could have produced the body, or abody, they would
have done so.

Josephus, Antiquities, book 18, chapter 3, section 3: Josephus de-
scribes the fact that Jesus appeared to his disciples on the third day.
Thisis documented by a historian who is an unbeliever!

Who raised Jesusfromthedead? Accordingto Hebrews13:20, it was
the Father. According to the gospel of John 2:19, 20, 21, and John
10:17,18 it wasthe Son. On the other hand, Rom 8:11 describesit as
the work of the Holy Spirit. Thisreally leadsto the fact that all the
great acts, each event can befound ascribed to the Father, the Sonand
theHoly Spirit, the Trinity isestablished in the linguistics of thetext.

(For anin-depth study of the Trinity, seeour briefing package on The
Trinity.)

10] First time that Jesus calls His disciples, “brethren.” And that is
predicted in Ps 22:22.

The Soldiers are Bribed

13] Romansdo not sleep onwatch! Thewholestory ispreposterous, itis
possible for a guard to fall asleep, but not the whole watch. The
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disciples would have had to move the huge stone quietly without
waking the guards.

Why did these Roman soldiers go to the Chief Priestsfirst? Perhaps,
they knew that the Chief Priests would have the biggest equity inthe
result. They alsorecognizedthat it might beworthmoney. They were
in deep trouble, but they were able to get bribes and leverage on the
boss so they would not be accountable for their failure.

If thestory wastrue, why woul d they not track downthedisciples, and
search for the body.

“Much money”: Probably more than 30 pieces of silver!

15] “until thisday” refersto the day that Matthew iswriting.

Jesus in Galilee

16] Matthew issometimes called “the Gospel of the Mountains’ because
he gives prominent position to the Sermon on the Mount (ch 5,6,7),
theTransfiguration (ch 17), the Triumphal Entry and Mount of Olives
private briefing, and finally this mountain.
“mountain”: Mt 26:32; 28:7; Mk 16:7.

17] Even then some doubted! Why?

18] “al authority”: Phil 2:9-11.

19] How many names? Rather in “the name” Y ashua (which isthe name
of al in one).

20] “world” or “age’: The end of a particular time segment. That the
doesn’timply that theworld endsthen, theworld aswe know it does,
the end of the age.

The Great Commission
Matthew is aLevi presenting the King of Israel, Mark presents the
suffering servant, Luke presents Jesus as the Son of man, John is

interested in thefact that Jesusisthe Son of God, Hisdeity. Matthew
isinterested in Jesus Messiahship!
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Notethat Matthew hasleft out theascension! Remember that it isnot
a milestone in respect to Jesus Messianic Mission (however His
return will be).

If we compare the commissions given in the four Gospels, you will
find that they are not the same. Many will statethat this (v. 19-20) is
the Great Commission. No problem if you see this as a great
missionary commandment. The other gospelsmakeit very clear that
we areto do this. There are some scholarsthat believe, technically,
that this has never been fulfilled and it will be fulfilled by Jewish
evangelists (144,000). This view is consistent with the Messianic
presentation becauseit will beapresentation consistent with Revela
tion 7 and 14. Some scholars may be splitting hairs, this may be
wrong. Whatever may belacking here, iscertainly presentintheother

gospels.
Tape 8: Ivan Panin
The numerical structure of the Bible has been much studied and the

subject of numerous volumesin the past, but none are more provoca
tive than the works of Dr. Ivan Panin.

Background

Ivan Panin was born in Russia on December 12, 1855. Having
participated in plotsagainst the Czar at an early age, hewasexiledand
after spending some years in study in Germany, came to the United
Statesand entered Harvard University. After graduationin 1882, he
converted from agnosticism to Christianity.

In 1890 he discovered some of the phenomena mathematical design
underlying both the Greek text of the New Testament and the Hebrew
text of the Old Testament.

He was to devote over 50 years of his life painstakingly—and
exhausting his health—exploring the numerical structure of the
Scriptures, generating over 43,000 detailed hand-penned pages of
analysis.

Hewent onto bewiththe Lord in his87th year, on October 30, 1942.
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The Heptadic Structure

Therecurrence of the seven—aor an exact multiple of seven—isfound
throughout the Bible and widely recognized.

The Sabbath on the seventh day; the seven years of plenty and the
seven years of faminein Egypt; the seven priests and seven trumpets
marching around Jericho; the Sabbath Y ear of theland; Solomonwas
seven years building the Temple; Naaman washed seven timesin the
river, etc.

In the Book of Revelation,
the seven churches,
seven lampstands,
seven sedls,
seven trumpets,
seven bowls,
seven stars,

and so on.

But there turns out to be much more below the surface. lvan Panin
noted the amazing numerical properties of the Biblical texts—both
the Greek of the New Testament and the Hebrew of the Old Testa-
ment. Thesearenot only intriguingto discover, they alsodemonstrate
an intricacy of design which testifies to its supernatural origin!

Vocabulary

One of the simplest—and most provocative—aspects of the Biblical
text is the vocabulary used. The number of vocabulary wordsin a
passage is, of course, different from the total number of wordsin a
passage. Somewords are repeated. It iseasy, for example, to usea
vocabulary of 500 words to write an essay of 4,000 words.

An Example

The first 17 verses of the Gospel of Matthew are alogical unit, or
section, which dealswith asingle principle subject: the geneal ogy of
Christ. It contains 72 Greek vocabulary words in these initial 17
verses. (Theversedivisionsare man’sallocationsfor convenience,
added in the 13th century.)
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The number of words which are nouns is exactly 56, or 7 x 8.

The Greek word “the” occurs most frequently in the passage: exactly
56 times, or 7 x 8. Also, the number of different formsin which the
article “the” occursisexactly 7.

There are two main sections in the passage: verse 1-11, and 12-17.

Inthefirst main section, the number of Greek vocabulary words used
is49, or 7 x 7. (Why not 48, or 507?)

The number of these 49 words which begin with avowel is28, or 7
x 4. The number of words which begin with a consonant is 21, or 7
x 3.

The total numbers of letters in these 49 words is 266, or 7 x 38—
exactly! The number of vowels among these 266 lettersis 140, or 7
x 20. The number of consonantsis 126, or 7 x 18—exactly.

The number of these 49 words that occur more than onceis 35, or 7
x 5. The number of words that occur only onceis 14, or 7 x 2.

Thenumber of these49 wordswhich occur inonly oneformisexactly
42, or 7 x 6. The number which appear in more than one formis7.

Thenumber of the 49 Greek vocabul ary wordswhich arenounsis42,
or 7 X 6.

The number which are not nounsis 7.

Of the nouns, 35 are proper names, or exactly 7 x 5. These 35 names
areused 63 times, or 7 x 9. The number of male namesisexactly 28,
or 7 x 4. These male names occur 56 times or 7 x 8.

The number which are not male names is 7. Three women are
mentioned—Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth. The number of Greek letters

in these three namesis 14, 7 x 2.

The number which are compound nounsis 7. The number of Greek
lettersin these 7 nounsis 49, or 7 x 7.

Only one city is named in this passage, Babylon, which, in Greek,
contains 7 letters.
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And on it goes. To get an indication of just how unique these
properties are, try the exercise attached.

Gematria

There even more features in the numerical structure of the words
themselves. As you may know, both Hebrew and Greek uses the
letters of the alphabet for numerical values.

Therefore, any specific word—in either Hebrew or Greek—has a
numerical valueof itsown by adding up theval uesof thelettersin that
particular word. The study of the numerical valuesof wordsiscalled
gematria.

The 72 vocabulary wordsadd up to gematrical value of 42,364, or 7
X 6,052. Exactly. If one Greek letter was changed, this would not

happen.

The 72 words appear in 90 forms—some appear in more than one
form. The numeric value of the 90 forms is 54,075, or 7 x 7,725.
Exactly.

Wewill defer other examples of gematrical properties of the Biblical
text to those digging into Panin's publications, but it becomes
immediately obvious that hidden below the surface are aspects of
design that cannot be accidental or just coincidence. (The rabbis
maintain that “ coincidence” is not a kosher word!)

Other Implications

Therearewordsinthe passage]just described that occur nowhereelse
in the New Testament. They occur 42 times (7 x 6) and have 126
letters (7 x 18). How was this organized?

Even if Matthew contrived to include this characteristic into his
Gospel, how could he have known that these specific words—whose
sole characteristic is that they are not to be found in the other New
Testament books—were not to be used by the other writers? Unless
weassumetheabsurd hypothesi sthat he had an agreement with them,
he must have had the rest of the New Testament before him when he
wrotehisbook. TheGospel of Matthew, then, must have beenwritten
last.
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It so happens, however, that the Gospel of Mark exhibits the same
phenomenon. It can be demonstrated that it would have had to be
written“last.” ThesamephenomenonisfoundinLuke. AndinJohn,
James, Peter, Jude and Paul. Each would have had to write after the
other in order to contrive the vocabulary usages!

Y ou can thus demonstrate that each of the New Testament books had
to have been “written last.”

There is no human explanation for thisincredible and precise struc-
ture. It has al been supernaturally designed. We simply gasp, sit
back, and behold the skillful handiwork of the God who keeps His
promises.

And we are indebted to the painstaking examinations and lifetime
commitment of Dr. lvan Paninfor uncoveringtheseamazinginsights.

Isn't God—and His remarkable Word—fun?

Evidence of Design

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Try designing a geneal ogy—even from fiction—that meets the fol-
lowing criteria

The number of wordsin it must be divisible by 7 evenly. (In each of
these constraints, it isassumed that the divisions are without remain-
ders.)

The number of letters must also be divisible by 7.

The number of vowels and the number of consonants must also each
be divisible by 7.

The number of wordsthat begin with avowel must bedivisibleby 7.

The number of words that begin with a consonant must be divisible
by 7.

The number of wordsthat occur more than once must be divisible by
7.
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7) The number of words that occur in more than one form shall be
divisible by 7.

8) Thenumber of wordsthat occur in only oneformshall bedivisibleby
7.

9) The number of nouns shall be divisible by 7.
10) Only 7 words shall NOT be nouns.
11) The number of names in the geneal ogy shall be divisible by 7.

12) Only 7 other kinds of nouns are permitted.
13) The number of male names shall be divisible by 7.

14) The number of generations shall be 21, also divisible by 7.
A remarkabl e evidence of the numerical structure of Scripture: these

are met in the first 11 verses (in Greek) in the Matthew chapter 1.
Based on the insights of Dr. Ivan Panin, (1855 - 1942)

Genesis 1
Number of Hebrew words 7
Number of letters; 28=4x7
1st three words: 14 |etters, 2x 7
Last four Heb words: 14 letters=2x 7
4th and 5th words have 7 letters
6th and 7th words have 7 letters

3 key words: God, heaven, earth have 14 letters

Number of lettersin the four remaining words also = 14

Shortest word in the verseis the middle word with 7 letters
Numeric value of 1st, middle, last letters=133=19x 7
Numeric value of thefirst and last |ettersof all 7wordsis 1393 =199
X7

Genesis 5

We frequently use the familiar term, “gospel,” or “good News.”
Where is the first place it appears in the Bible? The answer may
surprise you.

Page 145



An Integrated Message

The great discovery isthat the Bible is a“message system”: it's not
simply 66 books penned by 40 authors over thousands of years, the
Bible is an integrated whole which bears evidence of supernatural
engineering in every detail.

The Jewish rabbis have a quaint way of expressing this very idea:
They say that they will not understand the Scripturesuntil theMessiah
comes. But when He comes, He will not only interpret each of the
passages for us, He will interpret the very words; He will even
interpret thevery lettersthemselves; infact, Hewill eveninterpret the
spaces between the letters!

Whenl first heard this, | simply dismissed thisasacolorful exaggera-
tion. Until | reread Matthew 5:17 and 18:

Think not that | have cometo destroy the Torah and the prophets; | have
not cometo destroy but to fulfill. For verily | say unto you, till heaven
and earth pass, one jot or onetittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
till al befulfilled.

(A jot and tittle are the Hebrew equivalent of our dotting an “i” and
crossinga“t.”)

An Example

A remarkable example of this can be glimpsed in Genesis Chapter 5,
where we have the geneal ogy of Adam through Noah. Thisisone of
those chapters that we often tend to skim over quickly as we pass
through Genesis—it's simply a genealogy from Adam to Noah.

But God always rewards the diligent student. Let's examine this
chapter more closely.

Inour Bible, weread the Hebrew names. What do these names mean
in English?

A Study of Original Roots

The meaning of proper names can be adifficult pursuit since adirect
trandation is often not readily available. Even a conventional
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Hebrew lexicon can prove disappointing. A study of the original
roots, however, can yield some fascinating insights.

(A caveat: many study aids, such as conventional lexicon, can prove
superficial when dealing with proper nouns. Furthermore, views
concerning the meaning of original roots are not free of controversy
and variant readings.)

Let'stake an example.

The Flood Judgment

M ethuselah comesfrom muth, aroot that means“death”?; and from
shalach, which means “to bring,” or “to send forth.” The name
Methuselah means, “ his death shall bring.”?

Methuselah’ sfather wasgiven aprophecy of thecoming Great Flood,
and wasapparently told that aslong ashissonwasalive, thejudgment
of theflood would bewithheld; but assoon ashedied, theflood would
be brought or sent forth. (Can you imagine raising a kid like that?
Every timethe boy caught acold, the entire neighborhood must have
panicked!) And, indeed, the year that Methuselah died, the flood
came?

It is interesting that Methuselah’s life, in effect, was a symbol of
God’s mercy in forestalling the coming judgment of the flood. It is
thereforefitting that hislifetimeisthe oldest inthe Bible, speaking of
the extensiveness of God's mercy.

The Other Names

If thereis such significancein Methuselah’ sname, let’ s examine the
other names to see what may lie behind them.

Adam’snamemeans“man.” Asthefirst man, that seemsstraightfor-
ward enough.

Seth

Adam’s son was named Seth, which means “appointed.” Eve said,
“For God hath appointed meanother seedinstead of Abel, whomCain
dew.”4
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Enosh And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying,
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute
judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of
all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all
their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against.

Seth’s son was caled Enosh, which means “mortal,” “frail,” or
“miserable.” It is from the root anash, to be incurable, used of a
wound, grief, woe, sickness, or wickedness.

Jude 14,15
It was in the days of Enosh that men began to defile the name of the
Living God.® Methuselah
Kenan Enochwasthefather of M ethusel ah, whowehaveal ready mentioned.

Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah.® Apparently,
Enoch received the prophecy of the Great Flood, and wastold that as
longashissonwasalive, thejudgment of theflood would bewithheld.
The year that Methusel ah died, the flood came.

Enosh’ s son was named K enan, which can mean “ sorrow,” dirge,” or
“elegy.” (The precise denotation is somewhat elusive; some study
aidsunfortunately presumethat Kenanissynonymouswith“ Cainan.”)

Enoch, of course, never died: he wastranslated® (or, it you' Il excuse
theexpression, “ raptured”). [ That’ show M ethusel ah can bethe ol dest
man in the Bible, yet he died “before” his father!]

Balaam, looking down from the heights of M oab, usesapun uponthe
name of the Kenites when he prophesies their destruction.®

We have no real idea as to why these names were chosen for their

children. Often they may havereferred to circumstances at birth, etc. Lamech

M ethuselah’ ssonwasnamed Lamech, aroot still evident today inour

Mahalalel own English word, “lament” or “lamentation.” Lamech suggests

Kenan's son was Mahalalel, which means“blessed” or “praise”; and
El, the name for God. Thus, Mahalalel means “the Blessed God.”
Often Hebrew namesinclude El, the name of God, asDan-1-€l, “God
ismy Judge,” etc.

Jared

Mahalalel’s son was named Jared, from the verb yaradh, meaning
“shall come down.””

Enoch

Jared’ s son was named Enoch, which means “teaching,” or “com-
mencement.” He was the first of four generations of preachers. In
fact, the earliest recorded prophecy was by Enoch, which amazingly
enough deal swith the Second Coming of Christ (althoughitisquoted
in the Book of Jude in the New Testament):
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“despairing.”

(Thisnameisalso linked to the Lamech in Cain’ sline who inadvert-
ently killed his son Tubal-Cain in a hunting incident.°)

Noah

Lamech, of course, is the father of Noah, which is derived from
nacham, “to bring relief” or “comfort,” as Lamech himself explains
in Genesis 5:29.

The Composite List

Now let’s put it all together:

Hebrew English
Adam Man
Seth Appointed
Enosh Mortal
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Kenan Sorrow

Mahalael The Blessed God
Jared Shall come down
Enoch Teaching
Methuselah His death shall bring
Lamech the despairing

Noah Rest, or comfort

That's remarkable:

“Man (is) appointed mortal sorrow; (but) the Blessed God shall come
down teaching (that) His death shall bring (the) despairing rest.”

Here' sthe “ Gospel” hidden within a genealogy in Genesis!
(You will never convince me that a group of Jewish rabbis “con-

spired” tohidethe" Christian Gospel” right hereinageneal ogy within
their venerated Torah!)

Evidence of Design

The implications of this discovery are more widespread than is
evident at first glance.

It demonstrates that in the earliest chapters of the Book of Genesis,
God had already laid out His plan of redemption for the predicament
of mankind. It isalove story, written in blood on a wooden cross
which was erected in Judea almost 2,000 years ago.

TheBibleisanintegrated message system, the product of supernatu-
ral engineering. Every number, every placename, every detail - every
jot and tittle—is there for our learning, our discovery, and our
amazement. Truly, Our God is an awesome God.

It isastonishing to discover how many Biblical “controversies’ seem
to evaporate if one simply recognized the unity—the integrity—of
these 66 books, penned by 40 authors over thousands of years.

It is remarkable how many subtle discoveries lie behind the little
details of thetext. Some of these become immediately obviouswith
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alittlestudy; someare moretechnical and requirespecial helps. Look
behind every detail: there's a discovery to be made! God always
rewards the diligent student. What other “messages’ lay hidden
behind the namesin the Bible? Check it out.

Notes:

NP

o &

©

10.

“Muth,” death, occurs 125 timesin the Old Testament.

See Pink, Jones, and Stedman in Bibliography.

M ethusel ah was 187 when hehad Lamech, and lived 782 yearsmore.
Lamech had Noah when hewas 182 (Gen 5:25-28). The Flood came
in Noah' s600th year (Gen 7:6,11). 600 + 182 = 782 year of Lamech,
the year Methuselah died.

Gen 4:25.

Gen 4:26 is often mistrandated. Targum of Onkelos: “...desisted
from praying in the name”’; Targum of Jonathan: “surnamed their
idolsin the name...”; Kimchi, Rashi, and other ancient Jewish com-
mentators agree. Jeromeindicated that thiswas the opinion of many
Jews of his day. Maimonides, Commentary on the Mishna (a
congtituent part of the Talmud), A.n. 1168, ascribes the origin of
idolatry to the days of Enosh.

Numbers 24:21,23.

Some authorities suggest that this might be an allusion to the “ Sons
of God” who “camedown” to corrupt the daughters of men, resulting
inthe Nephilim (“Fallen Ones”) of Genesis6. Thesewere discussed
in our briefing package, The Flood of Noah.

Gen 5:21,24.

Gen 5:24.

Gen 4:19-25; rabbinical sources, Re: Kaplan, et al.

(Thisarticlewas excerpted from our newsletter, Personal UPDATE,
February 1996, pages 19-23.)

* *x %
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Prov 25:2: Itisthe glory of God to conceal amatter; but the glory of
kingsisto search out a matter.

TORH Codes...
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from Egypt.
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Zedekiah, Matanya (king Zedekiah's origina name), Hanukkah,
Hasmoneans.
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About The Cover Design

The “Front” cover:

The Greek border: “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
ending, saiththeLord, whichis, and whichwas, andwhichistocome,
the Almighty (Revelation 1:8).” The center design element symbol-
izes the Word of God Incarnate, illuminated by the Holy Spirit.

The “Back” cover: (the “front” to the Jewish reader)
The Hebrew border: “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God isone Lord:
and thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy might (from the Sh’ ma, Deut 6:4-5).”

The center design represents the Burning Bush, made up of Hebrew
letters which proclaim “the Eternal One cannot lie.”

The Spine:

The spine includes a Menorah from the Old Testament, aMaranatha
Dove suggesting the New Testament, and the K oinonia House logo

at the base.
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